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Miles of Wonder

The Wildlife and Landscapes of
Joshua Tree National Park

with David Jesse McChesney

6:30 p.m. Social—7 p.m. Program*
*Note: 1/2 hour earlier start time

Our March program promises to be a delight to the senses.
First of all, it will feature stunning images taken by noted
photographer and author David Jesse McChesney, with a
primary focus on the wildlife and natural landscapes of
Joshua Tree National Park. When not on book tour or vis-
iting the nation’s other national parks, McChesney makes
his home at Joshua Tree, and actively advocates for the
conservation of this unique habitat. With a nod to an
Audubon audience, his presentation will emphasize the
local birdlife.

David is an unabashed promoter of the natural wonders of
Joshua Tree National Park. Park visitors come to experi-
ence the stark beauty of the landscape, the abundant wild-
life, and the isolated charm of this
high desert habitat. The art and
music community is well-
represented among the area’s resi-
dents, and visitors are also attract-

and art shows at Joshua Tree.
Dedicated outdoor recreation en-
thusiasts are in abundance as well,
and rock climbers from around the
globe visit to experience the thrill

Greater Roadrunner

Bobcat

—Images by David Jesse McChesney

of scaling the massive boulder outcroppings which domi-
nate much of the landscape.

But this will not be just a visual program. McChesney
also has the prestigious title of National Harmonica
Champion to his credit, and we are delighted to report he
has graciously agreed to work a little blues harmonica into
his presentation at the appropriate time. Please join us in
March for a very interesting and stimulating program.

*Please note—Beginning in March, the start time of
BVAS General Meetings will move up by 1/2 hour.




Page 2

Lagoon Flyer March 2013

Conservation Matters

Batiquitos Bluffs Denied in Encinitas—
In February 2011, the Coastal Commission de-
nied a coastal development permit for the pro-
posed Batiquitos Bluffs development in a can-
yon south of La Costa Avenue in Encinitas.
Recently, the court rejected a developer lawsuit
challenging the Coastal Commission decision.
The lack of a development permit sets the stage
for the possible acquisition of this site for con-
servation. The property contains wetlands and
is heavily vegetated in coastal sage and chapar-
ral, providing important habitat for several en-
dangered species and serving as a critical wild-
life corridor connection between the lagoon and
preserved lands further south.

Carlsbad Habitat Management Plan

Update—The city of Carlsbad has scheduled a
public meeting to discuss details and progress
associated with the city’s Habitat Management
Plan (HMP). The meeting will take place on
Thursday, March 7, from 1-3 p.m., at the Fara-
day Building (1635 Faraday Ave., Carlsbad).
The city’s draft Habitat Management Plan An-
nual Report is now available at: http://
www.carlsbadca.gov/services/environmental/
hmp/Pages/announcements.aspx.

Proposed Fire Prevention Plan Targets

Chaparral—BVAS has submitted a comment
letter urging the California Board of Forestry to
retract its proposed habitat clearance program.
The letter asks the Board to work with the Cali-
fornia Natural Resources Agency and the Sen-
ate Committee on Natural Resources and Water
to create a comprehensive fire protection pro-
gram that focuses on the actual assets at risk
rather than wholesale habitat clearance. BVAS
feels we need a plan that recognizes the differ-
ences between forest, grassland, and chaparral
ecosystems when developing strategies for
wildfire protection. The full comment letter is
posted on the BVAS website at
www.bvaudubon.org.

Quarry Creek Development Update— The
scheduled February hearing on development
plans for the former quarry site in Buena Vista
Creek Valley was postponed. The proposed
plan would place 656 homes along a sensitive
riparian area and cause significant impacts on a
wildlife corridor, unique historical and cultural
resources, and traffic. Look for the item on the
Carlsbad Council agenda in March. BVAS urg-
es those interested to either show up at the hear-
ing or email comments to the City Council.

