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February General Meeting 

Wednesday, February 13 

Tejon Ranch 
A Look Back at Early California  

 

with Dr. Michael White 
 

7 p.m. Social—7:30 p.m. Program 

 

At 270,000 acres, the Tejon Ranch is California’s largest con-

tiguous parcel of private property.  Its vast holdings include 

native grasslands, oak savannas, mountain peaks, stream-

lined valleys—land that the California condor, mountain lion, 

and countless other native species have soared over and 

roamed through from time immemorial.   

In 2008, the Tejon Ranch Company and five environmental 

organizations, including Audubon California, reached a land-

mark agreement on a plan to conserve 90% of the Ranch’s 

lands.  The Tejon Ranch Conservancy was created to serve as 

steward of the conserved lands, and a ranch-wide manage-

ment plan was developed.  The agreement provided Tejon 

Ranch Company development rights on the remaining lands. 

Our speaker, Dr. Michael White, is the Conservancy’s sci-

ence director.  His program will provide an overview of the 

ecology and conservation of the Ranch, discuss the findings 

of the science program, and describe how results are used in 

land management planning.  Mike is an ecologist with over 

20 years of professional experience in conservation planning, 

environmental regulations, and ecosystem assessment, man-

agement, and restoration.  He has been involved with conser-

vation-related issues at the Ranch since 2003, and was a con-

sultant to the groups that negotiated the agreement.  BVAS 

will sponsor a multi-day tour to the Ranch in April (See P. 3). 

 

B u e n a  V i s t a  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y  
           2 5  Y e a r s  o f  N a t u r e  E d u c a t i o n  

Jón Baldur Hlíðberg 

Lagoon Flyer 

February 23, 5-8 p.m., at the Nature Center  

Birdhouse Auction! 
Don’t miss our third annual BVAS Birdhouse Auction on 

Saturday, February 23.  This fun event features original bird-

house creations made by local artists, community craftsmen, 

and just plain folks.  Most of the birdhouses, bat houses, and 

bird feeders will be up for silent auction, but a precious few 

will be auctioned off by our celebrity auctioneer and BVAS 

best friend, Martha Barnette, co-host of NPR’s “A Way With 

Words.”  New this year will be a special young folks’ silent 

auction table offering imaginative birdhouses crafted and 

decorated by our creative children.   

We’re bringing back all the fun features that made this event 

an instant crowd-pleaser when we first came up with the idea 

a couple of years ago.  There will be a wonderful array of   

free food and beverages, including appetizers, pizza, beer, 

wine, soft drinks, and dessert goodies.  We’ll be serenaded by 

the jazzy/blues 

sounds of the En-

dangered Speciez 

band.  There will 

be door prizes and 

awards for favor-

ite birdhouses.   

And it’s all yours 

for the incredibly 

low cover charge 

of just $5!   

Best of all, all 

proceeds will go 

towards support of 

the Nature Center.    

Jinx the cat lovingly admires the bird 

painted on the roof of  this birdhouse 

created by artist Nathan DeYoung.  It  

will be up for bid at this year’s auction. 

California condors, once again, can sometimes be seen on the Ranch.  
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Conservation Matters 
What’s in a Name?  As of January 1, the California 

Department of Fish and Game has a new name.  It’s 

now known as the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife.  The change came about as a result of AB 

2402, signed by Gov. Brown in September.  The name 

change better reflects the department’s evolving re-

sponsibilities, according to Director Charlton Bonham.   

Traditionally known as game wardens, the depart-

ment’s law enforcement staff will now be called wild-

life officers.  Those with a primary interest in Califor-

nia’s non-game fauna welcome the new designation.             

Alaskan Shell Game?  There remains a high degree of 

skepticism over continual assurances by Alaskan oil 

interests that oil exploration and 

drilling activities in the Arctic sea 

pose little risk to the environment.  

