Volume 39 Number 3 March 2010

Jon Baldur Hlioberg

Buena Vista Audubon Society

March General Meeting
Wednesday, March 17
An Evening with John Muir

Breathtaking Slide Show Featuring Yosemite
and the High Sierras

Presented by Rev. Don Baldwin
7 p.m. Social—7:30 p.m. Program

Meet “John of the Mountains” up close and personal!

For over 30 years the Reverend Don Baldwin, board member of Earth Justice
Ministries, has inspired audiences with his wide-screen, panoramic slide programs
of Yosemite and the High Sierras. His presentations feature color slide photographs
W of the natural world that fill three large panoramic screens.

Don Baldwin is a retired United Methodist Minister currently residing with his wife
Peggy in Nevada City, California. Shortly after ordination, Don was

appointed as the Resident Minister in Yosemite National Park. Some 20 years
earlier, when living in nearby Merced and attending John Muir Grammar School

il and Merced High School, he spent many happy hours in Yosemite, both summer
and winter - so his love of the park, and especially of naturalist John Muir, runs
deep.

Don’s tenure as the park’s Resident Minister was from 1965-69. Assignments that
followed include the campus ministry at the University of Kansas, and local United
d Methodist parishes at Kings Beach, Truckee, and Aptos, California. Retiring in
1999, Don has continued to developed several audio-visual programs utilizing six
slide projectors, a 24-foot wide triple screen, and stunning photography to elevate
the hearts and spirits of his audiences.

Baldwin as John Muir

Don has created a live characterization, “John Muir in Person!" which brings to life
America's most significant environmentalist in a personal and dramatic way. With energy, vigor, and heart, Don
shares Muir's life, his passion for nature, his triumphs and, yes, his almost tragedies. Through this dramatic presenta-
tion, which is both entertaining and enlightening, you will learn what transformed Muir from a machine specialist to a
passionate mountain man.

BVAS Sets New Records! “Climb the mountains and get their good tidings.
Nature's peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into

trees. The winds will blow their own freshness into you,
and the storms their energy, while cares will drop off like
autumn leaves.”

The numbers are in and they prove what we already knew
— BVAS is bigger and better than ever! The latest
membership figures show that we have passed the 1,500-
household threshold, setting an all-time high for the .
chapter. The 2009 annual appeal campaign also set a 1 on ly went out for a w.alk and finally concluded to st.ay
new record for year-end donations with contributions of out till sundown, for going out, I found, was really going

»»

$5,200 through the end of January. in. ~John Muir
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Trip Report

BVAS 4th Annual Pelagic Trip - Another Great Success!

Sunshine and deep blue skies greeted nearly 90 adventure seekers who
boarded Helgren’s flagship “Oceanside 95 Saturday morning 30 Jan
2010 for Buena Vista Audubon Society’s 4th annual “Seabirds,
Dolphins and Whales” trip. Guy McCaskie, Todd McGrath, Mark
Billings, Matt Sadowski, Tom Blackman, Stan Walens, Pete Ginsburg
and Terry Hunefeld were aboard helping spot, identify and interpret
seabirds. The weather could not have been more perfect; jackets were
shed throughout the morning.

Before boarding, some participants observed a Peregrine Falcon flying F*4§
past the high-rise condo at the entrance to the marina. Brandt’s and
Double-crested Cormorants, Western, Clarks and Eared Grebes and
Royal Terns were noted in the harbor as we headed to the ocean.

Captain Tim brought the boat right up to a Parasitic Jaeger sitting on - E

the water before it flushed. We enjoyed seven species of gulls:

Western, Ring-billed, Heermann’s, California, Glaucous-winged,
Bonaparte’s and Olympic (Glaucous-winged X Western hybrid from the
Pacific Northwest. Okay, so it’s not technically its own species). Also
seen were Black-vented Shearwaters, a Pink-footed Shearwater, a Com-
mon Murre and Rhinocerous and Cassin’s Auklets. Pacific, Red-throated
and Common Loons were seen throughout the day.

A highlight of the day

. was a very close en-

B counter with 2 of the 6
Gray Whales we saw
during the day. Captain
% Tim expertly timed the
whales and their dives
and two of them sur-

= faced less than 100 feet
off the starboard side to
the thrill of all aboard.

= The Gray Whale has no
dorsal fin but instead
has a row of 6 to 12
humps or

“knuckles” (well seen by all on-board the trip). Barnacles and whale lice
(amphipods — a shrimp-like crustacean) could easily be seen on the
animals.

