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New Nature Center Brochure Available 
BVAS has just published a new full-color marketing brochure featuring our 
beloved Nature Center.  The pamphlet encourages a visit to the Nature Cen-
ter with information and photos of the exhibits, the native plant garden, the 
nature trail, and selected local wildlife.  It also includes a membership ap-
plication and directions on how to find the Nature Center.  The brochure 
will be available at various nature and visitor-related locations throughout 
North County.  It will also be distributed to participants of BVAS-
sponsored programs and guided walks.  We thank the Hattie Ettinger Con-
servation Fund at the San Diego Foundation for its generous $5,000 grant to 
fund the cost of design and printing of our beautiful new brochure.   

March General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, March 18 
 

Grunion 
“Breeding on the Beach” 

with 
Melissa Studer 

7 p.m. Social—7:30 p.m. Program 
 

Now you’ve heard all of this before, but maybe some of 
you are still skeptical.  Grunion really do exist.  They are 
small sardine-like fish that come ashore by the thousands to 
breed on San Diego beaches during the spring and summer 
months.  This unique “fish-out-of-water” extravaganza 
takes place over a few late evenings twice a month, during 
the full moon and again during the new moon.  It must be 
true because you’ve heard this from family and friends you 
trust who swear they’ve seen it.   
Our March program will provide the definitive proof you 
need.  Melissa Studer is Project Director of Grunion Greet-

ers, a program that monitors grun-
ion runs on California beaches as 
part of a special research program 
affiliated with Pepperdine Univer-
sity.  After countless late nights 
spent wandering beaches with a 

flashlight and clipboard, Melissa sees grunion in her sleep. 
All your questions about the fascinating life history of this 
charismatic little fish will be answered.  You’ll see dra-
matic video of perhaps one of the most vivid demonstra-
tions of the wild exuberance of nature—a “Class Four” 
grunion run.  You’ll also learn how you can experience this 
exciting natural phenomenon firsthand, up close and per-
sonal.  You’ll find out about scheduled grunion runs in the 
months ahead, and hear about the BVAS “Grunion Hunt” 
scheduled for the evening of March 27.  You’ll also learn 
details on the Grunion Greeter Training Workshop com-
ing up at the Nature Center on April 9.  (See Page 3.)   
Will you be the next know-it-all delighting your friends 
and far-off family with personal accounts of thousands of 
silvery fish slithering at your feet on the beach under the 
light of a full moon?  Come join us for a fun evening, and 
get inspired!                

Grunion spawn on a California beach during a full moon. 

A female 
grunion 
buries her 
eggs above 
the high 
tide line. 
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Conservation Matters 
     By Andy Mauro 
Recapping some recent North County conservation issues: 
Heron Colony Trees Removed—In January, the Jolly 
Roger Restaurant at Oceanside Harbor had trees cut down 
which housed a long-standing heron nesting colony, citing 
concerns about bird droppings and nest debris.  BVAS 
president, Dennis Huckabay, spoke for many in the com-
munity when he chided the city and the restaurant for 
showing little concern for the fate of the birds, failing to 
consider less drastic options, and moving forward without 
public notice and review.  The restaurant has now agreed to 
work to replace the felled eucalyptus trees with more ap-
propriate native vegetation.  We thank BV Native Plant 
Club member Deborah Buroughs for her work on this 

issue, and the Jolly 
Roger for its will-
ingness to try to 
find a silver lining.  
Too often, our 
community’s native 
plants and animals 
are simply cast 
aside when issues 
involving vegeta-
tion management 
are under consid-
eration.  Hopefully, 
our natural heritage 