The latest mishap occurred on 

New Year’s Eve when a Royal 

Dutch Shell drilling platform, un-

der tow, broke loose and ran 

aground on a remote Alaskan is-

land.  The disturbing images of the 

drilling platform, loaded with 

150,000 gallons of diesel fuel and 

lube oil, floundering helplessly out 

of control in high seas, sent shiv-

ers through the environmental 

community.  That incident, now 

the subject of calls for a special 

investigation, underlines doubts 

over industry claims of fail-safe 

technology and comprehensive and 

effective oil spill response plans.      

Part Two of a Yearlong Series 

Celebrating the Nature Center 

The effort to conserve the lagoon dates back 

at least to the 1930s when the Buena Vista 

Lagoon Association, predecessor to today’s 

Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation, lobbied the San Diego 

County Board of Supervisors to zone 100 acres of the lagoon 

as a wildlife refuge. Many of the same individuals who were 

active in those early conservation efforts helped BVAS ob-

tain its Audubon charter in 1951. Cora Wilson, a retired Los 

Angeles schoolteacher, moved to Carlsbad in 1954, and im-

mediately became active in BVAS. It was her dream, one she 

pursued for many years, that BVAS would build an interpre-

tive center where children could be educated about nature. 

Cora’s cause was joined by David Rorick, a key founding 

member of  BVAS, a businessman, and a lifelong Oceanside 

resident.  Next month:  The site for a nature center is acquired.  

San Diego 

Bird Festival 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

February 28 — March 3 

Marina Village Conference Center,                 

Mission Bay 

Birding trips, workshops, talks, trade show 

Over 250 species seen each year 

For more information and registration materials: 

www.sandiegoaudubon.org 

“The mission of the Department of Fish 

and Wildlife is to manage  California's 

diverse fish, wildlife, and plant re-

sources, and the habitats upon which 

they depend, for their ecological values 

and for their use and enjoyment by the 

public”.  Great Backyard Bird Count 
February 15-18 

The Great Backyard Bird Count calls upon America’s ama-

teur birders to spend a little time recording the birds they see 

in some very familiar territory—their own backyards.  Any-

one can participate, regardless of age or level of birding ex-

pertise.  People can count birds for as little as 15 minutes on 

one day, or for as long as they like each of the 4 days of this 

Presidents’ Day weekend event.  

It’s free, fun, and easy, and the 

data will help guide bird conserva-

tion programs in the years ahead.  

Pick up a flyer at the Nature Cen-

ter, or go to the Great Backyard 

Bird Count website for more info:  

www.birdsource.org. 

Ramona Hawk Watch 
Wildlife Research Institute offers its pop-

ular Hawk Watch program each Saturday 

in February from 9 a.m. to noon.   Free 
field trip, demonstrations, and exhibits. 

Location:  WRI headquarters, 18030 

Highland Valley Rd., Ramona.                            

For more information:  760-789-3992. 

“Oil companies keep 

saying they can con-

quer the Arctic, but 

the Arctic keeps  

disagreeing… .”               

—U.S. Congressman,              

Ed Markey 
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Whelan Lake Bird Walk 

with John Haddock 

Saturday, February 2—8 a.m. 

Whelan Lake is a protected bird reserve with a freshwater lake, 

riparian-edge habitat, grass-covered hillsides, and an oak grove.  

The varied habitat results in a nice assortment of bird species in all 

seasons.  It is especially noted for its wintering duck populations 

and interesting sightings during fall and spring migrations.  

Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, turn left at Douglas, continue to 

the light at North River Rd., go left on North River Rd.  Pass 

through the entrance gate and follow the signs to the lake.  Bring a 

sack lunch to enjoy at the picnic tables after your walk.                 

Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824.   

Basic Birding Class and             

Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count 

with  Joan Fountain and Tom Troy  

Saturday, February 23—8 a.m. 