Part Three of a Yearlong Series

Celebrating Our Nature Center

BVAS received its charter as a chapter of the Na-
tional Audubon Society in 1951, was recognized
by the IRS as a charitable organization in 1973,
and filed Articles of Incorporation with the state in the spring of 1981.
The organization was now firmly established with a 30-year history of
nature education and conservation programs to its credit. The small
band of friends gathering on weekends to go on bird walks had be-
come a growing group of members actively engaged in spreading their
love of nature to the rest of the community. Time was still made for
weekend bird walks, of course, but a few members were becoming
more and more focused on the search for a permanent home.

The big break came in 1982, when Sandpiper Cove was under devel-
opment along the north shore of the Buena Vista Lagoon. As part of
the permitting process, the city of Oceanside accepted a 4.5-acre parcel
of land adjacent to the lagoon in lieu of city-required park fees for the
project. In July of that year, after many private meetings between the
key players, the city and BVAS entered into an agreement for the use
of that land. A 25-year lease gave BVAS responsibility for use and
maintenance of the land, as well as any future improvements that
might be built. Total cost: $1/year. What was to be the future site of
the Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center had finally been secured!

Next month: The drive begins for funding and approvals.

Outdoor Cats Kill Billions of Birds

A new peer-reviewed study by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute says the number of
wild birds and mammals killed annually in the U.S. by outdoor cats far
exceeds previous estimates. According to the study, an average of 2.4
billion birds are killed each year by feral cats and domestic cats al-
lowed to roam outdoors. The toll on mammals is even greater, with an
average of 12.3 billion animals killed by outdoor cats.

Dr. George Fenwick is president of American Bird Conservancy. The
ABC partners with the National Audubon Society in calling for action
on this issue. Together they promote the “Cats Indoors” program, en-
couraging responsible cat ownership. “This study, which employed
scientifically rigorous standards for data inclusion, demonstrates that
the issue of cat predation on birds and mammals is an even bigger en-
vironmental and ecological threat than we thought.” says Fenwick.

The study’s conclusions indicate cat predation may exceed all other
direct sources of human-caused bird and mammal mortality combined.
Other bird mortality sources include collisions with windows, build-
ings, communication towers, and vehicles, and pesticide poisoning.

“The very high credibility of this study should
finally put to rest the misguided notion that out-
door cats represent some harmless new compo-
nent to the natural environment. This is a wake-
up call for cat owners and communities to get
serious about this problem before even more
ecological damage occurs.” says Fenwick.

-P. Picasso



http://www.carlsbadca.gov/services/environmental/hmp/Pages/announcements.aspx
http://www.carlsbadca.gov/services/environmental/hmp/Pages/announcements.aspx
http://www.carlsbadca.gov/services/environmental/hmp/Pages/announcements.aspx
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March Birding and Upcoming Tours Basic Birding Class and

Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count
Whelan Lake Bird Walk with Joan Fountain and Tom Troy

with John Haddock Saturday, March 30—S8 a.m.
Saturday, March 2—S8 a.m. Join the BVAS fledgling birders for our basic bird-

Whelan Lake is a protected bird reserve with a freshwater lake, ing class and bird count at Buena Vista Lagoon 5]\
riparian-edge habitat, grass-covered hillsides, and an oak grove. each month. Everyone is invited to join the class
The varied habitat results in a nice assortment of bird species in all | | for some informal, no-pressure birding and lots of friendly
seasons. It is especially noted for its wintering duck populations tips. We’ll meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m. and then

and interesting sightings during fall and spring migrations. Caravan ar.ound t‘he lagopn toa se.ries of selected stops to
observe birds, discuss bird behavior, and record the number
of species we see.

Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, turn left at Douglas Dr., continue
to the light at North River Rd., go left on North River Rd. Pass )
through the entrance gate and follow the signs to the lake. Bringa ||Directions: Meet at the Nature Center parking lot, 2202
sack lunch to enjoy at the picnic tables after your walk. South Coast Hwy., Oceanside.