will still be evident around the harbor for years to come.     
Oceanside Dog Beach—A group is once again proposing 
a leash-free dog park on the beach at the mouth of the San 
Luis Rey River.  BVAS wrote a letter to the Oceanside 
City Council citing a number of concerns, including dis-
ruption to an important resting and foraging area for many 
gulls and shorebirds, impacts on potential nesting habitat 
for endangered least terns and snowy 
plovers, and issues associated with 
Clean Water Act compliance.  We’re all 
for dog parks, just not at an environ-
mentally-sensitive river mouth location.  
For once it appears this is an environ-
mental issue where the city and BVAS are in agreement.   
County Vegetation Management Plan—The county has 
released its draft vegetation management plan to be pre-
sented for review and approval in March.  According to 
Rick Halsey, president of the Chaparral Institute, “nearly 
all of the most egregious statements, misguided opinions, 
and unscientific dogma have been removed.”   That’s a 
relief.  We’ve written before about how the county over-
reacted after recent wildfires by proposing massive clear-
ing of native vegetation throughout the backcountry.  De-
tails are under discussion, and the fight is not yet over.  As 
Rick also writes, “There is the constant need to educate.”     

A Tree Grows in Carlsbad—The 100-year-old oak tree 
that stands on the site of the proposed new high school in 
Carlsbad now has a name.  “El Abuelo” (The Grandfather) 
was the winning entry in a naming contest organized by 
Preserve Calavera to call attention to the plight of the 
venerable old tree that currently stands in the middle of 
what is planned to be a parking lot for the new school.  At 
a Valentine’s Day news conference held within view of the 
tree, members of the media and public were able pay their 
respects to El Abuelo and learn about the important role 
played by Calavera Creek, the small stream that meanders 
along the boundary of the development site.  BVAS sup-
ports Preserve Calavera in its efforts to provide for a more 
environment-friendly development plan for the school.  
Loma Alta Creek Concrete Plant—NOT!—Developers 
of the proposed concrete plant along Loma Alta Creek in 
Oceanside have abandoned their plans for the project in the 
face of a lawsuit waged by the Friends of Loma Alta Creek 
and the University of San Diego Environmental Law 
Clinic.  The controversial concrete plant, to be built imme-
diately adjacent to the creek, had been earlier approved by 
the pro-development majority on the Oceanside city coun-
cil.  The lawsuit against Robertson’s Redi-Mix and the City 
of Oceanside argued that a full environmental impact re-
port should have been required prior to issuance of the de-
velopment permit.  BVAS and many others had opposed 
this project at each stage of the process, but in the end, it 
was the growing 
probability of a 
successful court 
challenge that 
caused the pro-
ject to derail.  
Congratulations 
to community 
activist Nadine 
Scott who 
spearheaded 
the opposition.      

“El Abuelo” 

         —Courtesy of Preserve Calavera 

    Great Blue Heron on Nest        —Larry Spann 

  Concrete Batch Plant—What Might Have Been 



Upcoming Trips—March 
Sat.—Mar. 7—8 a.m.—Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count.  Whelan Lake is a bird sanctuary, with a freshwater lake and riparian 
edge habitat.  Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 76.  East on Hwy. 76.  Turn left at Douglas and continue to light at North River Rd.  Turn left 
and meet at the cul-de-sac at the end of the road by the entrance gate.  Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824.                               
Sat.—Mar. 14—9 a.m.—San Elijo Lagoon.  Join BVAS members and San Elijo Lagoon docents on the regular monthly nature 
hike at this ecological reserve featuring tidal mudflats, coastal wetlands, and five other distinct plant and animal communities.  Di-
rections:  I-5 to Lomas Santa Fe.  West to N. Rios Ave.  Right to cul-de-sac at end of road.  No facilities.                                           
Sat.—Mar. 14—1 p.m.—Agua Hedionda Lagoon.   (Note:  Afternoon Start).  Join Steve Brad as he visits what he describes as 
“a bit of a secret spot, and one of the best places to see shore birds at low tide in the afternoon, when the lighting is just right.”  
We’ll see a nice variety of marsh and wetland species, and also explore a healthy riparian woodland.  Meet at 1 p.m. at  the Agua 
Hedionda Nature Center, 1580 Cannon Rd., Carlsbad.  Leader:  Steve Brad, 760– 633-1639.   