Join the BVAS fledgling birders for our basic bird-

ing class and bird count at Buena Vista Lagoon 

each month.  Everyone is invited to join the class 

for some informal, no-pressure birding and lots of friendly 

tips.  We’ll meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m. and then 

caravan around the lagoon to a series of selected stops to 

observe birds, discuss bird behavior, and record the number 

of species we see.  

Directions:  Meet at the Nature Center parking lot, 2202 

South Coast Hwy., Oceanside.   

Leaders:  Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.                              

Tom  Troy, 760-420-7328.  

February Birding and Upcoming Tours 

It’s All Happening... 

Outside the Zoo 

with Steve Brad 

Sunday, February 10—8 a.m.  

Wild birds seem to be attracted to areas where captive birds 

are being maintained, drawn in, the theory goes, by the pres-

ence of the confined birds on display and the ready availabil-

ity of food and water resources.  We’ll put this idea to the 

test this month with a bird walk around the outside of the 

San Diego Zoo.  Among other species, we’ll be 

looking for over-wintering orioles, tanagers, and 

warblers in the flowering coral trees and other lush 

landscaping near the zoo.  We won’t be entering 

the zoo, but we’ll meet at the zoo entrance (near 

the topiary elephants) at 8 a.m. to start our walk.   

For carpooling, meet at the I-5/La Costa Ave. Park-and-Ride 

at 6:45 a.m. 

Leader:  Steve Brad, 760-633-1639; stevebrad1@earthlink.net.  

(Cell phone will be activated on day of trip:  760-274-5256.) 

BVAS Special Birding Trips 
(Flyers available at Nature Center) 
 

Tejon Ranch 
April 12-14 

Birding and Private Tour                                            

on a Historic California Rancho in Condor Country 

This 3-day BVAS birding adventure features a look back at early 

Southern California.  We’ll bird in beautiful native grasslands, 

oak savannas, and other special habitats, and learn about the 

fascinating history of the ranch and present day reserve manage-

ment.  A trip fee of $75/person includes guides, private tour ar-

rangements, and a donation to BVAS and Tejon Ranch Conserv-

ancy.  Participants will be responsible for food, lodging, and 

transportation to and from Lebec, CA.  Space is limited to 14 

participants, so reserve your spot early.  For more info, pick up a 

flyer at the Nature Center or call Ann Hannon at 760-602-0030. 
 

Woodpecker Wonderland 
July 6-12 

Birding in the Oregon Cascades                             

with woodpecker specialist Steve Shunk 

Join BVAS and Paradise Birding on this tour to the eastern slope 

of Oregon’s Cascade Mountains to experience as many as 11 

species of nesting woodpeckers, over 175 other breeding bird 

species, and some of the most spectacular scenery in the U.S. 

The tour fee of $1,100/person ($200 single supplement) includes 

four nights of lodging, all meals, snacks, and non-alcoholic bev-

erages, on-ground transportation in a comfortable van, and the 

services of our expert guide.  Participants are responsible for air 

transportation to and from Redmond, Oregon.   

Limited to nine participants.  For reservations, please contact 

Steve Shunk:  541-408-1753  or steve@paradisebirding.com.   

Batiquitos Lagoon Bird Walk 

with Steve Brad 

Saturday, February 23—8 a.m. 

Join Steve Brad and a group from Sea and Sage Audubon on 

a bird walk at Batiquitos Lagoon and a few selected areas 

around the Aviara Golf Course and community.  This is a 

great spot for wintering water fowl, wading birds, shore-

birds, raptors, and passerines, with rare finds always a possi-

bility.  We’ll meet at the Batiquitos Lagoon Nature Center at 

8 a.m.  Our walk, on easy terrain, will last about 3 hours.     

Directions:  From I-5, go east on Poinsettia Ave., right on 

Batiquitos Dr., and right on Gabbiana.  Drive to the cul-de-

sac and park.    

Leader:  Steve Brad, 760-633-1639; stevebrad1@earthlink.net.  