. 041 Leaders: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824. Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

*  Birding Oceanside | |BVAS Special Birding Trips

/ » with Steve Brad (Flyers available at Nature Center)
Sunday, March 24, 8 a.m.
This month we’ll be checking out a few of our favorite bird- WOOdpecker Wonderland
ing locales in Oceanside. We'll start the day at the Rosicru-

cian Center, then move over to nearby Buddy Todd Park, J u]y 8-12 < (NOTE CORRECT DATES)
and end up at the Prince of Peace Abby. Spring migration

will just be getting started for a few of the earlier species. Bir ding in the Or egon Cascades

We’ll be looking for a number of neotropical migrants, in- with woodpecker specialist Steve Shunk

cluding various species of warblers, tanagers, orioles, and

Join BVAS and Paradise Birding on this 5-day tour
raptors.

to the eastern slope of Oregon’s Cascade Mountains.
Directions: I-5 to Mission Ave. Go east on Mission Ave. to | | We’ll experience as many as 11 species of nesting

the Rosicrucian Fellowship (2222 Mission Ave., Oceanside. woodpeckers, 175 other breeding bird species, and
Turn left onto grounds and park in lot. some of the most spectacular scenery in the U.S.

Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639; The tour fee of $1,100/person ($200 single supple-

stevebradl @earthlink.net. ment) includes 4 nights of lodging, all meals, snacks, non-

(Cell phone will be activated on day of trip: 760-274-5256.) | | alcoholic beverages, ground transportation in a comfortable van,
and the services of our expert guide. Partici-
pants are responsible for air transportation to

2013 BVAS Pelagic Birding Schedule u and from Redmond, Oregon.

BVAS is offering seven pelagic birding trips in 2013. All i Space lelted—Slgn Up Now
trips will be on board the Grande out of Point Loma Sport- \ ; to R Y. Spot!
fishing in San Diego. First up is a 6-hour trip on April 13. \. 0 Reserve Your Spot.
Other trips are scheduled for May 4 and 18-19, June 16, Wil & G2 Limited to 9 participants. For reservations,
August 12-14, October 5 and 12-13, and November 9. M=l please contact Steve Shunk: 541-408-1753
Trips range from short 6-hour forays in near-shore waters to or steve@paradisebirding.com.

the 3-day August trip out to deep water. Prices range from
$28 to $375, based on trip length and time of registration.

Reservations: Discounts are offered for Early Bird regis- NOTE: The Tejon Ranch birding trip

trants on BVAS pelagic trips on the Grande. For reserva- . _ . '
tions, call Point Loma Fisherman’s Landing at 619-223- scheduled for Apl‘ll 12-14is SOLD OUT!

0627, and tell them you’re interested in taking a pelagic
birding trip on the Grande.

If you’d like to be placed on a waiting

. . list in case of cancellations, please call
*For details about these and other pelagic Ann Hannon at 760-602-0030

birding trips for 2013, visit the pelagic
birding website at: www.socalbirding.com.



mailto:stevebrad1@earthlink.net
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Preschon] Nature Storytime
Monday, March 25—10 a.m.

What is all that croaking about?
We bet it’s the frogs, but how do
they get started? Come to our
March Nature Storytime and

learn about our noisy, slippery

friends. We’ll also talk about pollywogs and tadpoles—the
baby frogs and toads that swim in the pond until they grow

their legs and arms. We will have songs, games, a story,
and a special craft for the children.
: Please come and join us!
C—/@ If you have any questions please call
Mary Ellen at 760-918-6622.

”Daffodils that come
before the swallow dares,
and take the winds of
March with beauty.”

—William Shakespeare

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS

President Dave Billings* 760-753-7925
Vice-President Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437
Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925
Treasurer Sandy McMullen* 760-944-5690

760-729-2240
760-583-1961
760-945-8891
760-908-3453
858-688-6891
760-942-5167
760-945-9601

Audubon Adventures Ruth Gransbury
Board Member Jacques Domercq*
Center Manager Annette Schneider
Christmas Bird Count Terry Hunefeld*
Conservation Co-Chair Danny DiMento*
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*
Circulation Lisa Hart
Education Co-Chair  Carol Riker
E-mail: carol.riker25@gmail.com

Education Co-Chair  Ellen Kindsvater

Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento* 858-688-6891
Field Trips Andy Brumbaugh 760-434-3334
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 760-633-1639
Gift Shop Rosalyn Dong 760-806-1430
Library C. J. DiMento 760-231-9096
Membership Harvey Hart* 760-945-9601

