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“PELICAN DREAMS”

Brown Pelican (Wikipedia)

A STORY OF FRIENDSHIP, SURVIVAL, AND THE BEAUTY OF FLIGHT
Wednesday, June 17
6:30 p.m. Social—7 p.m. Annual Meeting—7:15 Showtime

“Pelican Dreams” follows the exploits of Gigi, a 4-month old
pelican who stopped for a rest on the Golden Gate Bridge one
afternoon in 2008, caused a massive traffic jam, and became a
star of YouTube. The bird was captured by a tow truck driver and
delivered to International Bird Rescue for rehabilitation.
This film by Judy Irving, her first major work after the 2005 hit
documentary “The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill,” was released
late last year and won high praise as a New York Times “Critics’
Pick.” The film is about wildness, why we need it in our lives
and what we can do to protect it. Gigi was starving when she
alit on the bridge. Insufficient fish supplies have left thousands
of brown pelicans emaciated, and their breeding levels close to
zero for the past five years. Brown pelicans were nearly extinct
a few decades ago due to the pesticide DDT, and were listed
as endangered. After DDT was banned, the pelican population
rebounded and they were eventually removed from the list. The
birds are having trouble again, but Irving’s film generally takes
an optimistic view about the new threats being faced by brown
pelicans. Her study of brown pelicans is affectionate, at times
humorous, and reveals a sense of wonder and awe at the birds’
simple beauty.

Come enjoy this engaging, bird-oriented movie on the BVAS “Big
Screen.” And, as those of you who have been on a BVAS-sponsored pelagic birding adventure know,
we always supply the popcorn.
Special Note: In 2015, BVAS and seven
other Audubon chapters contributed
to the support of a monitoring program of Pacific brown pelicans nesting at the Channel Islands, their only
U.S. breeding colony. This study was
needed to understand how this subspecies is faring at a time when scarce food supplies are causing multiyear breeding failures. Audubon also generated over
1,000 letters to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service urging greater
attention be paid to our beleaguered pelicans. As a result, funds
and staff time have been allocated for pelican monitoring and
conservation, and things are now looking up. The USF&W Service
and fisheries managers are working to ensure enough of the
anchovies and other forage fish required by pelicans remain in
Pacific coastal waters, and the agencies are establishing plans to
monitor and protect pelicans for the long term.

BVAS ANNUAL MEETING AND BOARD ELECTION
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 7-7:15 P.M. (PRIOR TO THE MOVIE)

NATURE CENTER NEWS
NATURE CENTER GETS “GREEN” CERTIFICATION

The Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center has been
recognized by the City of Oceanside as a leader in
efforts to increase environmental sustainability in
the community. After City staff interviewed Nature
Center Manager Annette Schneider and conducted
an audit of Nature Center practices with respect to
recycling and energy efficiency, BVAS was commended on its efforts and invited to join other qualified Oceanside businesses and organizations in the Green Oceanside
Business Network. BVAS received a plaque to be displayed at the Nature
Center. Kudos to Annette for all her efforts on behalf of sustainability at
the Nature Center.

LAND ADDED TO BATIQUITOS LAGOON RESERVE

Over 50 acres of upland covered with coastal sage and soft chaparral
was added to the Batiquitos Lagoon Reserve in March, thanks in part
to the determined advocacy efforts of BVAS Conservation Chair, Joan
Herskowitz. The property is located on the south side of the lagoon
along La Costa Avenue, in Encinitas. In 2009, the property was slated for
a residential development which would have significantly impacted the
wildlife corridor that connects the protected hillsides and canyons along
El Camino Real to the 610-acre lagoon reserve. In a joint effort with the
Sierra Club, Joan filed a successful appeal of the development permit to
the California Coastal Commission on behalf of BVAS, and then continued to promote the acquisition and conservation of the property to various municipal and regional resource agencies. The property supports
wetlands, coastal sage scrub, and chaparral, and is another important
link in the protected open space along Encinitas Creek in Carlsbad. The
property was purchased by SANDAG to help meet mitigation requirements associated with the North Corridor I-5 Freeway improvement
project.

