
SNOWY PLOVERS AND LEAST TERNS
ENDANGERED SPECIES NESTING IN NORTH COUNTY LAGOONS WITH MARYANNE BACHE 
Wednesday, May 13
6:30 p.m. Social—7 p.m. Program

Snowy Plover (C.O.)

People aren’t the only ones flocking to the beach as the sun be-
gins to warm things up each spring.  Western snowy plovers and 
California least terns, two federally endangered bird species, are 
also seeking a little private space on our often-crowded beaches.  
Going to the beach is a pleasurable recreational pursuit for us.  
For the birds, however, finding a spot on the sand where they can 
safely roost and raise their young is the difference between sur-
vival and extinction.  The fact that humans and their pets tend to 
crowd these birds from their sandy habitat is one of the primary 
reasons these birds are endangered. 

Our May program will take a closer look at snowy plovers and 
least terns.  Where can they be found?  What are some of their 
interesting behaviors and strategies for survival?  How are they 
doing?  What challenges do they face, and what can we do to 
help?         

Maryanne Bache is a field biologist who has spent many years 
monitoring the North County nesting colonies of western snowy 

plovers and California least 
terns.   She formerly served 
as Administrative Officer and 
Education Coordinator of the 
San Elijo Lagoon Conservan-
cy.  Maryanne regularly con-
ducts field surveys of native 
plants, birds, and other wild-
life.  She annually leads a field 
trip to North County lagoons 
as part of the San Diego Bird Festival. 

We hope you’ll join us for this close-up look at two of our most 
charismatic and iconic bird species—the western snowy plover 
and the California least tern.       

Please Note:  Our May general meeting will be on May 13, the 
second Wednesday of the month, in honor of Endangered Spe-
cies Week.  

ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY—MAY 16, 10 A.M.-3 P.M.
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ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
The 2015 Endangered Species Day Open 
House at the Nature Center will be a time for 
the whole family to experience the wonders 
and joys of nature.  Attractions will include 
live birds, mammals, snakes, lizards, and 
exciting insects as part of Eco-Vivarium’s 
traveling zoo.  A Nature Treasure Map and 
checklist will help guide visitors to the 
various exhibits and activities. We’ll go on a 
bug-hunting expedition with our nets, and learn how to weave our own 
baskets.  With the help of a high-powered microscope, we’ll examine the 
wiggly life in a drop of  lagoon water.    There will be loads of other fun 
activities to do as well, including kids’ crafts, nature storytime, and the 
Teddy Bear’s Parade.  Please bring your family and friends and join the 
fun.  It’s all free, of course!

APRIL MEMBER PHOTO OF THE MONTH
The most interesting photo we received in April wasn’t of 
a bird at all—it was this shot of a snapping turtle laying 
her clutch of eggs along the Nature Center trail.  It was 
taken by Morgan Shoemaker during the Basic Birding 
Workshop and Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count.  Morgan 
is a regular on the monthly lagoon count, and writes 
a very informative internet journal that chronicles the 
day’s sightings with words and photos.  Morgan notes in 
her blog that snapping turtles are not native to Califor-
nia, and were probably 
introduced as escaped or 
released pets. They’ll eat 
aquatic plants, carrion, 
and pretty much any small 
creature they can catch.   
Unfortunately, the native 
western pond turtle has be-
come seriously threatened 
as a result of competition from these non-native turtles.  
You can access Morgan’s blog at icabird.com. 

NATURE CENTER NEWS

MILKWEED FOR MONARCHS-- As part 
of the Open House festivities, we’ll 
also be planting a patch of milkweed 
in the Nature Center native plant gar-
den.  Milkweed, the primary host plant 
for monarch butterfly caterpillars, is 
becoming increasingly scarce in the 
wild as a result of the loss of natural 
open space.

NATURE DISCOVERY LAB—
IT’S A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL
The Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center has an exciting new exhibit—a 
high-quality microscope linked to a large flat screen TV.  Visitors will be 
able to focus in on the microscopic details of nature—bird feathers, bits 
of animal bone and hair, leaf tissue, insect wings, etc.  They’ll even be 
able to view the multitude of life in a few drops of lagoon water.   