760-433-9401
760-433-9401
760-918-6622

Native Plant Club Joan Bockman*
Native Plant Garden  Joan Bockman*
Nature Storytime Mary Ellen Marquand

Newsletter Editor Andy Mauro*  E-mail: akamauro@cox.net
Pelagic Birding Terry Hunefeld* 760-908-3453
Programs Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437
Publicity Kelly Deveney* 760-721-2441
Ruddy Duck Club Kelly Deveney* 760-721-2441
Volunteers Bob Crowell* 760-207-3884
Webmaster Larry Spann  E-mail: larry@spannweb.net

Fire Threatens Nature Center

A predawn fire broke out in the dry cattail and bulrush
reeds at Buena Vista Lagoon in early February. The fire
was extinguished by Oceanside fire fighters within sev-
eral hours, but not before BVAS and Sandpiper Cove
Condo residents had to experience a few anxious mo-
ments. Flames rose to 30 feet as the fire spread close to
some structures. Because of difficult conditions posed
by the muddy ground and shallow water of the lagoon,
San Diego Fire-Rescue Department helicopters were
called in to make water drops on the fire.

The fire raged through the dry cattails, burning the reeds
down to the wet ground and leaving a large swath of
blackened ash and burned-off reed stubs. It swept over
the BVAS Nature Trail, burning up to the bridge and
one of the viewing decks, but firefighters were able to
save the wooden structures from any damage.

The reeds will soon send up new shoots from their large
root clumps, now lying dormant in the wet mud beneath
the fresh carpet of ash. But for now, marsh birds like
the clapper rails, marsh wrens, common yellowthroats,
coots, moorhens, black-
birds, and others, will be
forced to build nests in the
unburned reeds further
distant from the Nature
Trail.

A transient’s campfire was
deemed the most likely
cause of the blaze.

—Jane Mitchell, U-T

‘BUENA VISTA

.'. AUDUDBON

“~ NATURE CENJER:

e R e ) 27 iy

Location: Mailing Address:
2202 South Coast Hwy. | P.O.Box 480
Oceanside, CA Oceanside, CA 92049

(East side of street on

north shore of lagoon) Phone: 760-439-2473

Hours: Website:
Tuesday-Saturday — www.bvaudubon.org

10 a.m.-4 p.m. E-mail:
Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m. | bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
Closed Monday %
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I FRIENDS OF BUENA VISTA AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases. The BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs will receive 100% of my con-

| tribution. Minimum donation suggested: $25. I would like

todonate $25  $50  $100  Other:

| Name
: Address
I City, State, Zip

| Phone E-mail

: *[ choose to receive the digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer

| by e-mail each month. It’s a week earlier, in full color, has

| extra features, and saves BVAS and the environment the cost
| of printing and postage. Sign me up!

| *Please send me my newsletter by e-mail. —» D

Please bill my credit card:

Join many of our founding members Exp. Date: CRN
and make BVAS a part of your es-
tate plan. Legacy gifts go directly to

the Endowment Fund, providing Make Checks Payable to:
lasting support for our Nature Cen- Buena Vista Audubon
ter. Please call Dennis Huckabay at P.O. Box 480
760-757-6437 for more info. Oceanside, CA 92049

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Create A Lasting Legacy Cand s |
ar I
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

_!

Buena Vista Native Plant Club
Sunday, March 17—2 p.m.

i, The Buena Vista Native Plant Club meets at
/' the Nature Center at 2 p.m. on the third Sun-
” day of the month. March is an important
month in North County gardens, as spring
rains cause a big growth spurt in both native
plants and invasive weeds. Can you tell
which is which? Come to our meeting and get a refresh-
er course. It’s easy to get started on your native plant
garden. Come to our next meeting and get some timely
tips, or take part in one of our garden work parties at the
Nature Center every Monday morning at 9 a.m.

