
November General Meeting  -   Birding the Bering Sea 
Speaker: John Top 

Wednesday, November 15       Social 7:00 pm, Lecture 7:30 pm 

The Kamchatka Peninsula, the Aleutian Islands, the Bering Sea, and the Pribilof Islands are places most people only 
dream of visiting.  John Top and Lesley Marples turned their dream into reality this summer, enjoying some outstanding 
birding, while visiting some of the wildest, most spectacular places on earth.  They traveled with a small group, experi-
enced the ultimate in pelagic birding and visited many locations not reachable in any other way, all from the comfort of a 
beautifully appointed cruise ship equipped with a fleet of Zodiac landing craft.  They observed hundreds of thousands of 
birds, including the majestic Steller's Sea Eagle, and some mega rarities on both sides of the American Birding Associa-
tion fence line.  A record number of birds, plus great weather, luxurious accommodations, many marine and land animals, 
spectacular scenery and a plethora of spring wildflowers led to an unbelievable journey through this remote region. 

Don't miss this meeting.  Hear first hand about their experiences and see the best of the many photos John took during 
their 2 week journey through this spectacular, untrammeled wilderness. 
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Message from the President… 
 

 

 

 

 

..Dennis Huckabay 
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Volunteer Hosts and Hostesses 
A great big thank you to all our wonderful volun-
teers who help keep our Nature Center doors 
open each week.  Anyone thinking about helping 
in this area, please contact me or the Nature Cen-
ter anytime.  Mary Ellen 760-918-6622   

Preschool Nature Storytime 
Our September storytime about ocean creatures 
ended with a tentacle tickling project with the 
children making colorful jellyfish to take 
home.  In October, we discovered how pumpkins 
grow from seeds and bloom from the vine into 
big, orange pumpkins.  Aside from being able to 
make a jack-o-lantern, the children tasted roasted 
pumpkin seeds and learned about other pumpkin 
foods. On November the 27th, we will learn about 
how some animals and plants prepare for winter. 
PLEASE NOTE:  There will be no December 
storytime as the 4th Monday is Christmas Day.  
We will resume on the fourth Monday of January 
2007.         Mary Ellen  760-918-6622 

                                   Christmas Bird Count 
                                             December 23, 2006 
It’s time to make plans to join Buena Vista Audubon, as well as counters across North America, for the annual 

Christmas Bird Count (CBC).  Participants will tally all the birds they hear and see in their designated areas and report data 
collected to Dennis Wysong, the organizer and compiler for BVAS.  After the count, everybody will meet at the Nature Center 
for some of Annette’s famous chili.   

This is one of the most important bird census events.  The data collected by observers over the past century allow researchers, 
conservation biologists, and interested individuals to study the long-term health and status of bird populations across North 
America.  In the 1980’s CBC data were used to document the decline of winter populations of American Black Duck, after 
which conservation measures were put into effect to reduce hunting pressure on this species.   

The first CBC was done on Christmas Day of 1900 as an alternative activity to an event called the “side hunt” where people 
chose sides, then went out and shot as many birds as they could. The group that came in with the largest number of dead birds 
won the event. Frank Chapman, a famed ornithologist at the American Museum of Natural History and the editor of Bird Lore 
(which became the publication of the National Association of Audubon Societies when that organization formed in 1905) rec-
ognized that declining bird populations could not withstand wanton over-hunting, and proposed to count birds on Christmas 
Day rather than shoot them. 

Please join us as we continue this tradition.  Fair to middling to expert birders interested in participating in the count should 
contact Dennis Wysong at 760-754-1264 or  dwysong1@cox,net.  Beginning birders should come to the Buena Vista Lagoon 
Landing Saturday morning December 23rd at 830 (see field trip announcements for directions) where Tom Troy will introduce 
them to the pleasures of birdwatching all in a good cause:  the Christmas Bird Count.  Volunteers are also needed to help with 
the chili luncheon following the count. If you can help serve, please call 760-439-2473 and leave a message for Annette. 

Major Contributions Received 
We would like to express our appreciation for a 
couple of recent major contributions.  The Capital 
Group donated $2,000 in honor of employee Mrs. 
Ora Lee Klemme of Oceanside.  Our thanks go 
out to The Capital Group and Mrs. Klemee. 

We would also like to thank  the County of San 
Diego and Supervisor Bill Horn for their recent 
contribution in the form of a $3,000 grant. 