This “Nature Discovery Lab” project has been on the wish list of the 
Nature Guides for several years.  The dream became a reality over the 
last few months thanks to several generous contributions.  It all started 
when BVAS Nature Guide Chris Clark saw a similar project at the Elfin 
Forest Interpretative Center in Es-
condido.  He discussed it with Tom 
Munnecke, who had been respon-
sible for installing the microscope 
at Elfin Forest.  Tom gave Chris all 
the details, and then contributed 
$500 to help fund the new exhibit 
at BVAS.  Chris then contacted Ken 
Bauer from Microscope World in 
Carlsbad, who decided to donate the expensive microscope and camera 
to BVAS.  Board members Dave and Kathy Billings pitched in by contrib-
uting the flat screen TV.   Finally, the beautiful new desk with drawers 
and cabinets was built and installed by Mike Christensen, husband of 
Nature Guide Dovey Christensen.  The result of all this generosity can 
now be enjoyed by the many students who attend our guided lessons, 
as well as daily visitors.  What a wonderful collaboration!  The next time 
you visit the Nature Center, be sure to stop off at the Nature Discovery 
Lab and take a closer look at the biodiversity and microscopic world of 
the Buena Vista Lagoon.  

NATURE GUIDES
The Nature Guides have been 
busy making up for the time 
lost when the Nature Center 
was closed for remodeling 
during the first part of this 
school year.  Ever since Jan-
uary, the schedule has been 
packed with school classes visiting to tour the exhibits 
and explore the nature trail.  Multiple class groups of 
50-plus students have become the norm as the Nature 
Guides have stepped up to accommodate the demand.  

“Sharing Our Shores”--BVAS Nature Guides are intro-
ducing a special snowy plover public awareness program 
to North County this year.  Under the program, several 
fourth and fifth-grade classes have been selected to 
receive an in-class lesson on snowy plovers, including 
identifying characteristics and the unique threats they 
face.  The birds use our beaches year-round for either 
roosting or nesting, often competing with humans and 
their dogs for an undisturbed place on the sand.  The stu-
dents will be making posters that inform the public about 
the plovers and urge people to “share our shores” with 
these tiny, endangered birds.  Some of the posters will be 
placed at snowy plover roosting and nesting sites during 
a site visit by the students.  The “Sharing Our Shores” 
program was originally designed and implemented by 

S.D. Audubon, which offered 
to mentor BVAS in bringing 
the program to North Coun-
ty.  Resource agency officials 
tasked with protecting the 
plover s’ beach habitat 
have noted that the public 
responds quite positively to 
the student posters.

   Snapping Turtle (M.S.)

   Vista High Students (C.C.)

   Snowy Plover (M. W.)

   Monarch butterfly
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WHELAN LAKE BIRD SANCTUARY WALK
Saturday, May 2—8 a.m.
May is a happening month at Whelan Lake.  
The birds are very active, with courtship and 
nesting in full swing.  Many species are busy 
feeding young, so birds can be seen foraging 
throughout the day.  Hopefully, we’ll be able 
to catch a glimpse of the owlets at the great 
horned owl nest.            
Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East; turn left at Douglas Dr.; continue 
to the light at North River Rd.; go left on North River Rd. Pass 
through the entrance gate and follow the signs to the lake.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

SECOND THURSDAY SURPRISE WALK
Thursday, May 14,--8 a.m.
Join our weekday surprise-location bird walk on the second 
Thursday of each month. Where we go is based on recent reports 
and Steve’s personal surveying. If you’d like to get on the Second 
Thursday Walk notification list, please send an e-mail with your 
name, phone number and e-mail address to: stevebrad1@earth-
link.net.
Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639. Day-of-trip 760-274-5256.