Monday Morning with the Natives

Interested gardeners are invited to the Nature
Center on Monday mornings at 9 a.m. for some

casual gardening and friendly chatter. :

Digital Newsletter Update

As we mentioned last month, BVAS has em-
barked on a campaign to encourage its mem-
bers to receive the Lagoon Flyer by e-mail.
Many of you who have had the chance to try out the digital
edition over the last two months have chosen to make it
your preference. Thank you! Some may not realize that
BVAS only receives about $3 out of each member’s annu-
al National Audubon Society dues, while it costs BVAS
$10 to print and mail the newsletter to a member’s home
for a year. You can see how that math doesn’t add up

Send us your e-mail address! If you haven’t yet had a
chance to view the Lagoon Flyer on your home computer,
please send your e-mail address to our circulation chairper-
son, Harvey Hart, at: harvey hart@msn.com. We’ll
quickly e-mail a sample copy for you to check out. We
should also mention that current and previous editions of
the digital edition of the newsletter can be accessed on the
BVAS website, www.bvaudubon.org. Take a look. We

Follow BVAS on Facebook

We invite you to post your photos, share your nature
links, express your thoughts, and ask your nature questions on
the BVAS Facebook page, where we like to be “Liked”!

think you’ll enjoy the full color photos and extra features.

Of course, if you still think you’d rather receive the printed
black and white version of the newsletter, we’ll be happy
to continue to mail your Lagoon Flyer to you each month.

=

Support BVAS at Jimbo’s Naturally!

Once again, shoppers at Jimbo’s Markets in the North
County can help Jimbo’s support BVAS when they go to
the market during February and March. Shoppers get a
wooden nickel to use every time they use a recyclable
bag at the market, and every wooden nickel
they put into the BVAS jar results in a five-
cent donation. It adds up in a hurry.

BVAS has received almost $2,000 from
this program over the last two years!

Volunteer at the Center s

In January, a small visitor happened into the ’

Nature Center to look around, but couldn’t find its way
out. With encouragement from volunteers Annette Waite
and Kelly Deveney, our little hummer was finally able to
find the exit, and zipped off in search of a shot of nectar.

Interested in hosting at the Nature Center, helping main-
tain the native plant garden, or maybe serving as a Nature
Guide? Call the Nature Center at 760-439-2473, or our
volunteer coordinator, Bob Crowell, at 760-207-3884, and
we’ll get you started. We’d love to have you on the team.



tel:760-207-3884

Miles of Wonder

Discovering Joshua Tree National Park
Wednesday, March 20, 6:30 p.m.

(SeeP. 1))
@ DATED MATERIAL NOI\(I;iIC{}OFIT
Please Deliver Promptly US. POSTAGE
BUENA VISTA AUDUBON SOCIETY PERMIT 4193
P. 0. BOX 480 Change Service Requested OCEANSIDE, CA

OCEANSIDE, CA 92049

BVAS March Calendar

Fri., Mar. 1—Board Meeting—9 a.m.
Sat., Mar. 2—Whelan Lake Bird Walk—8 a.m.
Fri., Mar. 8—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m.
Sun., Mar. 17—Joey’s & Johnny’s Clubhouse—1 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 17—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m.
Wed., Mar. 20—General Meeting—6:30 p.m.

“Miles of Wonder—Joshua Tree National Park”
Sun., Mar. 24—"Birding Oceanside” Walk—=8 a.m.
Mon., Mar. 25—Preschool Nature Storytime—10 a.m.

Sat., Mar. 30—Basic Birding/Lagoon Bird Count—=8 a.m.

R i

—Illustration by “windfalcon”

San Diego’s First White Wagtall

Have you noticed it’s often the best
birders who sight the best birds?
They know their birds, and quickly
recognize a rarity when it shows up.
Of course, they also tend to spend a
lot of time in the field, so their
chance of finding something special [_==
is greatly increased. Matt Sadowski
is one of those birders, and has some wonderful sightings to
his credit. Still, finding a first county record is cause for ex-
citement, even if you’re one of the experts. Here’s his story:

