
Buena Vista Audubon Society 

Seeks to Purchase Land Near 

Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary 

Buena Vista Audubon Society is attempting to purchase 

and restore a 31-acre parcel of rolling grassland located a 

few hundred yards west of the Whelan Lake Bird Sanctu-

ary.  The land is sandwiched between San Luis Rey River 

and Camp Pendleton.  The property is vacant, but was the 

site of a proposed housing development several years ago.  

It represents an excellent opportunity to conserve natural 

open space and restore endangered species habitat.   

The total cost of the project is approximately $3 million, 

which includes purchasing the land, restoring it to native 

habitat, and funding an endowment to provide for on-going 

land management.   As of January, 2017, BVAS has se-

cured commitments of approximately $2.85 million, leav-

ing a funding shortfall of $100,000-$150,000.   

Project Funding—The Department of the Navy is part-

nering with BVAS on this project, and will be providing 

half of the cost of the purchase price, plus the full cost of 

habitat restoration and establishment of a permanent en-

dowment for land management.  BVAS has an additional 

pending grant under consideration for $700k.              

The BVAS Ridgway’s Rail Society has raised approxi-

mately $60,000 from members and the community to help 

fund this project.  Discussions are now underway with oth-

er potential funders in the public and private sector to raise 

approximately $100,000 in additional funds needed to 

complete this project.   

Why Important—This acquisition would widen the wild-

life corridor between the river and the vast natural lands 

that remain on Camp Pendleton.  Both Camp Pendleton 

and the San Luis Rey River contain IBAs, or “Important 

Bird Areas” as officially designated by Birdlife Interna-

tional.  Following restoration to a chaparral plant commu-

nity, this property would provide sensitive habitat for the 

California gnatcatcher and a number of other endangered 

plant and animal species.  It would also provide a buffer 

between existing development and protected wildlife habi-

tats along the river and at Whelan Lake.      

BVAS Wetlands Reserve Parcel Already Secured—In 

2016, BVAS completed the acquisition of a smaller piece 

of property located along the edge of the Buena Vista La-

goon, across the street from its Nature Center.  This 3.5-

acre parcel was the last-remaining undeveloped piece of 

privately-held land that abuts the lagoon.  The endangered 

Ridgway’s Rail nests in the reeds that grow on the south-

ern fringe of this lot. 

Please help make a difference.   We hope you’ll join us 

in saving this important property by making a donation and 

helping spread the word to your neighbors and friends.   

Together we can make this corner of northern Oceanside 

into a mecca of natural open space, beautiful vistas, and 

protected bird habitat.   

The subject property is located west of the 75-acre Whelan Lake 

Bird Sanctuary.  A small parcel of city-owned land immediately 

adjacent to the property was restored in 2014 to provide habitat 

for endangered willow flycatchers and least Bell’s vireos.    

BVAS Ridgway’s Rail Society Fund 

Name_____________________   Amount $__________ 

Address___________________    Check       or Credit Card  

City; ZIP__________; _________  # ____________________ 

Phone/E-mail:________/________  Exp. Date_____; CVR___ 

I would like my gift to be used      where most needed,        to buy the 

lagoon parcel,         to purchase the property near Whelan Lake. 

Donations are tax-deductible and will be placed in the BVAS Ridgway’s 

Rail Society Fund to be used for these and future land acquisitions. 


