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May General Meeting

there is a concerted effort underway to conserve and bring
Wednesday, May 14
back this rare subspecies of
pocket mouse. A number of
plants, as well as the predators
that hunt this endangered speAn Enigmatic Minifauna on the Brink
cies, rely upon it for their existwith Amaranta Kozuch
ence.
6:30 p.m. Social—7 p.m. Program
Amaranta Kozuch is Senior
Standing atop the sandy bluffs in coastal Southern Califor- Research Technician for the Pacific pocket mouse captive
nia, you may not be aware of the miniature burrows under breeding program at the San Diego Zoo. We’re also proud
your feet. But get down to ground level some time around to say she’s a member and volunteer at BVAS. Join her as
midnight with a pair of night vision goggles, and a littleshe takes us on a journey to become up close and personal
known world just might become apparent. Pacific pocket
with a tiny and very charismatic local resident who is
mice, the smallest of the pocket mice, couldn’t be living a
more dangerous existence. They were thought to be extinct chugging along through history trying to make it in the big
world of changing landscapes.
until a small population was discovered in 1993. Now

The Pacific Pocket Mouse

Endangered Species Day
Open House at the Nature Center
Saturday, May 17—10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
BVAS and Preserve Calavera are once again teaming up to
host a May Open House at the Nature Center in honor of
Endangered Species Day. We’ve planned a fun day of
activities geared to interest and excite people of all ages.
Live animals on display will be the order of the day, with
most families of the animal kingdom represented. Included among the various species of live snakes, lizards, toads,
and arthropods being brought in by the folks at EcoVivarium, will be several local species that are on the
endangered species list. The very popular “Lagoon Discovery Dip” will again allow participants to catch, identify, and release a sampling of animals from the lagoon.
Several new events and activities have been added this
year, including a pre-event endangered species poster art
contest for elementary students, that attracted 160 entries.
A special “Clapper Rail Theater” will be set up in the
Nature Center for viewing the entries and finding out the
winners of the poster art contest. Another new activity,
“Tune in to Nature,” will be staged on a trail deck,

where blindfolded participants will be able to
experience the sounds
and scents of nature.
The Buena Vista Lagoon Neighborhood
Association will join
BVAS in hosting a
booth to answer questions about mosquitos,
“Northern Spotted Owl”
clean water, and other
aspects of the Buena Vista Lagoon Restoration Project.
For younger children, we’ll have sessions of “Nature
Storytime” throughout the day, and the craft table will
feature endangered species mask-making. Families can
go on an endangered species scavenger hunt
with their maps and checklists, visiting plant
and animal discovery stations inside the
Nature Center and along the trail.
Finally, at 2 p.m., our friendly wandering minstrel, Troubadour Tom, and a special furry friend will lead everyone
on the Teddy Bear’s Musical Parade and Picnic.
Please join us with your family and friends for our annual
spring celebration of birdsong and wildflowers. It’s all
free, of course. We’ll even supply the refreshments!
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Damn the Mosquitos, Full Speed Ahead!

The Birth of the Buena Vista
Lagoon Neighborhood Association
Peter Yeomans and his wife, Becky, live on Ditmar Street
in Oceanside, just a few houses north of the Buena Vista
Lagoon. Pete had a private law practice in Oceanside for
about 30 years, and earlier had served a few years as deputy city attorney. He’s been retired for five years now, and
regularly hosts at the Nature Center. He recently was invited to join the BVAS Board and will be serving as the
new Publicity Chairperson. Pete greatly enjoys spending
time outdoors.
It was late in the day a little over a year ago. Pete had just
fired up his barbecue, but the mosquitos were so thick he
had to run into the house in retreat. In the weeks that followed he kept bumping into others who were also upset
about the mosquitos. Debbie Kraus and Jan Rolston were
among the first to join with Pete and Becky. It was decided to invite anyone interested to a meeting at Pete’s house
to talk about the problem. Word spread, lots of people
showed up, and discussion was lively about the cause of all
the mosquitos and what could be done about it. Thus was
born a new advocacy group, the “Buena Vista Lagoon
Neighborhood Association” (“BVL Neighbors” for short).
The new group set about educating itself about mosquitos
and their control. They knew mosquitos were tied to the
lagoon, and began to learn how the various lagoon restoration alternatives under consideration might affect the mosquito problem. They tried contacting state and county
agencies to learn about the restoration timing and possible
mosquito control measures. At first, no one would return
their calls. When they did get hold of staff members, they
found a general reluctance to do anything, with agencies
seemingly working at cross purposes, and each pointing at
others they felt needed to act first. Uncertainties surrounding the lagoon restoration were a complication.
Pete scheduled a second public meeting several months
later. Anticipating an even larger crowd, he asked BVAS
for approval to use the Nature Center. One of Pete’s
friends had begun a “Nextdoor” social media exchange for
the group to share information and post comments, and
interest was running high. Keith Greer, SANDAG’s project coordinator for the lagoon restoration, agreed to come
to address the group about the present status and future
timing of the lagoon restoration. The meeting attracted
about 80 people, including Oceanside councilmen Jerry
Kerr and Jack Feller. Everyone was brought up to speed
on the restoration project, including the sobering fact that it
might take as long as 20 years before the lagoon was fully
restored. It was clear that more effective mosquito abatement strategies would need to be implemented in the interim. The large neighborhood turnout impressed the elected