“I was driving south on Bay Blvd. just south of Ada St., when all of
a sudden there was a Say's phoebe chasing a black and white bird
flashing white in the wings and white outer tail feathers, right in
front of my car. I slammed on the brakes and veered off the road
while the phoebe settled on a fence and a WHITE WAGTAIL landed
on the road and proceeded to walk to a pothole and take a drink. 1
snapped off a few shots as the wagtail walked to the middle of the
road. I picked up my cell phone and started calling people I knew
were in the immediate area. Unfortunately the wagtail hopped up
onto a fence and immediately took off to the south and quickly
gained altitude flying out of sight and slightly south/southeast. Dura-
tion: ~45 seconds. I had to keep looking at the few shots I got to con-
vince myself of what had just happened.”  —Mait Sadowski, 2-10-13




WAhalen Lake Bird Sanctuary

Sanctuary’s Bird List Nears 200 Species

The unofficial bird list for Whalen Lake now stands at
189 species, quickly closing in on the milestone of 200
species. This is a composite list of bird species identi-
fied and recorded at the sanctuary between October
1993 and December 2012. It represents the contribu-
tions of many individuals who voluntarily submitted
their sightings during that time, as well as bird species
recorded on the regularly-scheduled monthly bird
walks conducted by Buena Vista Audubon Society.

The lake attracts a large number of wintering water-
fowl, with 19 different species of ducks and geese on
the list. A large number of migrating warblers and oth-
er species are also attracted to the sanctuary, including
such notables as a blackpoll and a black-throated blue
warbler. Some of the Whalen Lake birds considered
sensitive or endangered include least Bell’s vireo, wil-
low flycatcher, least tern, and California gnatcatcher.

We invite you to contribute to our
knowledge of the birds that visit
Whalen Lake by submitting your
bird lists to the resident manager.

—Vermillion Flycatcher

The old barn still stands on the grounds of the Whalen
Lake Bird Sanctuary, testament to its former existence as

a dairy farm. Barn owls, swallows, and a large hive of
honey bees now inhabit the fenced-off structure.

Resident Manager

Greg Stewart

3850 North River Road
Oceanside, CA 92058
760-722-4887
gstewartprov35@yahoo.com

Buena Vista Aububon Society’s

Whelan Lake Bird Walk

First Saturday of the Month—S8 a.m.

John Haddock
has led the
monthly bird
walk at Whelan
Lake for BVAS
since 2004.

Whelan Lake is a bird reserve with a freshwater
lake, riparian- edge habitat, grass-covered hillsides,
and an oak grove. The varied habitat results in a
nice assortment of bird species in all seasons. It is
especially noted for its wintering duck populations
and interesting sightings during fall and spring mi-
gration.

Directions: I-5to Hwy. 76 East, left at Douglas,
continue to light at North River Rd., go left on
North River Rd. Pass through the entrance gate and
follow the signs to the lake.

Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824




Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary, Inc.

Structure/Purpose

The Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary, Inc. is a nonprofit public benefit corporation and is not organized for the private gain
of any person. It is operated exclusively for charitable purposes within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code. The specific purposes of this corporation are (1) to own, manage, maintain, develop, use and pre-
serve certain real property in North San Diego County consisting of the Whelan lake and surrounding acres, for estab-
lishing, developing, operating and maintaining a sanctuary for migratory waterfowl and a wildlife and nature preserve;
(2) to maintain, protect and preserve a natural environment conducive to the attraction and conservation of migratory
waterfowl and other wildlife, including the provision of forage; (3) to develop and preserve the natural resources and
beauty of Whelan lake and the surrounding acres for the benefit, education, recreation and general enrichment of mem-
bers of the general public through the maintenance, preservation and continued use of the waterfowl sanctuary and
wildlife and nature preserve; and (4) to pursue charitable activities related to the foregoing specific purposes.
—Articles of Incorporation of Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary, Inc. (Filed April 1, 1988, Calif. Sec. of State)

Administration

Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary, Inc. is administered by four

Officers/

officers and a volunteer board of trustees. Officers and

without compensation, although individuals may receive
reasonable pay for special services provided to the organi-
zation, subject to prior approval by the Board of Trustees.