Fri.—Mar. 27—9 p.m. —Oceanside Grunion Hunt.  Join us for a family-friendly grunion hunt as we 
visit a couple of Oceanside beaches under the light of the full moon in hopes of encountering the normally 
predictable spawning run of these fascinating little fish.  We’ll gather our forces at the Nature Center at 9 
p.m., to enjoy some hot cocoa and cookies, and then car-caravan off on our adventure.  Wear warm clothes 
and shoes that don’t mind a little sand and wetness, and bring a flashlight.  No experience necessary!  Co-
leaders:  Dennis Huckabay, 760-757-6437, and Andy Mauro, 760-753-1266.    

Sat.—Mar. 28—8 a.m.—Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count.  Freshwater wet-
land.  Directions:  I-5 to 78 East.  Exit Jefferson. Turn right and take another 
immediate right on Lagoon View Dr.  Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.    
Sat.—Mar. 28—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista 
Lagoon Landing.  Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 78.  Exit Jefferson.  Turn right and 
go to stoplight.  Turn right and park in Landing parking lot on the right hand 
side of road.  Leader:  Tom Troy, 760-967-6915.     
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Eagle Scout Project 

New Signage in the Native Plant Garden 
After more than a year of planning, coordinating, and 
constructing, 16-year-old Eagle Scout candidate Peter Vo 
of Boy Scout Troop 752 in Oceanside has completed his 
Eagle Scout project at the Nature Center.   
Peter spent a rainy day in January supervising his crew of 
about a dozen friends and fellow Scouts, as they installed 
17 interpretative signs in the native plant garden at the 
Nature Center.  Peter’s parents, Paul and Mai, also joined 
the work party.  The new signs list the botanical and com-
mon names of the plants and give detailed information on 
how local Native Americans utilized each of the plants 
for such things as food, clothing, medicine, or lodging.   

Throughout the project, Peter con-
ferred with Steve Scarano, coordina-
tor of Scout projects for BVAS, and 
Joan Bockman, president of the 
BVAS Native Plant Club.  Boy Scout 
Troop 752 is sponsored by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Oceanside. 

Peter wishes to thank a number of community members 
who contributed to his project.  Rick Doty (AA Trophy) 
provided the material and engraving of the placards; 
Quinn McGuire donated cement for the bases of the 
posts; Pine Tree Lumber did the wood cutting; and Mira-
Costa's John Messina provided the forms for the cement. 

 Peter Vo recently completed his Eagle Scout project at the Nature 
Center, installing interpretative signs in the native plant garden.          

Grunion Greeter Volunteer Workshop 
A workshop for prospective volunteers on how to moni-
tor a grunion run as part of the Grunion Greeter research 
project will be held at the Nature Center on April 9, from 
6-8:30 p.m.  Trained volunteers will then be able to sign 
up to monitor grunion runs on specific dates at specific 
local beaches of their choice.   Workshop participants 
will be provided special instruction, information packets, 
refreshments and drinks.  For more information and to 
register for the workshop, go to:  www.Grunion.org. 

Subscribers to the digital edition of the March  
Lagoon Flyer received a three-page report with 
color photos of our January pelagic trip.  You 

can also access the report online at the  
BVAS Pelagic Birding Website: 

www.socalbirding.com 
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Preschool Nature Storytime 
Come learn about the many unusual things that 
live in our ocean through the adventures of a 
very clever little fish.  Our mini hero encounters 
all sorts of wonderful creatures of the sea.  Our 

story and craft time will be Monday, March 23 at 10 a.m.  
We hope to see you then as we explore more of nature's 
wonderful world.       

 

Buena Vista Audubon 
 Nature Center  

                           
  Tue.-Sat.  10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 Sun.   1 p.m.-4 p.m. 
Closed Mon. 