(Cell phone will be activated on day of trip:  760-274-5256.) 

mailto:stevebrad1@earthlink.net
mailto:stevebrad1@earthlink.net
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 BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS 

Hours: 

Tuesday-Saturday — 

            10 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m. 
 

Closed Monday 

Website: 

www.bvaudubon.org 

E-mail:                  

bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 480  

Oceanside, CA   92049 
 

Phone:  760-439-2473 

Location:   

2202 South Coast  Hwy. 

Oceanside, CA   

(East side of street on  

north shore of lagoon)  

President Dave Billings*                           760-753-7925  

Vice-President            Dennis Huckabay*  760-757-6437  

Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925 

Treasurer               Sandy McMullen*  760-944-5690 

Audubon Adventures    Ruth Gransbury                         760-729-2240 

Board Member              Jacques Domercq*                    760-583-1961             

Center Manager            Annette Schneider                     760-945-8891      

Christmas Bird Count   Terry Hunefeld*                        760-908-3453                        

Conservation Co-Chair  Danny DiMento*                      858-688-6891             

Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*                      760-942-5167 

Circulation                     Lisa Hart                                   760-945-9601                           

Education Co-Chair      Carol Riker 

                   E-mail:  carol.riker25@gmail.com        

Education Co-Chair      Ellen Kindsvater                                  

Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento* 858-688-6891 

Field Trips             Andy Brumbaugh                760-434-3334 

Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 760-633-1639    

Gift Shop                       Rosalyn Dong                           760-806-1430 

 Library                          C. J. DiMento  760-231-9096 

Membership                  Harvey Hart*                             760-945-9601 

Native Plant Club          Joan Bockman*                         760-433-9401 

Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman* 760-433-9401 

Nature Storytime           Mary Ellen Marquand               760-918-6622 

Newsletter Editor         Andy Mauro*      E-mail:  akamauro@cox.net 

Pelagic Birding  Terry Hunefeld*  760-908-3453 

Programs                       Dennis Huckabay*                    760-757-6437          

Publicity                        Kelly Deveney*                         760-721-2441                           

Ruddy Duck Club         Kelly Deveney*                         760-721-2441 

Volunteers                     Bob Crowell*                            760-207-3884   

Webmaster                    Larry Spann      E-mail:  larry@spannweb.net                                                 

Preschool Nature Storytime  
Monday, February 25—10 a.m.  

 

In February the grey 

whales are migrating 

along our coastline, on 

their way back north 

to spend the summer 

in the Arctic Sea.  The 

baby whales were 

born a few months ago 

in a warm water la-

goon in Mexico.  They 

are just old enough 

now to make the long 

journey north, usually 

swimming along with one or two grown-ups who help 

show them the way.   

At this month’s Nature Storytime we’ll learn about these 

big friends of ours that live in the sea.  We’ll have songs, a 

story, and a special craft.  Please come and join us!  

If you have any questions or need more information about 

Preschool Nature Storytime, call Mary Ellen: 760-918-6622. 

The Eagle Has Landed! 
The BVAS Nature Center has become well-known for its 

collection of mounted bird specimens, all shown in natu-

ral, lifelike poses.  Joyce Anderson is the talented taxi-

dermist who prepares the specimens that have greeted 

visitors to the Nature Center since it first opened its doors 

25 years ago.  Joyce continues to maintain the mounts 

and adds a few new specimens to the collection each 

year.  For many years, Joyce and BVAS have sought to 

obtain a golden eagle specimen to be prepared and added 

to the collection on display.  Because of federal laws re-

stricting distribution of eagle carcasses and feathers, 

however, this has not been possible.    

Several months ago, BVAS received an unexpected do-

nation of several mounted bird specimens.  We were ex-

cited to discover a large golden eagle in the group, majes-

tically poised with wings spread, landing on a rocky 

craig.  It is an old mount, pre-dating the present regula-

tions that control distribution of eagle feathers.  The 

specimen is in very good shape considering its age, and 

only requires a little touch up “preening” from Joyce.  