BVAS SPRING AND SUMMER PELAGIC 
BIRDING TRIPS
Information and Registration.
See the BVAS pelagic website for details 
about all pelagic birding activities:  www.
sandiegopelagics.com.  As in recent years, 
all trips will be on board the Grande, oper-
ating out of Point Loma Sportfishing.   Call 
Point Loma Sportfishing directly to regis-
ter and pay for your trip: 619-223-1627. Birders 
are encouraged to call and sign up early for the trips to insure a 
spot and take advantage of significant early bird discount prices.  
Saturday, May 16—6:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Our popular “Spring Migration” 12-hour trip goes to the farthest 
reaches of San Diego County waters—the 30-Mile Bank—to look 
for seabirds seen only occasionally or rarely in San Diego County. 
This is an excellent time of year for such sought-after species as 
black-footed albatross, ashy storm-petrel, South Polar skua, and 
Scripps’s murrelet.   We’ll also expect to encounter three or four 
species of dolphins, plus as many as five species of whales.
Sunday, June 13—7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Our “Early Summer” June trip will be the last opportunity to 
take a BVAS pelagic birding trip until September.  This trip also 
visits the 9- and 30-Mile Banks in San Diego County waters, with 
a possible brief foray into L.A. County waters depending on late 
reports and conditions encountered.  Some of the more inter-
esting species that can show up on this trip are black-footed 
albatross, red-billed tropicbird, South Polar skua, and Leach’s 
and ashy storm-petrels.  Among the likely-to-be-seen species are 
pink-footed and sooty shearwaters, ashy and black storm-pe-
trels, brown booby, and Cassin’s auklet.  

SAN LUIS REY RIVER BIRD WALK
Sunday, May 10—8 a.m.
We’ll take a Mother’s Day bird walk on 
portions of the San Luis Rey River walk/
bike trail along the south side of the river 
channel.  The elevated trail affords good 
views into the thick, willow-dominated 
riparian vegetation, where migratory 
and resident songbirds should be active.  Nearby grassy fields 
can attract several other species of birds.  Possibilities include 
blue grosbeak, black-headed grosbeak, least Bell’s vireo, swifts, 
swallows, flycatchers, and assorted warblers, like very chatty 
yellow-breasted chats.     
Directions:   From  I-5, take  I-76 east to Fousat Rd.; turn left on 
Fousat Rd., go about a block and park along the road near the 
skate park.  Look for birders on the bike path along the river.     
Leader:  Steve Brad, 760-633-1639; Day-of-walk cell phone, 760-
274-5256.

SAN DIEGUITO RIVER PARK BIRD WALK
Saturday, May 16—8:30  a.m.
The May walk will meet at the Crest 
Canyon lower trailhead at the San Diegui-
to Lagoon overlook on San Dieguito Rd. 
(west of I-5).  It will also be an opportunity 
to check out the progress of the osprey 
nest along Jimmy Durante Blvd. across 
from the Fairgrounds.  Chicks should be 
visible on the nest.    
Crest Canyon Trailhead:  From I-5, take Via de la Valle west; 
left on Jimmy Durante Blvd.; left on San Dieguito Rd.  Drive east 
about 1 mile to trailhead.  
Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824

BASIC BIRDING WORKSHOP AND BUENA VISTA 
LAGOON BIRD COUNT
Saturday, May 30—8 a.m.
Join the BVAS birders for our basic birding workshop and bird 
count at Buena Vista Lagoon. No experience necessary. We meet 
at the Nature Center at 8 a.m. and then caravan around the 
lagoon to a series of selected stops for some friendly, informal, 
no-pressure birding.
Directions: Meet at the Nature Center parking lot, 2202 South 
Coast Hwy., Oceanside.
Leaders: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379;  Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

BIRDING IN MAY
Nest-building is still going on, but many breeding species are 
now sitting on their nests.  Quite a few species seem to disap-
pear for a few weeks, as they quietly sit on eggs.  Conspicuous 
courtship behavior may now be giving way to the agitated 
behavior and alarm calls of adult birds attempting to protect 
nest sites and warn of intruders.  As eggs begin to hatch, adult 
birds can often be seen carrying food, and sometimes dispos-
ing of a fecal sack.  Migration activity is beginning to wane, as 
most birds so disposed have already passed through our area 
on their way to northern breeding grounds.