Following its initial incorporation, Whelan Lake Bird

Brent Jobe , President

Sanctuary, Inc. recorded a trust deed for the 333 acres of
land which includes Whelan lake. A corporate financial investment account was
also established at that time with funds provided from a bequest from the estate of
the Whelan family. The investment account is handled as a quasi endowment fund,
with a conservative portfolio designed to minimize risk while generating modest
yet reliable annual income. Over the years, the trustees have generally attempted to
keep a balanced annual budget, utilizing investment income to offset annual operat-
ing expenses. On several occasions, the trustees determined that large-scale im-
provement projects were required to address environmental issues associated with
the lake’s biology in order to insure the long-term viability of the lake as a wildlife
resource. These projects required expenditures greater than annual revenues could
fund, causing a depletion in the balance of the investment account. The long term
goal of the trustees is to grow the investment account, generate annual income in
excess of normal annual operating expenses, and gradually build up reserves for
future large scale maintenance or improvement projects.

trustees are elected to a one-year term by a majority vote Trustees
of the Board of Trustees at the organization’s Annual .

. . . President:
Meeting. There is no limit on the number of terms an of-
ficer or trustee may serve. Officers and trustees serve Brent Jobe

Vice-President:
Tom Clotfelter

Treasurer:
Tom Perlowski

Secretary/
Legal Council:

Knox Bell, Esq.

Trustees:

Alfredo C. Gonzales
Juan Gonzales

Mike Lloyd

Andy Mauro

Abel Moreno
John Oakley




New Agreement with City
Whelan Lake Gets Its Water

Trustees of the Whelan Lake
Bird Sanctuary and the City
of Oceanside have reached

agreement on a contract
amendment that ensures con-
tinued delivery of reclaimed

water to the lake for the next | -
20 years. Under the revised
contract, the Oceanside Pub-
lic Works Water Reclamation
Plant will continue to provide
water to the lake without
charge each year. In ex-
change, the City will be able
to utilize available Sanctuary
land as a site for habitat res-
toration projects which might
be required as mitigation for future road or other development projects undertaken by the City. The former
contract called for the city to begin charging the reserve for its water use beginning in 2012. The new con-
tract continues to allow the Water Reclamation Plant to use the lake as a temporary reservoir for any excess
amounts of reclaimed water being produced.

The Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary is a private, nonprofit entity, governed by a volunteer board of trustees. It
was established following a bequest from the Whelan family, who had formerly operated a dairy on the site

for many years. It is not directly affiliated with BVAS, although BVAS has long conducted bird counts and
led bird walks at the lake. BVAS board member Andy Mauro recently joined the Sanctuary’s board of trus-
tees.

The Sanctuary and the adjacent Oceanside Public Works Water Reclamation Plant have worked closely to-
gether over the years. The new contract represents an extension of formal agreements between the entities
that have spanned over 50 years.

There have been some recent changes at the Sanctuary. In January, Greg Stewart was named caretaker for the
Sanctuary, and a new caretaker’s trailer and enhanced landscaping around the parking area have been in-
stalled. Trail and habitat maintenance at the reserve has been upgraded, and written policies regarding public
access and use have been established. Birders wishing to visit the reserve are asked to call at least a day
ahead to make arrangements with the caretaker. The number is 760-722-4887.

—EXxcerpt from The Lagoon Flyer, Buena Vista Audubon Society; September, 2012.
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All Dates ~ All Places ~ 189 seen

SPECIES SEEN

GREBES Red-tailed Hawk
Pied-billed Grebe Golden Eagle
Horned Grebe FALCONS AND
Eared Grebe CARACARAS
Western Grebe American Kestrel
Clark’s Grebe Merlin
CORMORANTS Peregrine Falcon
Double-crested Cormorant WOOD-PARTRIDGES
PELICANS Cdifornia Quail
Brown Pelican RAILS AND COOTS
DUCKS, SWANS, Virginia Rail
GEESE Sora
Ruddy Duck Common Moorhen
Greater White-fronted Goose American Coot
Snow Goose SANDPIPERS
Ross's Goose Common Snipe
Canada Goose Marbled Godwit
Wood Duck Whimbrel
American Wigeon Greater Yellowlegs
Gadwall Lesser Yellowlegs
Green-winged Teal Solitary Sandpiper
Mallard Spotted Sandpiper
Northern Pintail Willet
Blue-winged Teal Short-billed Dowitcher
Cinnamon Teal Long-billed Dowitcher
Northern Shoveler Sanderling
Canvasback Western Sandpiper
Redhead L east Sandpiper
Ring-necked Duck Wilson's Phalarope
Lesser Scaup Red-necked Phalarope
Bufflehead AVOCETSAND STILTS