Look for it 

soon on promi-

nent display in 

the Nature 

Center. 

 

New Golden Ea-

gle mount for the  

Nature Center. 
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-

count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  The BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs will receive 100% of my con-

tribution.  Minimum donation suggested:  $25. 

I would like to donate $ 25 ___  $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___    
 

Name_______________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ 

City, State, Zip  ______________________________                                           

Phone______________  E-mail__________________  
 

*I choose to receive the digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer 

by e-mail each month.  It’s a week earlier, in full color, has 

extra features, and saves BVAS and the environment the 

cost of printing and postage.  Please sign me up! 

     Please bill my credit card: 
 

Card #___________________ 

  CRN____ 
 

  Make Checks Payable to: 

  Buena Vista Audubon 

  P.O. Box 480 

  Oceanside, CA  92049  

 

Wildlife Extraction 
Wildlife Extraction is a service provided 

by Project Wildlife to assist in the hu-

mane removal of problem wildlife from 

around the home.  Call 619-692-9453, 

or visit: www.WildlifeExtraction.com. 

  Send me info about the BVAS Legacy program _____ 

Buena Vista Native Plant Club 

Sunday, February 17—2 p.m. 
 

This is the beginning of the prime growing 

season for native plants, and fresh growth is 

busting out all over.  Stop by the Nature Cen-

ter gardens this month and smell the fresh 

sage.  The Buena Vista Native Plant Club 

meets at the Nature Center at 2 p.m. on the third Sunday 

of the month.  It’s easy to get started on your native plant 

garden.  Come to our next meeting and get some timely 

tips, or take part in one of our garden work parties at the  

Nature Center every Monday morning at 9 a.m.      

Monday Morning with the Natives 

Interested gardeners are invited to the Nature 

Center on Monday mornings at 9 a.m. for some 

casual gardening and friendly chatter.  

Thank You for Your Support 
The response of BVAS members to the year-end giving 

campaign has been truly heart-warming.  Many generous 

donations have been received, including one that warrants 

a special acknowledgement.  The good people at Eagle 

Creek’s Carlsbad offices followed up their October work-

day at the Nature Center with a $1,000 check to BVAS to 

support the Nature Center and its programs in 2013.  Wow!  

Thank you everyone for your support.  It’s a 

good feeling knowing so many people share  

our love of  nature.  Happy Valentine’s Day!   

The BVAS Digital Newsletter 
BVAS is embarking on a campaign to encourage 

its members to receive the Lagoon Flyer by e-

mail.  Over the next few months sample copies of the digi-

tal edition of the newsletter will be sent to members whose 

e-mail addresses are on file.  Of course, if you’re the type 

of person who just enjoys having a printed newsletter to 

hold in your hands and refer back to at your leisure, we are 

happy to continue to mail your Lagoon Flyer to you each 

month.  We think, however, that once you’ve experienced 

the convenience and added benefits of the e-mailed news-

letter, many of you will make it your preference. 

The digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer is sent as an e-mail 

attachment, arriving in homes about a week earlier than the 

printed and mailed version.  It features an easy-to-read font 

size and full color photos and graphics.  Often the digital 

edition includes added content, like a special feature story 

or a flyer for a nature-oriented event offered by another 

North County group. 

Still not convinced?  It costs BVAS $10,000 plus many 

volunteer hours to print and mail the newsletter each year.  

There’s a toll on the environment too.  The digital edition 

is virtually cost-free.  Take a look.  We think you’ll like it!      

Four score and 
seven… .   

Hey, that 
would make a 
nice donation! 

 

Ruddy Duck Club 
This special group of local businesses 

and organizations support the nature 

education and recreation programs offered at the Buena 

Vista Audubon Nature Center with an annual donation of 

$100 or more.  To request your “no obligation” Ruddy 

Duck Club packet of membership information and bene-

fits, please call Kelly Deveney at 760-721-2441.  