Gray Whale - Photos by Tom Blackman

Other marine mammals highlights included two pods of Risso’s
Dolphins, several with calves. Bottlenose, Long-beaked Common and
Pacific White-sided Dolphin were also enjoyed by all, some of the
Common Dolphins showing off their Sea World acrobatic skills along
the side of the boat on several occasions

As we neared the Oceanside jetty on our return, we passed near the “sea
lion buoy” — LOADED with California Sea Lions. On our way back
into the harbor we made one last attempt to locate the Red-necked Grebe
but instead found Surfbirds, a Ruddy Turnstone and a Wandering Tattler
on the jetty while Captain Tim held the 95-foot boat in the surge close to
the rocks so that all on board could get good looks at these sometimes
elusive rocky shorebirds. Terry Hunefeld

Trip Report - by Mark Billings in association
with Matt Sadowski and Lea Squires

Surf Scoter 15
Red-throated Loon 8
Pacific Loon 5

Common Loon 3

Gavia sp. 5

Horned Grebe 1

Eared Grebe 3

Western Grebe 6

Clark's Grebe 2
Western/Clark's Grebe 75
Pink-footed Shearwater 1
Black-vented Shearwater 175
Brown Pelican 75

Brandt's Cormorant 60
Double-crested Cormorant 8
Great Blue Heron 1

Snowy Egret 2

Wandering Tattler 1

Willet 2

Ruddy Turnstone 1
Surfbird 5

Bonaparte's Gull 50
Heermann's Gull 50
Ring-billed Gull 2

Western Gull 125
California Gull 50
Glaucous-winged Gull 1
Western x Glaucous-winged Gull 1
Forster's Tern 2

Royal Tern 12

Parasitic Jaeger 1
Pomarine/Parasitic Jacger 2
Common Murre 1

Cassin's Auklet 100
Rhinoceros Auklet 18
Anna's Hummingbird 1
Red-winged Blackbird 2

Marine Mammals

California Sea Lion 12, Gray Whale 6, Pacific
White-sided Dolphin 10, Long-beaked Common
Dolphin 40, Risso's Dolphin 25,

Bottlenose Dolphin 10, Fin Whale 1-2
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Birding in March—Everyone’s Welcome!

Sat.—Mar. 6—8 a.m.—Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count. Whelan Lake is a reserve
with a freshwater lake and riparian edge habitat. Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, left at
Douglas and continue to light at North River Rd., left on North River Rd. Meet at the cul-
de-sac at the end of the road by the entrance gate. Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

Sat.—Mar. 13—8 a.m.—Wilderness Garden Preserve. Fee: $3/car. This quiet San
Diego County open space park features 4 miles of easy trails and a rich diversity of birdlife.
The plant communities represented in the park include coastal sagescrub, chaparral, ripar-
ian, oak woodland, and fresh water pond. Many species will be setting up territories for the
spring breeding season, and we should have ample opportunity to practice our birding by ~ Peregrine Falcon-Daniel S.Kilby
ear skills. For more info - www.sdcounty.ca.gov/parks/openspace/wildernessgardens.html.

Directions: From Interstate 15 take Highway 76 east for 9.5 miles. Wilderness Gardens Preserve will be on the right
hand side of the highway. Carpoolers meet at [-5/La Costa Ave. Park and Ride at 7:10 a.m. Leader Steve Brad ,
760-633-1639. (stevebradl@earthlink.net)

Sat.—Mar. 27—8 a.m.—Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count. Join the regular monthly bird survey team and get to
know the Buena Vista Lagoon. Get the satisfaction of contributing to the on-going bird database by performing a little
citizen science. We always record a nice assortment of freshwater wetland and marsh species on this easy-paced
monthly excursion. Directions: I-5 to [-78 East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and make another right turn onto
Lagoon View Dr. Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.

Sat.—Mar. 27—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Landing. Novice birders are
invited to join our monthly class for some informal, no-pressure birding. Your leader will share some friendly tips and
help you practice your bird identification skills. Directions: I-5 to I-78 East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and go to
stoplight, turn right and park in Landing parking lot on the right-hand side of road. Leader: Tom Troy, 760-967-6915.

