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Birds and Power Lines
A Fatal Attraction
Bird Conservation at Camp Pendleton
with Beth Forbus
7 p.m. Social—7:30 p.m. Program
In the early 1970s in Wyoming, wildlife biologists first
began noticing that eagles and other raptors were inadvertently being electrocuted on power lines. Almost four decades later biologists, utility companies, and conservation
groups continue their efforts to better understand the issue
and find workable solutions. Raptors and other birds are
attracted to power lines and power line structures as ideal
perching, nesting, and hunting sites, especially as natural
habitat becomes more and more scarce. Like most other
wildlife conservation issues, the problem is a multi-faceted
and complicated one, requiring cooperation of and consideration for the four E’s: engineering, education, economy,
and enforcement. Much progress has been made around
the world, including here in Southern California.
Camp Pendleton has long been recognized and praised by
those in the conservation community for its strong commitment to wildlife conservation. The Marine Corps has recently formulated an Avian Protection Plan to implement a
program on base that will reduce bird mortalities while
helping to improve electrical service reliability.
Please join us for an informative discussion about the Marine Corps’ efforts to protect wildlife on the base.

Red-shouldered Hawk on Power Line

Beth Forbus is a wildlife biologist at Camp Pendleton. Her
primary focus is on outreach and education for the wildlife
branch, as well as serving as the compliance specialist for
Migratory Bird Treaty Act issues across the base. She
came to Camp Pendleton two years ago after finishing her
master’s degree in wildlife ecology at the University of
Nebraska.
As a follow-up to our April talk, BVAS will sponsor a
guided bird walk on Camp Pendleton on Saturday, May 1.
Look for details in the May newsletter.

San Diego on spring migration reaches
a peak, and many species are fashionaSan Diego birders can be excused if we get a little
bly feathered in fine spring plumage.
“twitchy” as the calendar moves into the second quarter of BVAS will be celebrating this happy
the year. Seemingly all of a sudden, our yards and favorite occurrence with our annual Spring Biroutdoor haunts are alive with birdsong and exciting birds. dathon on Saturday, May 8. We’ll go
Many of our year-round resident birds are in the throes of out in teams and scour Oceanside for as
courtship, enthusiastically serenading for mates from
many species as we can find. Look for
prominent perches. The number of birds passing through details in next month’s Lagoon Flyer.

April and May? Time to Go Birding!
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Lagoon Flyer
Opinion

Conservation Matters

Clean Air and Water for Grandchildren

Moving Forward on Habitat
Protection in Oceanside

by Terry Hunefeld

The City of Oceanside is moving forward on developing
its specific plan to fulfill its commitment under the approved Multiple Habitat Conservation Plan (MHCP) for
North County. The MHCP was adopted by the County
and North County cities in 2003. It identifies environmentally sensitive undeveloped land throughout North
County, and sets goals for its preservation. The MHCP
process was developed as a means for achieving land
conservation goals while streamlining environmental review and development permitting on non-sensitive lands.
Following approval of the overall MHCP, each city was
required to develop its individual “Sub-Area Conservation Plan” (SAP), detailing how the city would fulfill its
particular obligations for conserving MHCP-designated
lands within its borders.
The City of Carlsbad was the first city to create its subregional plan several years ago. BVAS is very pleased
that Oceanside’s SAP and permit process is now moving
forward and that approval of this second of the subregional plans will result in triggering improved regional
coordination as specified in the MHCP. This revised
version has addressed many issues raised with the prior
drafts of the Oceanside plan as well as those identified
through four years of implementation experience with the
the Carlsbad HMP. Of particular note, the biological resource survey data has been updated, guidelines for the
SDG&E corridors are much clearer and better protect the
function of the corridors, and the San Luis Rey River
Flood Control program has been integrated into this
document. BVAS is committed to working cooperatively
with the City of Oceanside toward a final approved and
implemented SAP that will protect the environment and
secure a high quality of life for existing and future residents.
BVAS, along with nine other conservation groups, has
signed on to a comprehensive comment letter on the
Oceanside SAP. A link to the letter is posted on the conservation page of the BVAS website at bvaudubon.org.