Pete Yeomans points to the problem reeds at Buena Vista Lagoon.

officials, which in turn seemed to open up communication
lines between the group and state and county officials and
staff. Things were finally beginning to move.
A couple of months ago, California Department of Fish
and Wildlife decided to finally purchase a reed mower, a
specialized piece of equipment that can cut wide swaths
though the cattails. Several months from now, following
the breeding season for several marsh-nesting birds like the
endangered clapper rail, a reed-mowing project will take
place at Buena Vista Lagoon. The newly cut openings
through the reeds will make it easier for San Diego County
Vector Control to apply a biological larvicide that kills
mosquito larvae without affecting other aquatic life. Decreasing the density of the reeds will also allow fish and
other mosquito larvae predators to more effectively feed on
the larvae. It appears the fall outdoor barbecue season for
Pete and his Ditmar Street neighbors may have been saved.
The BVL Neighbors are to be congratulated for their persistence in getting the attention of the powers that be and
effecting a change for the better in the management of the
lagoon—no small task! Taking the time to get involved,
educate themselves, attend meetings, write letters, call officials—that’s the kind of effort and determination that
makes a community work. The group realizes that the
health of the lagoon is directly tied to the health of the
community, and everyone is a stakeholder in the decision
about how and when the lagoon should be restored.
The BVL Neighbors will help host a booth at the Spring
Open House at the Nature Center on May 17. It’ll be a
chance to meet more neighbors and answer questions about
the lagoon restoration, and such things as mosquito control,
lagoon ecology, clean water, and sand on the beach. The
group can be reached at buenavistalagoon@nextdoor.com.
BVAS encourages other lagoon residents to join the BVL
Neighbors, attend its meetings, and add to the chorus of
voices urging a timely and responsible lagoon restoration.
BVAS has taken a position in favor of removing the weir at the
mouth of the lagoon and restoring the lagoon to its historical
status as a tidal estuary and saltmarsh. The BVAS position paper is posted on the BVAS website.
—Andy Mauro
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Birding with BVAS
Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary Walk
with John Haddock—Saturday, May 3—8 a.m.
Our great horned owl is on her nest with chicks!
Last month we tallied 73 species, including eight warbler species, multiple Pacific-slope flycatchers, a Hutton’s vireo, and
black-headed grosbeaks. A number of male and female wood
ducks have arrived, and should be taking up residence in the
lake’s nesting boxes by May.
Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East; turn left at Douglas Dr.; continue to the light at North River Rd.; go left on
North River Rd. Pass through the entrance
gate and follow the signs to the lake.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

Second Thursday Surprise Walk
with Steve Brad—Thurs., May 8—8 a.m.
Join our weekday surprise-location bird walk on the second
Thursday of each month. Where we go is based on recent
reports and Steve’s personal surveying. If you’d like to get on
the Second Thursday Walk notification list, please send an email with your name, phone number, and e-mail address to:
stevebrad1@earthlink.net.
Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639.
Day-of-trip cell phone, 760-274-5256. Seen in April—
Cassin’s Vireo

Lower San Dieguito Park Bird Walk
with Steve Brad—Sun., May 11—8 a.m.
Lower San Dieguito Park is a very bird- and birder-friendly
locale. The urban parkland habitat includes towering eucalyptus and sycamore trees, well-maintained park vegetation, two
small ponds, and native chaparral-covered hillsides. It all attracts an impressive array of bird species. We may also drive
to another nearby location later in the morning.
Directions: I-5 to Loma Santa Fe Dr.; east to El Camino Real;
turn left (north) and proceed a mile or so. Park entrance will be
on the left. Park will be closed to cars when we
arrive, so park outside near the entrance.
Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639.
Day-of-trip cell phone, 760-274-5256.