   Great-horned
   Owl (Z.)

    Hooded Oriole

    Osprey (C.M.)

    Pomarine 
    Jaeger (T.B.)
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MEMBERSHIP/DONATIONS
▭  I would love to be become a member!       ▭  I’m already a member, but want to help out more.
As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a discount on BVAS Gift 
Shop purchases. The BVAS Nature Center and its programs will receive 100% of my contribution. Minimum donation suggested: $25. 

▭  I have no internet access and would prefer a printed copy of the monthly newsletter.

Check One:  ▭  Buena Vista Audubon Society   ▭  Ridgway Rail Society Fund  
Amount $  _________________  Check/Card #  ____________________________  Exp. Date ________  CVR ______________
Make Checks Payable to:  Buena Vista Audubon P.O. Box 480, Oceanside, CA 92049
▭  I would like to learn more about the Ridgway Rail Society, please contact me.

CONTACT INFO
Name  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address  __________________________________________ City, State, Zip  ________________________________________
Phone  ____________________________________________ E-mail  ______________________________________________

Want to Join the BVAS or support the Fund? Just fill out this form:

RIDGWAY RAIL SOCIETY - WE’RE MAKING PROGRESS!
There’s good news regarding both property acquisitions now being sought by BVAS.  The Califor-
nia Wildlife Conservation Board has advanced the proposed purchase of the 3.5-acre Buena Vista 
Lagoon parcel for funding.  Following review and approval of the property appraisal by the State 
Department of General Services, the project would be placed on the WCB agenda for final funding.  
This final step is expected to take place at the WCB meeting in November, with escrow to close by 
yearend.   With respect to the 31-acre parcel adjacent to the San Luis Rey River, WCB is currently 
still reviewing the proposal.  The project was recommended for approval by local staff, and WCB is 
expected to advance this project for funding as well, possibly within the next month or so.  A review and approval of the appraisal by 
the State would then follow, before the project would be returned to WCB for final funding.  If all goes as expected, this acquisition 
would close escrow during the first quarter of 2016.   

The wonderful support received by BVAS from its membership and the community at large has been a tremendous help in advancing 
these acquisitions through the State funding process.  BVAS continues to seek funds to support the acquisitions and help meet future 
expenses associated with the restoration and on-going management of these properties.  If you haven’t yet made your donation 
and become a member of the Ridgway’s Rail Society, please consider joining now.  There’s still time for you to become a part of this 
historic effort to help preserve the natural heritage of our community!       

REMEMBERING LUCILE DAVIS
One of the original BVAS charter mem-
bers, Lucile Davis, passed away in March.  
Lucile was a constant fixture at the Nature 
Center from the first day of its opening 
in 1988 until it closed for remodeling last 
year.  She and her late husband, Stan, had 
moved to Vista from New York State in 
1983, and Lucile quickly became involved 
with BVAS.  Lucile had always had a keen 
interest in geology and archeology.  She and 
Stan were responsible for building the geographic model of the 
lagoon and various archeological exhibits now on display at the 
Nature Center.  In addition to leading school groups on visits to 
the Nature Center, Lucile became a Nature Center host, regularly 
volunteering for the Tuesday morning shift.  

In the words of Center Manager Annette Schneider:  “We will miss 
Lucile and the class she brought to our Center.  Her knowledge, 
her passion for education, her sense of fashion and style, and her 
refined manners, all defined her, and thus defined BVAS as well.  
We thank you, Lucile, and appreciate every hour you devoted to 
BVAS.  Lucile, you were loved by many, esteemed by all.”            

VOLUNTEER NEWS
It has been both sad and happy times for BVAS volunteers.  With 
the passing of Lucile Davis in March, BVAS lost not only one of its 
original volunteers, but a lady who had a real passion for the Na-
ture Center, and for her community as well.  On a brighter note, 
the Nature Guides have been very busy, hosting as many as 60 
students on some days as they try to make up for trips cancelled 
earlier in the school year when the Center was closed for remod-
eling.  Are you interested in helping make a difference?  Please 
contact Volunteer Coordinator Bob Crowell.