Note from the Editor... 
As many of you know, Larry and I moved to the piney woods of east 
Texas in August of this year.  We are about to get settled in now.  It 
has taken a while as the 100 plus degree weather and horrible humidity 
that greeted us kept us inside for the first month.  About the time that 
let up, I tumbled down the steps in our front yard and managed to man-
gle my foot enough to justify putting off unloading boxes and organiz-
ing the house for another month or so.  Hopefully, we will be able to 
get involved with our new local chapter, Tyler Audubon, soon.  In the 
meantime, we have settled for sitting on our screened in porch and 
checking out our backyard birds.  We still get excited when we spot a 
Pileated Woodpecker.  While we don’t have the variety of birds that 
can be enjoyed in San Diego county, we do enjoy watching the cardi-
nals, blue jays, scissor-tailed flycatchers, chickadees, titmice (or is that 
titmouses) and look forward to finding the painted buntings next sum-
mer.  We also have lots of deer, raccoons and armadillos visiting our 
yard.  I have heard that we have wild boar in the area and am hoping 
they don’t visit! 

While we are enjoying the beauty of the area, the wonderful (and fat-
tening!) southern food and being close to family, we do find ourselves 
missing much about Southern California – the weather, the ocean, the 
birds, Trader Joe’s, and of course, BVAS. 

Thanks to the internet, Larry has been able to continue as webmaster 
and I as newsletter editor.  As much as I have loved working on the 
newsletter, it is definitely in the chapter’s best interest to have a local 
editor.  This edition will be my last and, beginning in January, Andy 
Mauro will assume the role of newsletter editor.  Andy is involved with 
about everything that goes on at BVAS and has a beautiful writing 
style so I’m sure we can all look forward to the best newsletters ever! 

While I’m sure we will enjoy our new chapter, it just won’t be the 
same without the great people and the wonderful Nature Center at 
BVAS.  BVAS is a great chapter and we feel fortunate to have found it.  
Larry and I may be gone, but we will still be involved from afar.            
             Suzann Spann 

mailto:dwysong1@cox,net


Least Bittern by Daniel S. Kilby 

November and December Field Trips 
Sat – Nov 4 - 8:30 am - Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count. -  I-5 to 76. Turn left at Douglas and continue to light at 
North River Rd.  Turn left and meet at end cul-de-sac by entrance gate.  Leader: John Haddock, 760 941-7824   

Sat – Nov 11 - 9:00 am - San Elijo Lagoon.  I-5 to Lomas Santa Fe.  West to N. Rios Ave.  Turn right and proceed to 
end of road.   Leader: Andy Mauro, 760-753-1266  

Sat - Nov 18 - 8:30 am - Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve.  I-5 to Clinton Keith Rd. In Murrieta, go left (west) 
4 miles to Reserve. Meet at Visitor Center. Call Mary Ellen Marquand for car pooling 760-918-6622. 

Sat – Nov 25 - 8:00 am - Buena Vista Lagoon Count.  I-5 to 78 East.  Exit Jefferson. Turn right and take another im-
mediate right onto Lagoon View Dr. Leader: Joan Fountain 760-729-1379 

Sat – Nov 25 - 8:30 – 10:30 am  Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Landing.   I-5 to 78. Exit Jeffer-
son. Turn right and go to stop light. Turn right and park in Landing parking lot on the right hand side of road. Contact 
person:  Tom Troy 760-967-6915.  

Sat – Dec 2 - 8:00 am - Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count. -  I-5 to 76. Turn left at Douglas and continue to light at 
North River Rd.  Turn left and meet at end cul-de-sac by entrance gate.  Leader: John Haddock, 760 941-7824   

Sat – Dec 9 - 9:00 am - San Elijo Lagoon.  I-5 to Lomas Santa Fe.  West to N. Rios Ave.  Turn right and proceed to 
end of road.   Leader: Andy Mauro, 760-753-1266  

Sat - Dec 16 - 8:30 am - La Jolla Cove.  In this rocky shore habitat we could likely see Turnstones, Wandering Tat-
tler, Surfbird among others. Also good spot for pelagics. I-5 to Jolla Shores Dr.-west to Torrey Pines Rd. go south to 
Prospect to Coast Blvd. Meet at La Jolla Cove Bridge Club, 1160 Coast Blvd. Leader Steve Brad. Call Andy B. for car 
pooling. 760-434-3334.  

Sat – Dec 23 - 7:00 am - Christmas Bird Count.  Meet at Nature Center-Additional information on page 2.  

Sat – Dec 23 - 8:30 – 10:30 am  Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Land-
ing.   I-5 to 78. Exit Jefferson. Turn right and go to stop light. Turn right and park in Land-
ing parking lot on the right hand side of road. Contact person:  Tom Troy 760-967-6915.  

 

Heavy rain cancels field trips. 