 

  760-439-2473 
 

2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA   
(East side of street just north of lagoon crossing)  

 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 480  

Oceanside, CA  92049-0480 
 

Website:  www.bvaudubon.org 
E-mail: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 

Field Trip Hot Line:  760-688-0660 

 
President Dennis Huckabay* 757-6437 
Vice-President       Bill Jones*                            944-1775 
Secretary Kathy Billings* 753-7925 
Treasurer               Sandy McMullen*  944-5690 

—————————————-————  
Audubon Adventures    Ruth Gransbery                         729-2240             
 Center Manager            Annette Schneider                      945-8891      
Christmas Bird Count   Terry Hunefeld*                        908-3453                        
Conservation Co-Chair  Danny DiMento*               858-688-6891             
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*                      942-5167        
Circulation            Mary Jane Roberts*                  231-8148      
Education Co-Chair    Renee Racine                       635-0867  
Education Co-Chair      Nancy Miller                        704-6479 
Facilities/Exhibits Doug Schanzenbach* 390-8494 
Field Trips             Andy Brumbaugh*                434-3334 
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 633-1639 
Gift Shop               Rosalyn Dong*                     806-1430 
Library                   Norma Handy                       634-2120            
Membership  Alice Brzovic*  721-6327        
Native Plant Club          Joan Bockman*                         433-9401 
Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman* 433-9401 
Newsletter             Andy Mauro*                  753-1266 

                                                                       E-mail:  akamauro@cox.net 
Pelagic Birding  Terry Hunefeld* 908-3453 
Programs               Dennis Huckabay*                 757-6437 
Publicity                Judi Wilson*                         439-3649 
Ruddy Duck Club  Tom Troy*                           967-6915 
Taxidermy             Joyce Anderson                      746-3995 

       Volunteers                    Mary Ellen Marquand*            918-6622    
       Webmaster                   Larry Spann:   E-mail:  larry@spannweb.net                                                 

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD* AND CHAIRS 

Great Backyard Bird Count Results 
Steve Cameron of Encinitas once again was the BVAS 
leader for birds tallied during last month’s Great Backyard 
Bird Count.  His 28 species was down slightly from his 
winning total of 32 species last year, but nearly double 
most of our other reports.  Steve Brad reported the most 
interesting backyard birds—jaegers and shearwaters—but 
he sneaks looks out over the ocean from across his street, 
so I disqualified him!  Sandy McMullen had her modest 
yard count spiced up with an unexpected fly-over of a great 
blue heron.  Sandy and Art Yayanos get plaudits for going 
birding on all four days of the count.  I must say, though, 
your editor is missing a bunch of your reports!       —A.M. 

 
 
 

This month the Ruddy Duck Club celebrates its fourth 
anniversary.  We also kick off our Ruddy Duck Club 
Spring Membership Campaign which will culminate on 
May 9 with our annual Birdathon and Open House.       
In honor of our anniversary, we’d like to feature two in-
dividuals who played important roles in the beginnings of 
the Ruddy Duck Club, and continue to serve BVAS from 
afar.  Suzann and Larry Spann retired to Texas two years 
ago, but they both continue to do amazing work for 
BVAS.  Suzann was a board member and our former 
newsletter editor.  She was very active in the early days 
of the Ruddy Duck Club, producing many of our early 
marketing materials.  She was responsible for recruiting 
our first Ruddy Duck Club member, Jon Baldur Hildberg, 
the Icelandic artist whose ruddy duck artwork now serves 
as our official logo and adorns almost all of our publica-
tions.  Suzann’s husband, Larry, designed the BVAS web 
page and continues to serve as our Webmaster.   We are 
most grateful to Suzann and Larry for all they have done 
and continue to do for Buena Vista Audubon. 
We are pleased to an-
nounce that Danny and 
CJ Dimento of Buena 
Vista Landscaping 
have signed up as our 
first new RDC members for the Spring Campaign. The 
Hattie Ettinger Conservation Fund has also received its 
RDC certificate in recognition of its $5,000 grant to fund 
the new Nature Center brochure.  (See Page 1.)                                
For more information on how to become a Ruddy Duck 
Club member call Tom Troy at 760-967-6915. 