State Parks Funding Initiative
Audubon California is supporting a November ballot
initiative to provide dependable funding for our state
parks, 50 of which include Audubon Important Bird
Areas. The initiative would increase vehicle license
fees by $18, but, in exchange, Californians would no
longer be charged state park access fees. It would
generate $500 million in annual funding for state
parks, wildlife areas, and marine reserves.
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I want my kids and grandkids to
breathe clean air and swim in
clean water. Don’t you? Every
American should be aware that
we are at a unique moment when
it comes to climate change.
Last June, the House of Representatives passed legislation
aimed at curtailing global warming pollution for the first
time. The Senate is now considering versions of a similar
bill. They all include the elements that need to be part of
any effective and sustainable legislation, such as long-term
emissions limits, effective cost-management tools and
strong incentives for the development of efficient energy
technologies.
If we act now, we have an opportunity to show global leadership on this issue and spur the growth of a clean energy
economy. If we do nothing, we must prepare for another
era of dependence on foreign oil and many other consequences.
I stand with many Americans in saying that this is an issue
that our leaders cannot ignore. I urge our senators to take
action and all Americans to make their voices heard on
this matter, regardless of their viewpoints. The time has
come for the science and solutions regarding climate
change to be at the center of our national conversation.
It’s time to define our decade.
—Reprinted from the North County Times, March 12, 2010

Have An Opinion You’d Like To Share?
As a BVAS member you’re invited to submit your written
commentary to the Lagoon Flyer. Criteria for selection of
commentaries for the newsletter include appropriateness
and timeliness of subject matter, compatibility with the
Audubon mission, and availability of space. E-mail your
commentary to the editor at: akamauro@cox.net. Please
include your name and phone number.

Report on Climate Change and Birds
Audubon has released its 2010 “State of the Birds” report. The
report updates the 2009 study that dealt with the impacts of
climate change and its influence on bird populations and their
habitats. The report shows how climate change represents a
new threat to migratory birds that could dramatically alter their
required habitat and food supply and push many species toward
extinction. A summary of the report and a link to the full report is available at: bvaudubon.org.
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Birding in April—Everyone’s Welcome!
Sat.—Apr. 3—8 a.m.—Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count. Whelan Lake is a reserve with a freshwater lake and riparian edge
habitat. Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, left at Douglas and continue to light at North River Rd., left on North River Rd. Meet at
the cul-de-sac at the end of the road by the entrance gate. Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.
Sun.—Apr. 4—8 a.m.—Penasquitos and Lopez Canyons. This area offers some of the best coastal
riparian/grassland habitat in the North County. We’ll be looking for grasshopper sparrows, a variety of
raptors, woodpeckers, Hutton’s vireos, and other expected species, with good chances for warblers and
other spring migrants. Easy walking on good trails. As always, we’ll take advantage of the opportunity
to improve our birding-by-ear skills. Directions: From I-5 South, take Local Bypass for access to Carmel Mountain Rd, take Exit 32 (Carmel Mountain Rd.), turn right on Carmel Mountain Rd., left on Sorrento Valley Rd., and left on Sorrento Valley Blvd. Proceed a mile or so to sign on right for Penasquitos Grasshopper Sparrow
—Carol Davis
Canyon. Park in lot. Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639; stevebrad1@earthlink.net
Sat.—Apr. 17—7 a.m.-4 p.m.—Pelagic Trip to the Nine Mile Bank and Los Coronados. Join BVAS on board the comfortable
Grande as we embark on our very popular spring pelagic trip. We’ll cruise out to the bird-rich waters around the Nine Mile Bank,
and then move over to the Coronados Islands for close looks at the extensive cormorant, gull, and brown booby breeding colonies.
We’ll also be seeing an exciting variety of marine mammal species along the way. Cost of the trip is $70. For reservations, call
Point Loma Sportfishing at 619-223-1627, and tell them you are interested in the April 17 BVAS birding trip on board the Grande.
Visit www.socalbirding.com for more information.
Sat.—Apr. 24—8 a.m.—Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count. Join the regular monthly bird survey team and get to know the Buena
Vista Lagoon. Have the satisfaction of contributing to the on-going bird database by performing a little citizen science. We always
record a nice assortment of freshwater wetland and marsh species on this easy-paced monthly excursion. Directions: I-5 to I-78
East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and make another right turn onto Lagoon View Dr. Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.
Sat.—Apr. 24—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Landing. Novice birders are invited to join
our monthly class for some informal, no-pressure birding. Your leader will share some friendly tips and help you practice your bird
identification skills. Directions: I-5 to I-78 East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and go to stoplight, turn right and park in Landing parking lot on the right-hand side of road. Leader: Tom Troy, 760-967-6915.