Birders of all skill levels are always welcome to join us! 
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Southwest Arizona Birding Trip 
May 21st – May 26th

 

Trip to start at Tucson Airport at 10:30am on Monday May 21, 2007.  On our way to Sierra Vista we will bird Madera 
Canyon. We will spend Monday afternoon, all day Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon birding the Sierra Vista area in-
cluding Garden Canyon in the Huachuca Mts., Beatty’s Ranch in Miller canyon (Hummingbirds), and areas along the 
San Pedro River including the San Pedro House. 

Wednesday afternoon we will leave for Portal arriving in time for dinner. Thursday and Friday we will bird the Portal 
area including South Cave Creek canyon and Rustler Park (higher elevation birds). We will do some owling on at least 
on of our evenings in Portal.  Saturday we will allow for some birding before heading back to the Tucson Airport. 

Trip cost is estimated to be $520.00 per person which includes 5 nights lodging, van rental and gasoline and the services 
of an experienced Arizona birder who will be with us throughout the trip. Participants will be responsible for airfare and 
meals. 

This will be a small group that may fill up quickly.  A $100. deposit is required to hold a spot for you.  Call Andy   
Brumbaugh for further information. 760-434-3334 

 



BUENA  VISTA  NATIVE  PLANT  CLUB 

The plant club will continue to meet on the 3rd Sunday at 
2pm (Nov 19 and Dec 17). We miss the holidays by one 
week. 

November is the prime planting season!  Join the plant 
club as we discuss garden design.  In December, we will 
be propagating plants from cuttings.  Come and make a 
few to take home. 

All meetings are free and open to the public. 
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President Dennis Huckabay  757-6437 
Vice-President Bill Jones 944-1775 
Secretary Douglas Schanzenbach 
Treasurer Andy Mauro  753-1266 
Director Doug Dunn  781-1227 
Ruddy Duck Club Tom Troy* 967-6915 
Center Manager Annette Schneider 945-8891 
Conservation Andy Mauro 753-1266 
Circulation Mary Jane Roberts* 231-8148 
Education Renee Racine  635-0867  
Education Nancy Miller 929-2869 
Field Trips Andy Brumbaugh* 434-3334 
Native Plant Club Joan Bockman* 433-9401 
     and Garden    
Gift Shop Rosalyn Dong* 806-1430 
Membership Open 429-2473 
        email:  bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net  
Library Norma Handy 634-2120  

Publicity Judy Wilson* 439-3649 
Programs Dennis Huckabay 757-6437 
Taxidermy Joyce Anderson 746-3995 
Volunteers Mary Ellen Marquand* 918-6622 
Webmaster Larry Spann       larry@spannweb.net 
Audubon Adventures JoAnne Schontzler 431-0953 

Christmas Bird Ct Dennis Wysong 754-1264 
Flyer Editor  Suzann Spann  903-769-2927 
              email:  suzann@spannweb.net 
Nature Center  439-2473 
   

 Tue - Sat   10 am - 4 pm 
Sun   1pm - 4 pm 
Closed Monday 

 

2202 S. Coast Hwy, Oceanside CA   
East side of street just north of lagoon bridge  

 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 480  

Oceanside CA 92049-0480 

www.bvaudubon.org 
 

Email: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 

 
RARE BIRD ALERT  619-688-2473 

 

* Board Members 

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD AND CHAIRS 

 

 

 

Ruddy Duck Club 
The following businesses are supporters of BVAS through their mem-
bership in the Ruddy Duck Club.  Help us show our appreciation by 

stopping by and saying “Thanks for Supporting BVAS”. 
If you are would like to become a member of the Ruddy Duck Club, 

please contact Tom Troy at 760-967-6915 

Anderson’s La Costa Nursery 

Beach Break Café 

Bob Baker Volkswagen-
Subaru 

Carlsbad Paddle Sports 

Carlsbad Inn Beach Resort 

Cream of the Crop Deli and 
Market 

Hatter and Associates 

Hoehn Honda 

Hunter Steak House 

I Love Life Window Cleaning 

Jón Baldur Hlíðberg Art 

Longboarder Café  

101 Café 

North County Radiology 

North County Times 

Oceanside Photo & Telescope 

Pelly’s Fish Market and Cafe 

The Printery 

Rorick Buick and Cadillac 

Scott T. Woods Contracting 
& Remodeling 

Seth R Sharon, Prudential 
CA Realty 

Wild Bird Center - Encinitas 

Wild Birds Unlimited -  
Carlsbad 

Worldwide Express 

Monthly Nature Center Grounds Cleanup 

Join us on the 1st Saturday of each month from 8-10am as 
we do hand weeding and trash removal at the Nature Cen-
ter.  Remember to bring your hat, gloves, sunscreen and 
hand gardening tools. 
For more info on any Native Plant Club events, call the Nature 
Center and leave a message for Joan Bockman 760-439-2473. 