Visit www.socalbirding.com for full pelagic birding information. Bird Trip Info Line: 760-688-0660

BVAS and the Environment Sign up with Audubon Action Center
Benefit From Jimbo’s “In the Bag” Birds and Wildlife Need You!
Wooden Nickel Program Sign up and receive email alerts concerning important
. issues impacting birds, other wildlife, and their habitats.
- Customers at Jimbo’s Audubon will match you with your specific federal and
&-‘ & Markets selected Buena state lawmakers so you can easily provide them with
N\ )] Vista Audubon Society to your views and opinions concerning these critical
‘ receive a total of $927 in the issues. There’s no time to waste - sign up today!
“ natural food store’s “In the www.audubonaction.org
, Bag” wooden nickel program

during the 4™ quarter of
2009. Photos Wanted for Website

bag to reuse rather than talfi\;he: Ee%lsggznt?rro?r??hges o Do you have some good quality
stogre Jimbo’s rewards them \%/ith a nickel per bag. photos of birds, native plants, field

’ . . : trips, happenings at the Nature Center,
Customers then have a choice of getting actual nickels BVAS events, , etc.? If you do and
for themselves or donating a wooden nickel to one of 1
the charities selected to be a recipient of the program.
The charities receive 5 cents per wooden nickel/bag
saved. The $927 BVAS received is a result of
customers reusing 18,540 bags. That is a lot of bags
that didn’t end up at the landfill. Pretty impressive!

would like to have them posted on the
BVAS website, please send them to
our webmaster, Larry Spann at
larry@spannweb.net. The website could use a little
freshening up and Larry’s telephoto lens just isn’t
powerful enough to get shots from Texas!
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Preschon] Nature Storytime

Monday, March 22—What is that
black and red circle crawling up my
arm? Why it's a Lady Bug! On
March 22 we will be learning about
Lady Bugs and their importance in
our environment. Hope to see you
on March 22 at 10:00 a.m. to find
out more, and to make a Lady Bug

of your own.

If you have any questions about Storytime, please contact
Mary Ellen at 760-918-6622.

Boy Scout Troop 752 Recognized

BVAS President Dennis Huckabay recently presented a
plaque to Boy Scout Troop 752 of Oceanside in
recognition of the number of projects which have been
undertaken at the Nature Center and grounds by troop
members in recent years. The plaque was presented
during a special ceremony held in Feburary at the Nature
Center recognizing Bo Bochman, son of BVAS board
member Joan Bochman, for his advancement to the rank

of Eagle Scout.

Come Celebrate Spring in the
Kern River Valley
April 29 - May 3, 2010

The 16™ Annual Kern River Valley Spring Nature
Festival field trips will take place on April 29 - May 3.
2010. Keynote address dinner and exhibits will be on
May 1Ist. Audubon Kern River Preserve in Weldon hosts
numerous free events, including bird walks led by
Kerncrest Audubon Society volunteers, bird banding with
the Southern Sierra Research Station, and information
booths and exhibits located in the large, shaded front yard
of Preserve Headquarters.

The Kern River Valley is one of nature’s most diverse
homes with 350 bird species. Spring bird migration
creates an exciting time for birders visiting the Kern
Valley Spring Nature Festival. The last five festivals
have averaged 233 bird species. The region centered on
the Kern River Valley hosts 138 butterfly species, 2,000+
species of plants (a third of California’s flora), and the
highest mammal diversity in the United States (115
species).

Keynote Speaker and Field Trip Schedule — TBA. Watch
their website for specific information.

www .kern.audubon.org

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD* AND CHAIRS

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Dennis Huckabay*
Dave Billings*
Kathy Billings*
Sandy McMullen*

760-757-6437
760-753-7925
760-753-7925
760-944-5690

Audubon Adventures

Center Manager

Ruth Gransbery
Annette Schneider

Christmas Bird Count Terry Hunefeld*
Conservation Co-Chair Danny DiMento*
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*

Circulation
Education Co-Chair
Education Co-Chair
Facilities/Exhibits
Field Trips

Field Trip Leader
Gift Shop

Library
Membership

Native Plant Club
Native Plant Garden
Newsletter

Pelagic Birding
Programs
Publicity

Ruddy Duck Club
Volunteers

Webmaster

Mary Jane Roberts*
Ellen Kindsvater
Nancy Miller

Doug Schanzenbach*
Andy Brumbaugh*
Steve Brad*
Rosalyn Dong*
Norma Handy
Harvey Hart

Joan Bockman*
Joan Bockman*
Andy Mauro*

E-mail: akamauro@cox.net

Terry Hunefeld*
Dennis Huckabay*
Judi Wilson*

—OPEN POSITION—
Mary Ellen Marquand*

760-729-2240
760-945-8891
760-908-3453
858-688-6891
760-942-5167
760-231-8148
760-433-8097
760-704-6479
760-390-8494
760-434-3334
760-633-1639
760-806-1430
760-634-2120
760-945-9601
760-433-9401
760-433-9401
760-753-1266

760-908-3453
760-757-6437
760-439-3649

760-918-6622

Larry Spann: E-mail: larry@spannweb.net

If you would like to get your Lagoon Flyer a week
earlier, in full color, and save BVAS the cost of printing
and postage, please notify our Membership Chair, Harvey
Hart. Send your name and email address to
bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net

Buena Vista Audubon
Nature Center

Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sun. 1p.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Mon.