Ruddy Duck Club 

—Mary Ellen, 760-918-6622                                 



 

Buena  Vista Native  Plant Club                
The next meeting of the Native Plant Club will be on 
Sunday, March 15, at 2 p.m. at the Nature Center.  After 
some welcomed rain, the native plants are taking off, 
along with a few non-natives.  We’ll 
note the difference between “good” 
and “bad” plants, and discuss some 
preventative measures for weeds in the 
garden.  We’ll also pot up cuttings for 
later transplanting, and tend to a few 
other satisfying garden chores.   For 
more information about native plant 
gardening visit:  www.bvaudubon.org.   
Don’t miss “Monday Mornings with the Natives.”  
Joan and Debra invite interested gardeners to join them 
on Monday mornings at 9 a.m. at the Nature Center for 
some casual gardening and friendly chatter. 
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 
As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its edu-
cational programs.  Minimum donation required:  $25. 
I would like to donate $ 25 ___  $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___   

 

Name____________________________ 
Address__________________________ 
City, State, Zip ___________________                                           
Phone___________________________ 

E-mail___________________________  
Please bill my VISA or MC:  Card # ________________CRN # _____              

Make Checks Payable to: 
 

Buena Vista Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 480 
Oceanside, CA  92049 

Friends Membership:  New ____ Renewal ____    

Thank You! 

I’d like to get my Lagoon Flyer 
a week earlier, in full color, and 

save BVAS the cost of printing and 
postage.  Please e-mail me the monthly 
digital edition of the newsletter.   

 

Landscaping Volunteer Extraordinaire! 
We greatly appreciate all of our hard-working, dedicated 
volunteers, but every once in awhile one of them does 
something truly extraordinary.  For the last year or so 
Mark Levin has been helping out around the grounds of 
the Nature Center.  Oftentimes, he’s there by himself, 
putting in three or four hours of time, cleaning the trails, 
pruning back the overhanging shrubs, and finding other 
odd jobs to tackle.  The cattails, of course, have always 
been a frustration to the Nature Guides—they grow so 
fast and quickly block the views of the pond for the 
school children.  Mark recently donated $1,000 of his 
own money to purchase some much-needed tools for 
BVAS, including an industrial-grade hedger capable of 
handling those tough reeds.  Then he, Doug Schatzen-
bach, and Annette Schneider went out and began “reed-
wacking” (after first getting permission from Fish and 
Game, of course).  They first did a trial cutting at the 
Buena Vista Lagoon Landing, where the Beginning Bird-
ing Class meets every month.  Next up will be several 
sites along the Nature Center trail.  Thanks a load, Mark!      

L. to R., Doug, Annette, and Mark, at Buena Vista Lagoon Landing 
    —Photo by Kathy Billings 

Help Wanted—BVAS Publicity Chair 
Judi Wilson, our hard-working and very effective chair of 
publicity, has decided to step back and give someone else 
the chance to fulfill their dreams of fame and glory.  
We’re looking for a new volunteer to handle publicity for 
bird walks, nature programs, and special news.  You’ll 
get plenty of help, lots of pats on the back, and a seat on 
the Board.  Need more information or a bit of convinc-
ing?  Give Dennis Huckabay a call (760-757-6437).     

Another Volunteer Welcomed 
Welcome to Lynda Witt who recently joined our team of 
volunteer receptionists at the Nature Center.  If  you have 
been kicking around the idea of volunteer work, why not 
give us a call at 760-439-2473.  Find out about the many 
different volunteer opportunities available at BVAS.  
We’d just love to welcome YOU on board, too! 

    Oxalis—Ugh! 