HERONS, EGRETS AND

Black-necked Stilt

BITTERNS American Avocet
Little Blue Heron PLOVERS AND
Snowy Egret LAPWINGS
Great Blue Heron Semipalmated Plover
Great Egret Killdeer
Cattle Egret GULLSAND TERNS
Green Heron Ring-billed Gull
Black-crowned Night-Heron California Gull
Least Bittern Western Gull
American Bittern Bonaparte’ s Gull
IBISAND Caspian Tern
SPOONBILLS Royal Tern
White-faced Ibis Elegant Tern
NEW WORLD VULTURES Forster's Tern
Turkey Vulture Least Tern
OSPREY LOONS
Osprey Pacific Loon
HAWKS, EAGLES AND PIGEONS AND DOVES
KITES Rock Dove
White-tailed Kite Spotted Dove

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk

Eurasian Collared-Dove
Mourning Dove
White-winged Dove
Common Ground-Dove

GROUND-CUCKOOS AND
ALLIES
Greater Roadrunner
BARN-OWLS
Barn Owl
OWLS
Great Horned Owl
Burrowing Owl
SWIFTS
Black Swift
Vaux's Swift
White-throated Swift
HUMMINGBIRDS
Black-chinned Hummingbird
Anna s Hummingbird
Costa' s Hummingbird
Rufous Hummingbird
Allen’s Hummingbird
KINGFISHERS
Belted Kingfisher
WOODPECKERS
Acorn Woodpecker
Nuttall’ s Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Western Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher
Gray Flycatcher
Pacific-dlope Flycatcher
Eastern Phoebe
Say’ s Phoebe
Black Phoebe
Vermilion Flycatcher
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Cassin’sKingbird
Western Kingbird
CROWS AND JAYS
Western Scrub-Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
VIREOS AND ALLIES
Bell’sVireo
Hutton’s Vireo
Warbling Vireo
SHRIKES
Loggerhead Shrike
WAXWINGS AND
SILKY-FLYCATCHERS
Phainopepla
Cedar Waxwing
THRUSHES
Western Bluebird
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush
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SPECIES SEEN
All Dates ~ All Places ~ 189 seen

American Robin
MOCKINGBIRDS AND
THRASHERS
Northern Mockingbird
Sage Thrasher
Cdlifornia Thrasher
STARLINGS
European Starling
WRENS
Cactus Wren
Rock Wren
Marsh Wren
Bewick’s Wren
House Wren
GNATCATCHERS
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Cdlifornia Gnatcatcher
LONG-TAILED TITS
Bushtit
SWALLOWS
Tree Swallow
Violet-green Swallow
Purple Martin
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Barn Swallow
Cliff Swallow
KINGLETS
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
OLD WORLD WARBLERS
Wrentit
LARKS
Horned Lark
WAGTAILSAND
PIPITS
American Pipit
SISKINS, CROSSBILLS
AND ALLIES
American Goldfinch
Lesser Goldfinch
Lawrence' s Goldfinch
House Finch
NEW WORLD WARBLERS
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Yelow Warbler
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Y ellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Gray Warbler
Townsend’s Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
American Redstart
MacGillivray’s Warbler
Common Y ellowthroat
Wilson's Warbler
Y ellow-breasted Chat

BUNTINGS, SPARROWS,
TANAGERS, ALLIES
Song Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Spotted Towhee
California Towhee
Western Tanager
Black-headed Grosbeak
Blue Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting

BLACKBIRDS, GRACKLES,
ORIOLES
Hooded Oriole
Bullock’s Oriole
Red-winged Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
Great-tailed Grackle
Brewer’'s Blackbird
Brown-headed Cowbird

Species seen - 189
Families w/seen species - 45
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