760-439-2473

2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA
(East side of street on north shore of lagoon)

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049-0480

Website: www.bvaudubon.org
E-mail: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
Field Trip Hotline: 760-688-0660
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I FRIENDS OF BUENA VISTA AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases. 100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its edu-

| cational programs. Minimum donation required: $25. Friends Membershin: N R :

: I would like to donate $25 _ $50 _ $100 _ Other: rends Membership. New___ Renewal____

: Name Create Your Special Legacy Please Bill My Credit Card:

| Address Join many of our founding members and Card # CRN
: City, State, Zip make BVAS a part of your estate plan. Your

| Phone legacy gift goes directly to the Endowment Make Checks Payable to:

I Fund, providing lasting support for our Buena Vista Audubon Society
| E-mail Nature Center. Please call Dennis Huckabay | p o Box 480

: Send me my newsletter by e-mail. at 760-757-6437 for more information. Oceanside, CA 92049

The next time you visit the Nature
Center you might notice that some-
thing is missing - the dirty spots on

the carpet! Board member and Gift
Shop Manager Rosalyn Dong recently

donated a brand new Green Machine M
carpet cleaner! Thanks for all you do 'S
for BVAS!

Buena Vista Native Plant Club
March 21

oS o BIRD FESTIVAL

‘ * Weeds are not your friends! Join us for March 4 through 7
the Buena Vista Native Plant club Marina Village Conference Center
meeting on March 21% at 2pm at the Mission
Nature Center and learn the difference ) ) o ]
between native plants and weeds. The sooner you learn There are still openings for some of the birding trips
and events.

to identify weed seedlings, the sooner you can pull them
up and prevent them from spreading. This will be a
hands-on meeting as we become experts on certain
invaders. Bring gloves and weeding tools. www.sandiegoaudubon.org/birdfest
(619) 224-4975

For more information:

The Buena Vista Native Plant club meets at the Nature
Center at 2 pm on the 3 Sunday of the month.

Thursday Mornings with the Natives Pelagic Birding Website
Joan Bockman and Debra Burroughs invite interested Tips, Pics, and Trips
gardeners to join them on Thursday mornings at

9 a.m. at the Nature Center for some casual www.socalbirding.com

gardening and friendly chatter. —Sponsored by BVAS




C1TY OF OCEANSIDE'S SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BLUEBIRD
GREEN FAIR CLus
MARCH 13, 11AM-4PM will meet at the Nature Center
OCEANSIDE MUNICIPAL PIER AMPHITHEATER April 3" 9am
Visit the BVAS booth! Everyone is welcome.
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Quick Calendar for March
Sightings from the 4th Annual

Mon. Mar. 1—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m. BVAS Pelagic Trip from
Mar 4—7 San Diego Birding Festival Helgren’s Sportfishing -
Fri. Mar. 5—Board Meeting—9 a.m. g S— Oceanside Harbor
Sat. Mar 6—Whelan Lake Walk—S8 a.m.

Sat. Mar. 13—Wilderness Garden Preserve Bird Walk—8 a.m.
Sun. Mar. 21—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m.

Wed. Mar. 17—General Meeting w/ Jon Dunn—7 p.m.

Sat. Mar. 27—B.V. Lagoon Count—=8 a.m.

Sat. Mar. 27—Basic Birding at B.V. Landing—8:30 a.m.
Mon. Mar. 29—Nature Storytime—10 a.m.

Sat. Apr 3 - SoCal Bluebird Club Meeting—9 a.m

Printed On Recycled Paper

The Printery
Gray Whale and
Carlsbad, CA. Glaucous-winged Gull
el’ Photos by Tom Blackman
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Additional Photos from

SEABIRDS, DOLPHINS AND WHALES

From Helgren's Sportfishing, Oceanside
Sponsored By: Buena Vista Audubon Society

Saturday, January 30, 2010 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

1 Grav Whales &
3 Gray Whales @ o\ \(coted S heatwater

& ccommon, Murre

n?"ﬂ isso’'s Dolphins

e 3 Gray Whales




ST Mlackman Jegp




fiale, td A Blackmdn rora




OTA Blackman 2010

TR L nan J:' T




A Rlfackmen rera

Ll
B TA dlackman-20:0




FA Blackmean »