Visit www.socalbirding.com for full pelagic birding information.
Saturday, April 3, 9 a.m., Nature Center

Learning About Bluebirds
The Southern California Bluebird Club will meet at the
Nature Center at 9 a.m. on Saturday, April 3. Learn how
to attract bluebirds to your yard by setting up a bluebird
house and providing suitable habitat. We’ll also get an
update on the bluebird monitoring program now underway in North County, including sites that BVAS volunteers are managing.
Help wanted! BVAS
needs a weekly monitor
for six bluebird boxes
already up at El Camino
Country Club (on Vista
Way in Oceanside). We
also have permission
from Oceanside Parks and
Recreation to hang boxes in Buddy Todd and Alamosa
Parks. Those interested in volunteering should contact
Dennis Huckabay: 760-757-6437.
NOTE: A few handmade wooden bluebird boxes are still
available in the BVAS Gift Shop for just $25.

Bird Trip Info Line: 760-688-0660

A Big Thank You to the Spanns!
A huge thank you to Suzann Spann for the great job she
did in putting together last month’s newsletter! We
should mention that Suzann and her husband, Larry,
moved from Oceanside several years ago and now live
in far-off Texas. Despite their move, they both remain
active with BVAS. (Larry continues to serve as the
BVAS webmaster.) Suzann will also take over editing
chores for the upcoming summer edition. Nice friends!

Barn Owl on View in San Marcos
A female barn owl named Molly is causing quite a stir as
she cares for her eggs and owlets. Thousands of people
are now monitoring Molly on their computers via webcam as she goes about performing her motherly chores.
Her mate, McGee, brings by fresh food delicacies every
evening. By press time, one of
Molly’s six eggs had hatched.
To see Molly and her chicks,
go to:
www.ustream.tv/channel/theowl-box#more.
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Preschool Nature Storytime
Monday, April 26, 10 a.m.
Can you think of an amazing
reptile who walks around with
his home on his back, and also
SWIMS with his home on his
back? Come learn more about
this fascinating creature, plus sing some funny songs, hear
a story, and make your very own mystery reptile to take
home. Hope to see you at 10 a.m. at the Nature Center!
If you have any questions about Storytime, please contact
Mary Ellen at 760-918-6622.

Help Wanted—BVAS Publicity Chair
Judi Wilson, our hard-working and very effective chair of
publicity, would like to step back and give someone else
the chance to fulfill their dreams of fame and glory. We’re
looking for a new volunteer to handle publicity for bird
walks, nature programs, and special news. You’ll get
plenty of help, lots of pats on the back, and a seat on the
Board. Need more information or a bit of convincing?
Give Dennis Huckabay a call (760-757-6437).

BVAS volunteer Karisa May performs her duties at the new reception counter at the Nature Center. The new counter was part of a
$50,000 Nature Center improvement project funded by the City of
Carlsbad’s Agricultural Mitigation Fund.

New Volunteer Receptionists at BVAS
We're happy to welcome Patty Ladd and Fran MacNeely
as new volunteers at the Nature Center. They join the
ranks of the volunteers who help keep our center open
and active with diversified activities and programs. If
you’re interested in joining our team of happy volunteers,
please contact Mary Ellen at 760-918-6622.
Two-year-old naturalist Kai Compere
checks out a rock
with his magnifying
glass during his visit
to the Nature Center
last month.

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD* AND CHAIRS
President
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Vice-President
Dave Billings*
760-753-7925
Secretary
Kathy Billings*
760-753-7925
Treasurer
Sandy McMullen*
760-944-5690
—————————————-————
Audubon Adventures Ruth Gransbery
760-729-2240
Center Manager
Annette Schneider
760-945-8891
Christmas Bird Count Terry Hunefeld*
760-908-3453
Conservation Co-Chair Danny DiMento*
858-688-6891
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*
760-942-5167
Circulation
Mary Jane Roberts*
760-231-8148
Education Co-Chair Ellen Kindsvater
760-433-8097
Education Co-Chair Nancy Miller
760-704-6479
Facilities/Exhibits
Doug Schanzenbach*
760-390-8494
Field Trips
Andy Brumbaugh
760-434-3334
Field Trip Leader
Steve Brad*
760-633-1639
Gift Shop
Rosalyn Dong*
760-806-1430
Library
Norma Handy
760-634-2120
Membership
Harvey Hart
760-945-9601
Native Plant Club
Joan Bockman*
760-433-9401
Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman*
760-433-9401
Newsletter
Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
E-mail: akamauro@cox.net
Pelagic Birding
Terry Hunefeld*
760-908-3453
Programs
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Publicity
Judi Wilson*
760-439-3649
Ruddy Duck Club
—OPEN POSITION—
Volunteers
Mary Ellen Marquand*
760-918-6622
Webmaster
Larry Spann: E-mail: larry@spannweb.net

Buena Vista Audubon
Nature Center
Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sun. 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Mon.
760-439-2473
2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA
(East side of street on north shore of lagoon)
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049-0480

Website: www.bvaudubon.org
E-mail: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
Field Trip Hotline: 760-688-0660
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FRIENDS OF BUENA VISTA AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a discount on BVAS Gift Shop purchases. 100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs. Minimum donation required: $25.
Friends Membership: New ____ Renewal ____
I would like to donate $ 25 ___ $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___

Name____________________________
Address__________________________
City, State, Zip ___________________
Phone___________________________
E-mail___________________________
Send me my newsletter by e-mail.