BVAS Migrating Birders
Enjoy birding travel with friends.
BVAS Migrating Birders generally take
two trips to birding hotspots across the U.S. and to foreign destinations each year. Our trips feature small, friendly groups,
expert guides, and very competitive fees. We’ll be announcing
our 2015 trip schedule soon, and hope you’ll be able to join us.

Page 3

San Dieguito River Park Bird Walk
with John Haddock—Saturday, May 17—8 a.m.
John leads this bird walk on the third Saturday of each month.
The location rotates month-to-month between the wetland
area at the San Andres Dr. trailhead east of I-5, and the
lagoon overlook and upland coastal sage scrub habitat along
the Crest Canyon trail on the west side of I-5.
April Walk: San Andres Dr. Trailhead—From I-5, take
Via de la Valle east; turn right (south) on San
Andres Dr. and go to end of road.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

Basic Birding Workshop and
Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count
with Joan Fountain and Tom Troy
Saturday, May 31 —8 a.m.
Join the BVAS birders for our basic birding workshop and
bird count at Buena Vista Lagoon. No experience necessary.
We meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m. and then caravan
around the lagoon to a series of selected stops for some
friendly, informal, no-pressure birding.
Directions: Meet at the Nature Center parking lot, 2202 South
Coast Hwy., Oceanside.
Leaders: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.
Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

All-Day, Pelagic Bird Trips Scheduled
—May 17 and June 7—
Due to popular demand, BVAS has
chartered Grande for two 12-hour
trips on Saturdays in May and June to
the farthest reaches of San Diego Co.
waters—the 30-Mile Bank. We’ll
look for seasonal seabirds seldom seen in San Diego County.
We may also briefly bird in L.A. Co. waters. May and June
mark the peak of spring migration. These are the best
months to find the elusive ashy storm-petrel, which typically
are seen out beyond the 9-Mile Bank. We'll also see black
storm-petrels and perhaps a Leach's or two. There’s a good
chance for south polar skua as they fly north from their Antarctic breeding grounds. The sometimes difficult-to-find
Scripps’ murrelet will also be a key target species. Marine
mammals should be in evidence, including three-to-four species of dolphins and several different whales.
Fees and Registration: The fee for our 12-hour May and
June pelagic trips ranges from $60-$85, depending upon date
of registration. As always, please reserve early to take advantage of Early Bird pricing. Sign up at Pt. Loma Sportfishing: 619-223-1627.

For complete pelagic birding info, visit the BVAS
Pelagic Birding website at: www.socalbirding.com.
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does nothing beyond bare minimum, with no additional buffers or adequate enforcement for homeless encampments, offroad vehicles, or off-leash dogs that degrade natural lands.
The long-awaited General Plan (GP) for the City of Carlsbad The new GP fails to address the shortage of parks and open
was recently released, after an investment of over three years space, particularly in older parts of the city. Some park acres
are inexplicably double-counted as both preserved natural
and 1 million dollars. While it provides that the City will
continue to move towards better pedestrian, bicycle and pub- open space with no public access, and as a public park. One
lic transit options, this GP falls far short of delivering on the future park is counted in all four quadrants of the city, a
sleight-of-hand designed to play games with park-perland conservation promises made in 1986 with the Growth
quadrant standards. There is no recognition of the value of a
Management Plan, as well as the vision of its residents.
In 1986, we were told Carlsbad would always be a low densi- neighborhood park—one accessible by stroller or walker. In
many neighborhoods the only park is a school yard that is
ty residential community with 40% open space. Caps were
fenced and locked. Failure to provide the minimum required
placed on housing units, and minimums were established on
the percentage of open space and the amount of parkland to parks puts further strains on sensitive natural lands.
Do you want a GP that fulfills the community vision and
be provided. In 2004, Carlsbad’s Habitat Management Plan
keeps the promises that go back to 1986? See the full plan at
established the minimum amount of natural open space rewww.carlsbadca.gov/envision, and submit your comments
quired to protect endangered species. In 2010, the Carlsbad
Community Vision was adopted, reinforcing growth manage- by May 19. Attend a community meeting on May 5, at 6 p.m.
at Dove Library, or May 7 at Calavera Hills Community Cenment goals by prioritizing “protection and enhancement of
ter. You can find out more about the General Plan, its shortopen space and the natural environment.” It fostered active
comings, and how it can be improved by contacting Preserve
lifestyles and community health by “furthering access to
Calavera at info@preservecalavera.org. Let’s make sure
trails, parks, beaches and other recreation opportunities.”
the future Carlsbad lives up to the vision of its residents.
Flash forward to 2014. The percentage of open space in the
—Diane Nygaard; Preserve Calavera
City is now reduced below the promised 40%, and the standard for what counts as open space has lessened. The new GP
760-724-3887