BOARD MEMBER ELECTIONS IN JUNE 
The BVAS June meeting will also be the official BVAS Annual 
Meeting.  Members will be asked to vote on the slate of candi-
dates for BVAS Officers and Directors for the 2015/16 Fiscal Year.  
This year, several current officers and directors will be stepping 
down, and several committees will be seeking new chairs and 
committee members.  BVAS is looking for new candidates to join 
the Board and fill committee vacancies.  If you would like to take 
a more active role in the organization, or know someone you 
would like to nominate for a position on the BVAS Board, please 
contact Volunteer Coordinator Bob Crowell.  A member of the 
Nominating Committee will contact you to discuss your interest 
and answer any questions.   

    Lucile Davis
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BVAS NATIVE PLANT CLUB
GARDEN WORK PARTY 
Morning with the Natives  - Every Monday - 10 a.m. 
Interested gardeners are invited to join the gardening group 
at the Nature Center every Monday at 10 a.m. for some casual 
gardening and friendly chatter. 

INTERESTED IN NATIVE PLANTS?
Come to the Endangered Species Day Open House on May 16 
(10 a.m. to 3 p.m.).  We’ll be giving mini-walks through the na-
tive plant gardens at the Nature Center, talking about how our 
native Americans and early settlers used  the various plants, 
and answering your questions about native plant gardening.  
It’s a perfect chance for you to find out more about which 
plants might work well in your yard.  

NATURE CENTER EVENTS

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS
President Dave Billings* 760-753-7925
Vice-President Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437
Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925 
Treasurer Sandy McMullen* 760-944-5690 
Bird House Auction Kelly Deveney 760-721-2441 
Board Member Jacques Domercq* 760-583-1961 
Center Manager Annette Schneider 760-945-8891 
Christmas Bird Count Andy Mauro* 760-753-1266 
Conservation Co-Chair Danny DiMento* 858-688-6891 
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz* 760-942-5167 
Education Chair Fran MacNeel 760-929-9158 
Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento*  858-688-6891 
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad*  760-633-1639 
Gift Shop Susie Martin* 760-580-9440 
Graphics Coordinator J.J. Springer 818-859-8244 
Library C. J. DiMento 760-231-9096 
Membership/Circulation Janice Osborne    bvaudubon.@sbcglobal.net
Migrating Birders Trips Janine Free* 760-908-7334 
Native Plant Club & 
Native Plant Garden

Joan Bockman*  760-433-9401 
BVNPC@sbcglobal.net

Nature Storytime Mary Ellen Marquand 760-918-6622
Newsletter Editor Andy Mauro*                  akamauro1@gmail.com
Outreach Booth Susie Martin*  760-580-9440
Pelagic Birding socalbirding.com
Programs Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437
Publicity Natalie Shapiro*   bloomingtrillium@yahoo.com
Ridgway’s Rail Society Andy Mauro* 760-753-1266
Ruddy Duck Club Open Position                     Contact Bob Crowell
Volunteers Bob Crowell* 760-207-3884 

kbcrowell@cox.net
Webmaster Larry Spann                         larry@spannweb.net

2015 BIRDHOUSE AUCTION
If you were among the 200-plus folks who built and donated bird-
houses, or attended the 2015 BVAS Birdhouse Auction to support 
the Nature Center, THANK YOU!  New records were set for both 
attendance at the auction and money raised to fund BVAS nature 
education programs throughout the year.   The top auction item 
was “Standing Egret,” a stunning art piece hand-crafted out of 
fine woods by Allan Price of Vista, and purchased by Sandy and 
Fred McMullen for $400.  Oceanside ceramic artist Maria Counts 
contributed two beautiful pieces which together brought in $675 
during the live auction.  All told, over $7,600 was raised during 
the evening. Thank you to all the birdhouse builders, passionate 
bidders, loyal sponsors, and dedicated volunteers who together 
made this our most successful birdhouse auction ever.  We can 
hardly wait until next year!”