QUICK  CALENDAR 
Mon. Mar. 2—Nature Guides meeting—10 a.m. 
Fri. Mar. 6—Board Meeting—9 a.m. 
Thur.-Sun. Mar. 5-8—San Diego Bird Festival 
Sat. Mar. 7—Whelan Lake walk—8 a.m. 
Sat. Mar. 14—San Elijo Lagoon walk—9 a.m.   
Sat. Mar. 14—Agua Hedionda Lagoon walk—1 p.m. 
Sun. Mar. 15—Native Plant Club meeting—2 p.m. 
Wed. Mar. 18—Grunion Program—7 p.m. 
Mon. Mar. 23—Nature Storytime—10 a.m. 
Fri. Mar. 27—BVAS Grunion Hunt—9 p.m. 
Sat. Mar. 28—B.V. Lagoon Count—8 a.m. 
Sat. Mar. 28—Basic Birding at B.V. Landing—8:30 a.m. 
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March 5-8, 2009 
featuring      

David Allen Sibley          
For Festival brochure and                 
registration information:                 

sandiegoaudubon.org       
619-682-7200 

                              Please Check Your Mailing Label 
If you are a Friend of the Buena Vista Audubon Society, 
please note the expiration date on the mailing label of your 
Lagoon Flyer. This date tells you when it's time to renew 
your membership. Your membership is important because it 
helps support the many BVAS programs described in this 
newsletter.  Thank you. 

—Alice Brzovic, Membership Chair 

Interesting County Birds 

Mangrove Yellow Warbler  
This has been an exceptional winter for vagrant warblers 
in the county, but perhaps the most surprising visitor ap-
pears to have arrived from the south, not the east.  A 
mangrove yellow warbler (Dendroica petechia bryanti) 
was found in January by Mark Billings along the San 
Diego River channel in Mission Valley. This subspecies 
of the yellow warbler is distinguished by a deep maroon 
head, and lives in mangrove swamps in coastal Mexico, 
including the southern end of Baja California. A small 
population can be found in south Texas, but in the west-
ern U.S. there is only one previous accepted report, from 
Arizona.   
National Audubon re-
cently released a major 
study on the impacts of 
global warming on birds, 
citing a northward expan-
sion in the range of a 
number of species.  Is our 
mangrove yellow warbler 
a glimpse into the future 
of San Diego birding?  

Grunion Talk 
March 18—7 p.m.     (See Page 1.) 

 

Grunion Hunt 
March 27—9 p.m.     (See Page 3.) 

Mangrove Yellow Warbler 
                               —T. Blackman 



Sunshine and deep blue skies 
greeted 112 adventure seekers who 
joined the Buena Vista Audubon 
Society’s third annual “Seabirds, 
Dolphins and Whales” trip out of 
Oceanside Harbor on January 31, 
2009.  Our sold-out boat (the 
“Oceanside 95” out of Helgren’s 
Sportfishing) included guests who 
came all the way from Wisconsin 
and Seattle to be on this trip!  
 

Guy McCaskie, Todd McGrath, Jon 
Feenstra, Stan Walens, Pete Gins-
burg and Terry Hunefeld were 
aboard helping spot, identify and 
interpret seabirds.  They were 
joined by Sue Morris, Helgren’s 
marine mammal specialist, who 
found us not one, but two species of 
whales.    

Before boarding, some 
participants observed the 
wintering Glaucous 
Gull between 7:00 and 
7:30 a.m. near the mouth 
of the San Luis Rey 
river just west of the 
bridge         

Others observed a Pere-
grine Falcon on the 
beach near the jetty. 
 

Pacific and Common 
Loons, Brandt’s and 
Double-crested Cormo-
rants, Western and Eared 
Grebes and Royal and Forster’s Terns were noted 
in the harbor as we headed to the ocean.  A Wan-
dering Tattler was spotted on the “ocean” side of 
the jetty and a Marbled Godwit flew overhead as 
we departed Oceanside Harbor.  