 

BVAS 



BVAS February Calendar 
 

Fri. Feb. 1—Board Meeting—9 a.m. 

Sat. Feb. 2—Whelan Lake Bird Walk—8 a.m. 

Fri. Feb. 8—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m. 

Sun. Feb. 10—Outside the San Diego Zoo Bird Walk—8 a.m.  

Wed. Feb. 13—General Meeting—Tejon Ranch —7 p.m. 

Sun. Feb. 17—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m. 

Sun. Feb. 17—Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse at N.C.—1-4 p.m. 

Sat. Feb. 23—Basic Birding and Lagoon Bird Count—8 a.m. 

Sat. Feb. 23—Batiquitos Lagoon Bird Walk—8 a.m. 

Sat. Feb. 23—BVAS Birdhouse Auction—5-8 p.m. 

Mon. Feb. 25—Preschool Nature Storytime—10 a.m.  

Thur.-Sun. Feb. 28-Mar. 3—San Diego Bird Festival 

 

 

 

BVAS Birdhouse Auction 

Saturday, February 23—5-8 p.m. 
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Christmas Bird Count: 195 Species! 
 

The 2012 Oceanside Christ-

mas Bird Count held on De-

cember 30 tallied a bragging 

total of 195 species!  The 

final number of species seen 

was the highest total 

achieved in many years and 

one that will almost certain-

ly land the BVAS-sponsored 

event on the “Top 10” list of 2012 CBCs in the country. 

While no particularly rare birds were found, recent 

trends in the numbers and distribution of certain species 

were noted.  One strong trend now being recognized is 

the rapid expansion of  the Allen’s hummingbird into 

San Diego County.  Prior to 2007, no more than one 

Allen's hummingbird was reported on an Oceanside 

CBC.  This year, the number of sightings grew to 222.  

In the field, the Allen’s is almost impossible to tell from 

the rufous hummingbird, and the recent influx has gen-

erated a lot of discussion about differentiating the two 

species.  According to the experts, we should now first 

think “Allen’s” when we see a coppery-colored hum-

mer, especially in mid-winter here in North County.    

 

Allen’s Hummingbird 

BIRD  
HOUSE  

AUCTION! 

Live at the  
Nature Center 

February 23  

5-8 p.m. 



A BVAS Special Trip 

Tejon Ranch 
Birding and Private Tour 

April 12 – 14, 2013 
       

BVAS has arranged for a special 3-day excursion to the Tejon Ranch.  Located high up in the hills between Los Ange-

les and Bakersfield, the Tejon Ranch is uniquely situated between large tracts of public and private conservation land at 

the intersection of four major ecological regions.  The Tejon Conservancy has made arrangements for members of 

Buena Vista Audubon Society to tour the ranch on April 13th.  This private tour, with several guides, will last all day 

and is limited to 14 people.  The tour will enable us to learn about and better understand this remarkable place and how 

the Conservancy is exploring ways to balance human use with conservation and restoration objectives.   

During the tour we’ll be on the lookout for burrowing owls, early raptors, a good variety of sparrows, and 

perhaps a distant California condor.  As far as mammals are concerned, in addition to the abundant deer, 

ground squirrels, and such, the Ranch also hosts a herd of pronghorn antelope and a badger or two.   

Fees and Costs:  The trip cost is $75 per person, which includes guides, tour arrangements, and a donation to BVAS 

and the Tejon Ranch Conservancy.  Participants will be responsible for paying for their own transportation, lodging, 

and food and beverage during the trip.  

Transportation:  The Tejon Ranch is located approximately three hours north of San Diego off  the I-5 Freeway. 

Please contact Ann Hannon (760-602-0030) if you would like to be put on a car-pooling list.   

Directions:  Drive I-5 north from San Diego to Lebec.  Take exit #205—Frazer Park.  Turn left.  At the 4-way stop turn 

right, and then take an immediate right onto Wayne Wright Ct.  Our hotel is located at 612 Wayne Wright Ct.     