BVAS Receives Grant for  
Sherman Acquisition 

BVAS has received a special grant from California 
Audubon to help in the campaign to purchase the Sher-
man Parcel on Buena Vista Creek.  The $5,000 California 
Audubon grant will be added to the $2,500 already 
pledged by BVAS, and any additional funds raised from 
designated member donations and the October 28th fund-
raising walk. Every dollar raised brings us closer to es-
tablishing this new 132-acre natural open space wildlife 
reserve in the Buena Vista Creek Valley, less than five 
miles upstream from our Nature Center.  If you would 
like to contribute to the Sherman acquisition or to a new 
BVAS fund being established to support future land ac-
quisitions, please contact Dennis Huckabay or Andy 
Mauro. 

Don’t forget to check out the  
Nature Center Gift Shop 

 for great holiday gifts and stocking stuffers! 
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its edu-
cational programs.  Minimum donation required - $20 

I would like to donate $ 25 ________  $ 40 ________  $ 50 ________   $ 100 ________  Other: __________  
 

Name ___________________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________________  

City, State, Zip  ___________________________________________________  

Telephone________________________________________________________  

Please bill my VISA card 

Card Number  ______________________________________________________  

Expiration Date  ___________________________________________________  

Make Checks Payable to: 
 

Buena Vista Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 480 
Oceanside, CA  92049 
  

Conservation Corner 
 

 

 

 

Please be a political activist and vote for our environment in the November 7th election. 
With just a little research, it’s pretty easy to see which candidates in local, state, or        
national races are true environmental champions.  Audubon and other conservation  
organizations in California have made the following recommendations for these state- 

wide ballot propositions:  YES votes on Propositions 84, 87, and 89; and  
a NO vote on Proposition 90. 
 

YES on Proposition 84: Clean Water, Parks and Coastal Protection Bond 

A “YES” vote will provide essential monies for land and water conservation, as well as  
water quality and flood control.  Information:  http://www.cleanwater2006.com. 
 

YES on Proposition 87: The CA Clean Energy Initiative 

A “YES” vote will direct $4 billion to reduce California's dependence on fossil fuels and 
fight global warming.  Information:  http://www.yeson87.org/. 
 

YES on Proposition 89: California Clean Money and Fair Elections Act 

A “YES” vote will create a fair and level playing field for California elections and reduce the 
influence of lobbyists and special interests. With the ability to “opt into” public campaign 
dollars, pro-environment candidates can be competitive.  
 

NO on Proposition 90: “The Taxpayer Trap” 

A “NO” vote will save California from a disastrous, costly, and deceptive measure.  Under 
the guise of eminent domain reform, lurks a radical, full-blown “regulatory takings” scheme 
that would make land use planning and environmental protection virtually impossible.   

 

http://www.cleanwater2006.com
http://www.yeson87.org/


Printed on Recycled Paper 
By The Printery, Carlsbad CA 

QUICK  CALENDAR 

Nov 3 Board Meeting  9 am 

Nov 4 Garden Clean-up Day 8 am 

Nov 4 Whelan Bird Count 8:30 am 

Nov 6 Nature Guides 10 am 

Nov 11 San Elijo Walk 9 am 

Nov 15 Native Plant Club 2 pm 

Nov 18  Santa Rosa Plateau Bird Walk 8:30 am 

Nov 15 General Membership Meeting  7 pm  

Nov 25 Buena Vista Lagoon Count - 8 am 

Nov 25 Basic Birding at the Landing - 9 am 

Nov 27 Nature Story Time 10:00 am 

Dec 1 Board Meeting  9 am 

Dec 2 Garden Clean-up Day 8 am 

Dec 2 Whelan Bird Count 8:30 am 

Dec 4 Nature Guides 10 am 

Dec 9 San Elijo Walk 9 am 

Dec 16  La Jolla Cove Bird Walk 8 am 

Dec 17 Native Plant Club 2 pm 

Dec 23 Christmas Bird Count 7 am  

Dec 23 Basic Birding at the Landing - 9 am 
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DATED MATERIAL  
Please Deliver Promptly 

Southwest Arizona Birding Trip 
May 21st – May 26th 

See Page 3 for details. 

 

Birding the Bering Sea
 

November 15th - See page 1 

 

Christmas Bird Count 
December 23rd - See page 2 

 

Buena Vista Audubon online 
www.bvaudubon.org 