Create Your Special Legacy
Join many of our founding members and
make BVAS a part of your estate plan. Your
legacy gift goes directly to the Endowment
Fund, providing lasting support for our Nature Center. Please call Dennis Huckabay at
760-757-6437 for more information.

Please Bill My Credit Card:
Card #______________CRN___
Make Checks Payable to:

Buena Vista Audubon Society
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

Oceanside

Native Plant Garden Tour
Sunday, April 18
2 p.m.
Come see over 15 native plant gardens in the historic
Seaside neighborhood of downtown Oceanside! Plant experts and neighborhood locals will lead a 1.5 mile walking
tour to see these wonderful
front yard gardens. Meet at
2 p.m. Sunday, April 18, at
St. Mary's school parking
lot at 515 Wisconsin Avenue. The guided walk is
free. Local children will
sell lemonade and cookies
along the route. St. Mary's
school is one block east of the 101 Cafe at Coast Highway

and Wisconsin Ave. This annual event is sponsored by the
Buena Vista Native Plant Club and the Oceanside Coastal
Neighborhood Association. For more info, go to
www.bvaudubon.org or www.OCNA.info on the web, or
call the BVAS Nature Center at 760-439-2473.
Sign-up Now for Summer Fun at the Nature Center

Buena Vista Lagoon
Nature Camp

Camp Crawdad: Ages 8-10; July 5-9; 9 a.m.-noon
Camp Tadpole: Ages 6-7; July 12-16; 9 a.m.-noon
Camp fee: $75/child for each five-day session
*Walks & Talks
*Crafts & Games
*Indian Lore

*Plants & Animals
*Music & Stories
*Fun & Fascination

Drop by the Nature Center or visit the BVAS website
(bvaudubon.org) for applications or more information.

Just Passing Through in Migration
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Quick Calendar for April
Fri. Apr. 2—Board Meeting—9 a.m.
Sat. Apr. 3—Whelan Lake Walk—8 a.m.
Sat. Apr. 3—So. Calif. Bluebird Club at the NC—9 a.m.
Sun. Apr. 4—Penasquitos/Lopez Canyon Walk—8 a.m.
Mon. Apr. 5—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m.
Sat. Apr. 17—Pelagic Bird Trip from San Diego—7 a.m.
Sun. Apr. 18—Native Plant Garden Tour—2 p.m.
Wed. Apr. 21—General Meeting—7 p.m.
Sat. Apr. 24—Buena Vista Lagoon Count—8 a.m.
Sat. Apr. 24—Basic Birding at B. V. Landing—8:30 a.m.
Mon. Apr. 26—Nature Storytime—10 a.m.
Coming Next Month:
May 1—Camp Pendleton Bird Walk
May 8—BVAS Spring Birdathon
Printed On Recycled Paper
The Printery
Carlsbad, CA.
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State of the Birds 2010 - News Release