The weather could not have been more perfect; 
jackets were shed within 30 minutes of leaving the 
harbor.  We encountered Rhinoceros Auklets al-
most immediately. “Rhinos” were flushed all day, 
totaling an extraordinary 250 by the end of the trip 
– an incredible count when you consider that they 
have been recorded by Dave Povey at sea in his 
boat on only 6 of the last 20 Oceanside Christmas 
bird counts, and then usually in numbers of one to 
three!  This is the second “invasion” year in a row 
for this dark, chunky flat-headed alcid.  Other al-
cids included Cassin’s Auklets, totaling about 100 
throughout the day, and two Xantus’s Murrelets, 
seen by Stan Walens. Before we boarded the boat 
we spotted two Glaucous-winged Gulls flying 
around and sitting on the roof of Joe’s Crab Shack; 
at least four more joined the popcorn-chum-
enjoying gull flock at sea.  There seem to be more 
“Glaucous-wings” in SoCal this winter; perhaps 
more are further south than usual due to the ex-
treme conditions earlier this winter in the Pacific 
Northwest, the same severe weather that is sus-
pected of catching many Brown Pelicans off-
guard.   

BUENA VISTA AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Lagoon Flyer       —Special Supplement—         March 2009 

Glaucous Gull    
                          —L. Dorman 

Peregrine         —T. Hunefeld 

On board the “Oceanside 95” on the 2009 Oceanside pelagic trip 

2009 Seabirds, Dolphins, and Whales Trip Report 

1. 



Counting the Glaucous Gull seen at the river, we 
enjoyed a TEN SPECIES DAY of gulls:  Western, 
Ring-billed, Heermann’s, California, Glaucous-

winged, Bonaparte’s,  
Herring,  Mew, 
Thayer’s and Olym-
pic(Glaucous-winged/
Western hybrid from 
the Pacific Northwest; 
okay, so it’s not tech-

nically its own species.                         
 

Our gull numbers came as a 
result of the popcorn that Jeff 
Coker, Major, U.S.M.C. was 
dropping off the stern with 
help from his able assistant, 
Sebastian.  
Three species of shearwaters 
were seen throughout the 

day:  about 65 Black-vented 
Shearwaters with their 
snappy flap-flap-flap-glide 
flight style flew by, some sail-
ing into the wake to check out 
what all the gull fuss was 
about.  A Sooty Shear-
water flew up the wake and 
stayed with the boat so long 
and came back so repeatedly 

(Short-tailed behavior)  that some questioned why 
it wasn’t a Short-tailed, but, nope, it was a Sooty.   
A Pink-footed Shearwater was also seen by Stan 
Walens and several others.   
 

A highlight of the day (and a lifer for many) was 
a Minke Whale surfacing five times within 200 
yards of the boat. Tom Blackman obtained some 
superb photos of this small, stealthy whale.  A 
Minke looks like a small Fin Whale, but does not 
show a spout (or, a “blow”).  They’re fast, too. One 
day off La Jolla, several of us chased a Minke in 
Dave Povey’s boat at 17 knots with the Minke pull-
ing away. Todd McGrath writes: “The Minke 
whale photo has what looks like a fresh cookie cut-
ter shark bite. I checked my other Minke photos, an 

exact match.” A Blue Shark was briefly seen by 
some of the participants.   
Another – and exceptional – highlight was a big 
pod of at least 50 Risso’s Dolphins first spotted in 
the distance breaching completely out of the wa-
ter.  When the entire pod came over to check out 
the boat,  we observed five or more calves.  While 
many pelagic birders have seen Risso’s Dolphins 
before, a nursery with calves was a lifer for many 
of us.   