Lodging:  The Holiday Inn Express in Lebec, CA will serve as the tour’s headquarters.  BVAS has arranged a rate of 

$119.00 double occupancy.  For reservations, call 1-800-315-2621, and let them know you are with the Buena Vista 

Audubon Group.  The hotel will be providing an early continental breakfast for our group to accommodate our “early 

bird” needs.  The hotel has a number of nice amenities, including a whirlpool which might prove popular after a long 

day of birding.   

Food and Beverage:  Participants are responsible for their own snacks, meals, and beverages.  A pleasant place for a 

picnic lunch on your drive up from San Diego to Lebec is the Pyramid Lake overlook rest stop.  There will be an infor-

mal no-host dinner at the restaurant next to Holiday Inn on Friday and Saturday evenings.  

Birding:  There will be local birding in the Lebec area after check-in on Friday the 12th starting at the hotel at 1:30 

p.m.  On Saturday we’ll spend the day visiting the rich and expansive habitats of the Ranch with our eagle-eyes peeled 

for birds.  On Sunday April 14th after early breakfast and check-out those that want to continue birding 

before returning to San Diego will go to nearby Mt. Pinos where Clark’s nutcracker, white-headed 

woodpecker, Williamson’s sapsucker, gray flycatcher, and California condor just might get added to the 

list.  April is an excellent time to bird the Ranch and Mt. Pinos.  The birds should be very active with 

Spring courtship and breeding activity in full swing.  

Space is limited!  Checks should be made out to BVAS and sent to Buena Vista Audubon Society, P.O. Box 480, 

Oceanside, CA 92049; or dropped off at the BVAS Nature Center (2202 South Coast Hwy, Oceanside).   

Contact:  Please direct questions to Ann Hannon  (760-602-0030).   

 

 

http://www.tejonconservancy.org/ 

http://www.bvaudubon.org 



A BVAS Special Trip 

Woodpecker Wonderland! 
July 8–12, 2013 
 
Birding in the Oregon Cascades with  
woodpecker specialist Steve Shunk 
 
BVAS invites you for a special tour to the eastern slope of 
Oregon’s Cascade Mountains to experience the highest  
concentration of nesting woodpeckers in North America,  
with 11 species breeding in an area 1/3 the size of San Diego!  
And summer birding in the Cascades is about much more than 
woodpeckers, with over 175 breeding bird species in the region  
and some of the most spectacular scenery in North America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation – Participants are responsible for their own flights  
to Redmond, Oregon, but all transportation from the airport is 
included, with the group traveling in a comfortable passenger van.  

Lodging – Four nights lodging are included, at single or double 
occupancy; location to be annouced. 

Food & Beverage – All meals, snacks, and non-alcoholic beverages 
are included, from Monday lunch to Friday lunch. 
Tour Fees - $1,300 single/$1,100 double; including food, lodging, 
transportation, guiding, and donation to BVAS. 

Birding – Besides 11 species of woodpeckers, we will also search  
for a number of other specialty breeding birds of the region, inlcuding: 
Barrow’s Goldeneye, Mountain Quail, Northern Pygmy-Owl, Calliope 
Hummingbird, Black Swift, Willow Flycatcher, Pinyon Jay, Chestnut-
backed Chickadee, Mountain Bluebird, Hermit Warbler, Northern 
Waterthrush, Green-tailed Towhee, and Evening Grosbeak.  

Birding will take us to such varied habitats as temperate rainforest, 
aspen riparian, burned mixed-conifer, and mature ponderosa pine.  
For our 3 full days, we will bird early each morning and into the 
afterrnoon, followed by a break at the hotel and then more birding 
before dinner. Expect dinners featuring superb Northwest cuisine. 

Space is Limited – Space is limited to 9 participants, so reserve  
your spot early by contacting Steve Shunk of Paradise Birding below. 

Contact – Steve Shunk at 541-408-1753 or steve@paradisebirding.com 
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