For release: March 11, 2010

Secretary Salazar Releases New
“State of the Birds” Report Showing
Climate Change Threatens Hundreds of Species
Austin, TX – Climate change threatens to further imperil hundreds of species of migratory birds,
already under stress from habitat loss, invasive species and other environmental threats, a new report
released today by Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar concludes.
The State of the Birds: 2010 Report on Climate Change,
follows a comprehensive report released a year ago showing
that that nearly a third of the nation's 800 bird species are
endangered, threatened or in significant decline.
“For well over a century, migratory birds have faced stresses
such as commercial hunting, loss of forests, the use of DDT
and other pesticides, a loss of wetlands and other key habitat,
the introduction of invasive species, and other impacts of
human development,” Salazar said. “Now they are facing a
new threat–climate change–that could dramatically alter their
habitat and food supply and push many species towards extinction.”
The report, a collaboration of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and experts from the nation’s
leading conservation organizations, shows that climate changes will have an increasingly disruptive
effect on bird species in all habitats, with oceanic and Hawaiian birds in greatest peril.
In releasing the report, Salazar cited the unprecedented efforts by the Obama Administration and the
Department of the Interior to address climate change.
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Last week in Anchorage, Alaska, for example, the Interior Department opened the first of eight
new regional Climate Science Centers that will engage scientists from all of Interior’s Bureaus and
our partners to research climate change impacts, work with land, natural, and cultural resource
managers to design adaptation strategies, and engage the public through education initiatives.
The
Climate
Science
Centers
will help
support a
network
of
new “Landscape
Conservation
Cooperatives”
that will
engage
federal
Common Eider by Lilia D'Alba
agencies,
tribal, state, and local governmental and non-governmental partners, and the public in crafting
practical, landscape-level strategies for managing climate change impacts on land, natural, and
cultural resources within the eight regions.
“Just as they did in 1962 when Rachel Carson published Silent Spring, our migratory birds are
sending us a message about the health of our planet,” Salazar said. “That is why–for the first time
ever–the Department of the Interior has deployed a coordinated strategy to plan for and respond to the
impacts of climate change on the resources we manage.”
Key findings from the “State of the Birds” climate change report include:
• Oceanic birds are among the most vulnerable species because they don’t raise many young each
year; they face challenges from a rapidly changing marine ecosystem; and they nest on islands that
may be flooded as sea levels rise. All 67 oceanic bird species, such as petrels and albatrosses, are
among the most vulnerable birds on Earth to climate change.
• Hawaiian birds such as endangered species Puaiohi and ’Akiapōlā’au already face multiple threats
and are increasingly challenged by mosquito-borne diseases and invasive species as climate change
alters their native habitats.
• Birds in coastal, arctic/alpine, and grassland habitats, as well as those on Caribbean and other
Pacific Islands show intermediate levels of vulnerability; most birds in aridlands, wetlands, and
forests show relatively low vulnerability to climate change.
• For bird species that are already of conservation concern such as the golden-cheeked warbler,
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whooping crane, and spectacled eider, the added vulnerability to climate change may hasten declines
or prevent recovery.
• The report identified common bird species such as the American oystercatcher, common nighthawk,
and northern pintail that are likely to become species of conservation concern as a result of climate
change.

White-tailed Tropicbird chick by
Elena Babij

“Birds are excellent indicators of the health of our environment, and right now they are
telling us an important story about climate change,” said Dr. Kenneth Rosenberg, director of
Conservation Science at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. “Many species of conservation
concern will face heightened threats, giving us an increased sense of urgency to protect and
conserve vital bird habitat.”
“All of the effective bird conservation efforts already taking place to protect rare species,
conserve habitats, and remove threats need to be continued,” said David Mehlman of The
Nature Conservancy. “Additionally, they need to be greatly expanded to meet the threat
climate change poses to bird populations.”
“The dangers to these birds reflect risks to everything we value: our health, our finances,
our quality of life and the stability of our natural world,” said Audubon’s Glenn Olson. “But if
we can help the birds weather a changing climate, we can help ourselves.”
“While there is much to be concerned about in this report, we can reduce the impact of climate
change by taking immediate action to reduce carbon emissions and find creative conservation
solutions to help birds adapt to the changes that are already in process.” said David Pashley, vice
president of the American Bird Conservancy.
The report offers solutions that illustrate how, by working together, organizations and individuals can
have a demonstrable positive impact on birds in the U.S. Specifically, the report indicates that the
way lands are managed can mitigate climate change and help birds adapt to changing conditions. For
example, conserving carbon-rich forests and wetlands, and creating incentives to avoid deforestation
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can reduce emissions and provide invaluable wildlife habitat.
The report is the product of a collaborative effort as part of the
U.S. North American Bird Conservation Initiative, between
federal and state wildlife agencies, and scientific and
conservation organizations including partners from American
Bird Conservancy, the Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Klamath Bird
Observatory, National Audubon Society, The National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, U.S.D.A.
Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S.
Geological Survey.
#

Video and images for media use are provided via the State of the Birds website.
Contacts:
Department of Interior: Hugh Vickery, 202-501-4633
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Alicia King, 703-358-2522 or
571-214-3117, Alicia_F_King@fws.gov
American Bird Conservancy: Steve Holmer, 202-234-7181, sholmer@abcbirds.org
Cornell Lab of Ornithology: Pat Leonard, 607-254-2137, pel27@cornell.edu
National Audubon Society: Nancy Severance, 212-979-3124, nseverance@audubon.org
The Nature Conservancy: Blythe Thomas, 703-841-8782, bthomas@tnc.org
_______________________________________________________________________
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
159 Sapsucker Woods Rd, Ithaca NY 14850
Call us toll-free at (800) 843-BIRD (2473)
Privacy Policy | Unsubscribe
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