A “Conservation Matters” Guest Editorial

Carlsbad General Plan Falls Short

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Bird House Auction
Board Member
Center Manager
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation Co-Chair
Conservation Co-Chair
Circulation
Education Chair

Dave Billings*
760-753-7925
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Kathy Billings*
760-753-7925
Sandy McMullen*
760-944-5690
Kelly Deveney*
760-721-2441
Jacques Domercq*
760-583-1961
Annette Schneider
760-945-8891
Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
Danny DiMento*
858-688-6891
Joan Herskowitz*
760-942-5167
Lisa Hart
760-945-9601
Ellen Kindsvater
760-433-8097
E-mail: ckindsvater1@gmail.com
Facilities/Exhibits
Danny DiMento*
858-688-6891
Field Trips
Andy Brumbaugh
760-434-3334
Field Trip Leader
Steve Brad*
760-633-1639
Gift Shop
Susie Martin*
760-580-9440
Library
C. J. DiMento
760-231-9096
Membership
Harvey Hart*
760-945-9601
Migrating Birders Trips Janine Free*
760-753-8336
Native Plant Club
Joan Bockman*
760-433-9401
Native Plant Garden
Joan Bockman*
760-433-9401
Nature Storytime
Mary Ellen Marquand
760-918-6622
Newsletter Editor
Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
E-mail: akamauro@cox.net
Pelagic Birding
Website:
www.socalbirding.com
Programs
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Publicity
Pete Yeomans
760-439-9053
Ruddy Duck Club
—Open Position— Contact Bob Crowell
Volunteers
Bob Crowell*
760-207-3884
E-mail: kbcrowell@cox.net
Webmaster
Larry Spann E-mail: larry@spannweb.net

BVAS Gift Shop
All T-shirts and hats
50% off in May!
Just in time for summer.

Location:
2202 South Coast Hwy.
Oceanside, CA
(East side of street on
north shore of lagoon)

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday —
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m.

BVAS Website:
www.bvaudubon.org
Pelagic Birding Website:
www.socalbirding.com
E-mail:
bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net

Phone: 760-439-2473
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FRIENDS OF BUENA VISTA AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a discount on BVAS Gift Shop purchases. The BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs will receive 100% of my contribution. Minimum donation suggested: $25. I would like to donate $ 25 ___ $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___

Name____________________________________
Address__________________________________
City, State, Zip ___________________________
Phone______________ *E-mail______________
*Please send me the digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer
by e-mail each month. It’s a week earlier, in full color,
has extra features, and saves BVAS and the environment
the cost of printing and postage. Sign me up!

Spring Fundraising Campaign
Please support our spring campaign with your donation, and help
fund the Nature Center and BVAS
programs throughout the year.

Thank You!

*Please send me my newsletter by e-mail.

Preschool Nature Storytime
Monday, May 19, 10 a.m
What would it be like to carry your
house on your back? This month
we’ll learn about the native turtles
that have lived in our lagoon since
before people were here. Our
native pond turtles are different
from the turtles we see in the pet
store, and that makes them special.
We’ll learn a little more about why our turtles are so special, read a story about turtles, sing a song, and make a
take-home craft. Of course, we’ll also visit our fun
surprise box.
Please Note: Our May Nature Storytime will be one
week earlier than normal because of Memorial Day.
Questions? Please call Mary Ellen: 760-918-6622.

BVAS Native Plant Club
Sunday, May 18—2 p.m.
Garden Work Party: Every Monday— 9 a.m.
The Buena Vista Native Plant Club support group regularly
meets at the Nature Center at 2 p.m. on the third Sunday of
each month. Everyone’s welcome, regardless of their native
plant knowledge or gardening expertise. Club members answer your questions and help solve your gardening issues, as
well as offer tips for native gardening activities appropriate
for the season. We always spend time among the native
plants in the gardens or along the trails.

Monday Morning with the Natives—Interested
gardeners are invited to join the gardening group at
the Nature Center every Monday at 9 a.m. for
some casual gardening and friendly chatter.