Location:
2202 South Coast Hwy.
Oceanside, CA
(East side of street on north 
shore of lagoon)
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

BUENA VISTA AUDUBON NATURE CENTER
Tuesday-Saturday — 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Phone: 
760-439-2473
BVAS Website: 
bvaudubon.org
We are also on Facebook!
E-mail: 
bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net

KIDS’ CORNER AT THE NATURE CENTER
Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse
Third Sunday, May 17 --1-4 p.m.
Kids and parents are invited to stop by the 
Nature Center for some informal nature fun.

PRESCHOOL NATURE STORYTIME
Monday, May 25, 10 a.m.

Flutter by butterfly--what is all the excitement 
about?  It’s spring, and you are learning to 
spread those wings!  How wonderful to see your 
beautiful colors.  We will be learning all about 
your metamorphosis at our May meeting at the 

Nature Center, with songs, a story, and a take-home craft. There 
will be a secret to guess in our surprise box as well. 
Questions? Call Mary Ellen: 760-918-6622.

BVAS NATURE CAMP
June 22-26, 2015--9 a.m.-12 Noon
Hurry!  It’s time to sign up your kids 
for summer fun at the Nature Center!    
“Camp Crawdad” is geared for children 
ages 6-10, and will run the week of 
June 22-26, Monday-Friday.  We’ll have 
lots of fun activities to capture the 
attention of the campers, and help them build an awareness 
and appreciation for the natural things in our community.  
We’ll learn through walks, talks, crafts, games, songs, and 
stories about the lagoon’s animals and plants, and the peo-
ple who used to live here.  We’ll meet some feathered and 
furry wild critters, go on a bug walk, and examine the life in a 
cup of water from the lagoon.  

Registration fee of $100 ($89 for BVAS Friends) 
includes all materials.  Stop by the Nature 
Center or visit the BVAS website at www.bva-
udubon.org for more information and to pick 
up a registration form.  Class size is limited, 
so reserve your space early.  Get the summer 
started on an exciting, happy note!  

mailto:bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
http://bvaudubon.org


BVAS QUICK CALENDAR
Fri. May 1 Board Meeting 9 a.m.
Sat. May 2 Whelan Lake Bird Walk 8 a.m.
Fri. May 8 Nature Guides Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Sun. May 10 San Luis Rey River Bird Walk 8 a.m.
Wed. May 13 General Meeting and Program 6:30 p.m.

“Snowy Plovers and Least Terns ”
Thur. May 14 Second Thursday Surprise Bird Walk 8 a.m.
Sat. May 16 San Dieguito Bird Walk 8:30 a.m.
Sat. May 16  Endangered Species Day   

Open House at the Nature Center
10 a.m.-
3 p.m.

Sun. May 17 Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse 1 p.m.
Mon. May 25 Preschool Nature Storytime 10 a.m.
Sat. May 30 Basic Birding and Lagoon Bird Count 8 a.m.

Photo Credits:  Many thanks to our photographers. Steve Brad 
(S.B.), Chris Clark (C.C.), Andy Mauro (A.M.), Chris Mayne (C.M.), 
Craig O’Neal (C.O.), Morgan Shoemaker (M.S.), Zssd (Z.). 

BVAS WELCOMES OUT-OF-TOWN GUEST
It took a few months, but the BVAS 
“Surprise Walk” birding group finally 
paid a call on a surprise visitor who had 
flown in from the East Coast way back 
in December.  A male Baltimore oriole 
has been hanging out at the Seascape 
Apartment complex in Carlsbad since 
the holidays, its presence first noted and 
reported by expert birder Paul Lehman 
as he was participating in the Oceanside 
Christmas Bird Count.  It appears that 
winter in San Diego has suited this bird 
just fine, because it has continued to 
linger in the flowering eucalyptus  trees around the apartments 
ever since.  In early April, Steve Brad’s birding group paid a call 
and paid their respects to the visitor with its distinctive orange 
and black plumage.   Migrating and wintering Baltimore ori-
oles only appear in very small numbers in California, averaging 
perhaps 2-3 sightings per year in San Diego County.  We guess it 
should come as no surprise that the Second Thursday Surprise 
Walk birders were again able to successfully find a rare bird on 
their monthly quest.  Congratulations, everyone! 
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   Baltimore Oriole (S.B.)