Stan Walens writes:  “If Risso's 
calving season is the summer, as 
researchers speculate, these calves 
would be 5-7 months old by now, 
and would have already stopped 
nursing. Thus, they'd be a bit more 
independent from their mothers.  
Since Risso's form nursery pods, or 
as we saw yesterday, super-pods, 
which may be matriarchy-based (so 
that groups of related females band 
together) it's possible that the sec-

ond mother was there but a little further away 
while one of 
her sisters 
guarded both 
their calves,.” 
 

A marine 
mammal spe-
cialist friend 
at the Seattle NOAA office writes, "If I am inter-
preting the pictures correctly, one of the younger 
animals looks a bit older than the other to 
me.  What also might explain this is a lactating fe-
male nursing her own calf and another's for some 
reason."   

Thayer’s Gull       —T. McGrath 

Jeff and Sebastian chum with popcorn.   

Sooty Shearwater 
               —L. Dorman 

Minke Whale                                                    —T. Blackman 

Risso Dolphin and  Two Calves 
                              —T. Henefeld 
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And finally, when we all thought that it 
couldn’t get any better, a third highlight, 
the grand finale: a close Gray Whale 
surfaced and blew repeatedly near the 
boat.  The Gray Whale has no dorsal fin 
(well seen in the Minke) but instead has a 
row of 6 to 12 humps or “knuckles”.  
Barnacles and whale lice (amphipods – a 
kind of crustacean like shrimp) could 
easily be seen on the animal.   Gray 
Whales make an extraordinarily long mi-
gration from the Arctic Ocean to Baja, 
traveling near the coast approximately 
12,500 miles each year. They feed in 
bountiful nutrient-rich Arctic waters in 
the summer, then travel south to calve 
and mate in the warm, protected tropical 
lagoons off Baja, Mexico.  
 

As we neared the Oceanside jetty on our 
return, we passed near what the captain 
called “the sea lion buoy” and it was 
LOADED with California Sea Lions. 
Shortly thereafter, a jaeger came scream-
ing by the boat, exhibiting the character-
istics of a Pomarine or a Parasitic depending on 
which leader you talked to, so it was recorded as an 
unknown jaeger species.  
 

Following the trip, eight birders joined Guy 
McCaskie at Oceanside’s Buccaneer Park where 
the Rusty Blackbird was relocated at its favorite 
haunts.  The rusty wing 
edging is much reduced 
from when it was first seen 
on December 27. 
 

As you can see in the pho-
tos, the weather was SoCal 
fantastic.  Captain Joe and 
first mate Mike worked 
seamlessly with the leaders 
to get us on birds and 
mammals.  Sue Morris, 
our whale and mammal 
spotter, worked closely 
with the leaders and ex-
ceeded our expecta-
tions.  Today’s trip 
(Risso’s nursery pod, 350 

alcids, both Minke & Gray Whales, the sunshine 
and the awesome openness of the ocean) will be 
talked about for years by all aboard – especially by 
the many families who brought their children.  It 
was a day to remember.   

Bird List for the Trip 
Surf Scoter     2  
Red-throated Loon     1 
Pacific Loon     2 
Common Loon    1 
Eared Grebe   2 
Western Grebe  4 
Pink-footed Shearwater     1 
Sooty Shearwater     1 
Black-vented Shearwater     65 
Pink-footed Shearwater   1 
Brown Pelican     50 
Brandt's Cormorant     15 
Double-crested Cormorant     45 
Peregrine Falcon     1 
Wandering Tattler     1 
Marbled Godwit     1 

Bonaparte's Gull     6 
Heermann's Gull     25 
Mew Gull     1 
Ring-billed Gull     5 
Western Gull     120 
Western x Glaucous-winged Gull 
(hybrid)     1 
California Gull     30 
Herring Gull     1 
Thayer's Gull     1 
Glaucous-winged Gull     5 
Forster's Tern     3 
Royal Tern     2 
jaeger sp.     1 
Xantus's Murrelet     2 
Cassin's Auklet     100 
Rhinoceros Auklet     250 
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