Please bill my credit card:
Card #________________________
Exp. Date:________ CRN_____
Make Checks Payable to:

Buena Vista Audubon
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

Spring Fundraising Campaign
In the past, BVAS and other Audubon chapters often
formed teams and conducted a series of “Birdathon” bird
walks for their spring fundraising campaign. This was a lot
of fun and did its job of raising needed funds. But BVAS
regularly offered numerous bird walks over the course of a
year. After awhile, conducting a “Birdathon” as a fundraiser started to lose its special appeal.
A few years ago, the Board decided to try something new.
It wanted to reach out to all members, young and old, singles and families, those who were passionate about birding,
as well as those with other interests. BVAS now hosts a
Spring Open House at the Nature Center in May (see p. 1).
We no longer solicit pledges for participation in, or for
birds seen on, a Birdathon. Instead, we invite our members
and the community to come to our Open House, view the
exhibits, enjoy a host of activities, share a little friendly
conversation, and have some refreshments.
Of course, that doesn’t mean we don’t still need to raise
funds each May to help support the Nature Center and our
many programs through the rest of the year. Toward that
end, please look for your Spring Fundraising Campaign
letter in the mail, along with a donation form and return
envelope. We hope you’ll once again respond generously.

Kids’ Corner At the Nature Center

Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse
Kids and parents are
invited to stop by the
Nature Center for some
informal nature fun.

Third Sunday
May 18
1-4 p.m.

Our Tiny Endangered Species

The Pacific
Pocket Mouse

Support the Spring Fundraising Campaign

Wednesday, May 14

Because you appreciate the
Nature Center and BVAS programs
throughout the year.

(See page 1.)
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BVAS Quick Calendar
Fri. May 2—Board Meeting—9 a.m.
Sat. May 3—Whelan Lake Bird Walk—8 a.m.
Thur. May 8—Second Thursday Surprise Bird Walk—8 a.m.
Fri. May 9—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m.
Sun. May 11— San Dieguito Bird Walk—8 a.m.
Wed. May 14—General Meeting—6:30 p.m.
“Discovering the Pacific Pocket Mouse”

Sat. May 17—12-hour Pelagic Birding Trip—6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat. May 17—San Dieguito River Park Bird Walk—8 a.m.
Sat. May 17—Nature Center Open House—10 a.m.-3 p.m.
“Endangered Species Day Celebration”

Sun. May 18—Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse—1 p.m.
Sun. May 18—Native Plant Club—2 p.m.
Mon. May 19—Preschool Nature Storytime—10 a.m.
Sat. May 31—Basic Birding and Lagoon Bird Count—8 a.m.
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Bald Eagles Soar Over Lake Henshaw
What better way to celebrate the Endangered Species Act
than to cite the recovery of the bald eagle in the lower forty-eight states? Beginning 10 years ago, a pair of bald
eagles started nesting at
Lake Henshaw. The only
previous county nesting
record had been in 1936.
Still a notable sighting,
there are now several
nesting pairs in the county. Having recovered under protection of the Endangered Species Act,
bald eagles are a thrilling
sight for San Diego birders. This adult was soaring with a fish in its talons
above Lake Henshaw in
April. Another adult and
three juvenile eagles were
also flying over Lake
Henshaw that day.
—Photo by Gary Nunn

Buena Vista Audubon Society
and

are hosting an

Endangered Species Day

Spring Open House
Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center
Saturday, May 17—10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Schedule of Activities
*Live Animals! Meet a whole host
of live snakes, turtles, lizards, toads,
and arthropods at the Eco-Vivarium
booth, including several endangered
species.
*Live Insect Encounter—Butterflies,
beetles, and bugs —oh my!

*Lagoon Discovery Dip—10 a.m. and
noon. Help catch, identify, and release
delightful creatures from the lagoon.

*Nature Storytime—Special stories
and songs for the younger set.
*Endangered Species Scavenger
Hunt—With map, checklist and prizes.
*Clapper Rail Theater—See the entries and winners in the Endangered
Species Youth Poster Art Contest.
*Plant and Animal Discovery Stations—Interactive displays and
handouts.
*Lagoon Restoration Info Station—
Meet your neighbors and discover the
connection between lagoon restoration
and such things as mosquito control,
clean water, and sand on the beach.
*Animal Tracking Table—Making
tracks and figuring them out.
*Troubadour Tom—Music and musings from our wandering minstrel.
*Youth Crafts and Mask-Making—
Take home some fun!

And you’re all invited!
It’s our annual celebration of birdsong and wildflowers, with a special tip of
our cap to our endangered species. A wide assortment of live animals will
be on hand, and the free activities we have planned will appeal to people of
all ages. Of course, there’ll be lots of family fun, with Mother Nature as our
playmate. Come meet your neighbors. We’ll even supply the refreshments!

Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center
2201 S. Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA

*Wildflower Garden Walk—Spring
blooms are all around us!

*Refreshments!
*Teddy Bear’s
Musical Picnic and
Parade—2 p.m., with
our furry friend.
(Artwork taken from entries in the
Endangered Species Poster Contest.)