   Buena Vista Audubon Society                                          

and 

 

 

are hosting an 

Endangered Species Day 

Spring Open House  

Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center 

Saturday, May 16—10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

And you’re all invited!             

Schedule of Activities 

*Live Animals!  Meet a whole host 

of live snakes, turtles, lizards, toads, 

and arthropods at the Eco-Vivarium 

booth, including several endangered 

species.   

*Insect Encounter—Grab a net and 

go on a  nature trail bug walk.  Make 

friends with the BVAS pet tarantula! 

*Lagoon Discovery Dip—Help catch, 

identify, and release delightful crea-

tures from the lagoon.   

*Youth Crafts and Mask Making—

We’ll supply all the materials and you 

make a mask of an endangered species. 

*Nature Storytime —Special stories 

and songs for the younger set. 

*Endangered Species Scavenger 

Hunt—With map, checklist and prizes. 

*Basket Weaving Workshop—View 

Native American artifacts and handi-

crafts, and weave your own basket.  

*Plant and Animal Discovery Sta-

tions—Interactive displays and 

handouts. 

*Birds of the Lagoon==View the 

birds with telescopes set up on the new 

Nature Center View Deck. 

*Animal Tracking Table—Making 

tracks and figuring them out.                    

*Troubadour Tom—Music and mus-

ings from our wandering minstrel. 

*Wildflower Garden Walk—Spring 

blooms are all around us! 

*Refreshments! 

*Teddy Bear’s        

Parade—2 p.m., 

with our furry friend. 

 

 

Artwork taken from entries in the   2014  

Endangered Species Poster Contest. 

It’s our annual celebration of birdsong and wildflowers, with a special tip of 

our cap to our endangered species.  A wide assortment of live animals will 

be on hand, and the free activities we have planned will appeal to people of 

all ages.  Of course, there’ll be lots of family fun, with Mother Nature as our 

playmate.  Come meet your neighbors.  We’ll even supply the refreshments!   

Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center                                                  

2201 S. Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA                                                             



   All camps are taught at the 
Buena Vista Lagoon/Nature Center 
located at 2202  South Coast Hwy. 
in Oceanside, at the border of 
Oceanside and Carlsbad, next to 
Buena Vista Lagoon. 

Class size is limited, so                 
reserve your space early! 

For more information, call the     
Nature Center at 760-439-2473, or 

email at   

bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net  
 

Cancellation Policy:  No refunds 
will be made two weeks prior to the 

start of camp or for no-shows. 
  

Please Note:  The news media may 
elect to cover all or part of this 
event, which can include photos 

and video which identifies and may 
quote the child.    

               

 

 

 

A fun camp where we will learn through 
walks, talks, crafts, games and stories, 
about the lagoon’s animals and plants, 
and the people who used to live there.  

BUENA VISTA LAGOON NATURE CAMP 2015 
Buena Vista Lagoon                            
Nature Camp 2015  

                          ________ 
Camper’s name   Age 

              
Address  

       

City     Zip 

       

Phone – Home      Work 

       

Cell Phone 

       

Print Parent/Guardian name 

       

Emergency Contact & Phone 

       

E-mail Address 

Does your child have any special needs ,  medi-
cal or other?  If so, please explain: 
___________________________________________ 
       

  Camp Crawdad (ages 6—10) 
 $100 per Child.  

*$89 with a BVAS Friends membership. 

Bring or mail this application, along with a 
check made payable to: 

Buena Vista Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 480 

Oceanside, CA 92049-0480 
Please note on check:  For Nature Camp 

Camp Crawdad 
Ages 6—10 

June 22—June 26 
 9:00 am to 12 noon 
Camp fee:  $100.00 
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