STUDENTS CREATE SNOWY
PLOVER CONSERVATION
POSTERS

Two classes of 3rd and 4th grade students at Foussat Elementary School in
Oceanside took part in a “Sharing Our
Shores” program this spring designed
Snowy Plover (S.B.)
to help western snowy plovers, a small
shorebird that nests on the sand at several North County beaches and
lagoons. BVAS Nature Guides visited the two classes in May to teach the
students about the plovers. Among other things, the students learned
that the birds need a spot on the beach where they can nest and raise
their young without being bothered by people. Following the class session, the students created posters with messages designed to help people understand that the plovers needed their private, protected space
during the nesting season. With the help of California State Parks rangers and California Department of Fish and Wildlife biologists, several of
the posters were selected to be copied and laminated. The posters will
be placed on posts and fences next to plover nest sites at Ponto State
Beach and Batiquitos Lagoon in Carlsbad. The program culminated for
the students with an early-morning field trip to Ponto Beach, where they
observed shorebirds and evaluated the area based on their new knowledge of the habitat requirements of snowy plovers. Congratulations to
the Foussat Elementary School students for their fine work. BVAS hopes
to be able to expand this program to include other schools and other
plover nesting sites in the future.
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SUMMERTIME FUN AT THE NATURE
CENTER

Are you looking for some fun activities for your young
children to enjoy during July and August, maybe something that doesn’t involve television, Facebook, video
games, smartphones and the like? How about bringing
the family down to the Nature Center and spending a few
hours with Mother Nature? There will be plenty of things
for you and your youngster to do at the Nature Center,
and it’s all free. Here are some ideas:
Make some new friends at Joey and Johnny’s Clubhouse— Joey and Johnny invite other kids to join them
for some nature-related fun at the Nature Center on the
3rd Sunday of each month (July 19 and August 16) at 1
p.m. The kids set off finding fun things to do together,
while the adults take a break (and maybe lend a helpful
hand when needed).
Learn about frogs and snakes at Summer Nature Storytime for Preschoolers— Mary Ellen and the children will
read stories, sing songs, and make crafts featuring frogs
(July 27) and snakes (August 24). Summer Nature Storytime will be on the 4th Monday of July and August at 10
a.m.
Go on a nature treasure hunt— Pick up a Nature Treasure
Map and checklist at the front desk and see what you can
find along the trail.
Making Masks (M.G.)
Test your sense of smell—
Walk the trail and list the
different smells you find,
like pungent sage, almond-scented laurel sumac,
musky marsh mud, savory
wild celery, and many
others.

Try out some binoculars— Borrow some loaner binoculars from our front desk and check out the lagoon from
the new, second-story view deck.
Touch and feel— Pick up and examine the many nature
finds set out on the “hands-on” counter in the classroom.
Be a scientist— Examine such things as the minute details of a dragonfly wing, or the antennae of a stink bug,
with the aid of the high-powered microscope at the BVAS
Nature Discovery Lab.
Color it green— Sit down at the
big round table with the BVAS
Nature Activity Book and dig into
our box of crayons.
Read a children’s nature book—
Have your child curl up on a bean
bag chair while you read one of
our children’s nature books (or
Alisha, Trini-ty, & Liberty bring your own book and add
view the exhibits with
to our collection!).
grandma.

BIRDING WITH BVAS
WHELAN LAKE BIRD SANCTUARY WALK

Saturday, June 6—8 a.m. Repeats July 4, and August 1
Summer time, and the living is easy (relatively speaking!). Despite continuing drought conditions across the county, the lake
still provides a dependable source of fresh water for birds and
other wildlife. Seeds, flowers, berries, insects, reptiles, and other
food sources are in plentiful supply for the various bird species
that breed at or adjacent to the preserve.
Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East; turn left at Douglas Dr.; continue
to the light at North River Rd.; go left on North River Rd. Pass
through the entrance gate and follow the signs to the lake.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

SAN DIEGUITO RIVER PARK BIRD WALK

Saturday, June 20—8:30 a.m. San Andres Dr.
Saturday, July 18—8:30 a.m. Lower Crest Canyon.
Saturday, August 15—8:30 a.m. San Andres Dr. trailhead.
John will maintain his regular schedule throughout the summer,
with walks on the third Saturdays of June, July, and August. The
walks alternate each month between the San Andres Dr. and
Lower Crest Canyon trailheads (see schedule above). Birding
during the summer months at San Dieguito Lagoon provides an
opportunity to study the herons, egrets, stilts, avocets, and birds
of the adjacent uplands that nest in North County. By August,
some early-migrating shorebird species will begin arriving from
their northern breeding grounds.
Directions to San Andres Dr. Trailhead: From I-5, take Via de la
Valle east; turn right (south) on San Andres Dr. and go to end of
road.
Directions to Lower Crest Canyon Trailhead: From I-5, take Via de la Valle west; left
on Jimmy Durante Blvd.; left on San Dieguito Rd. Drive east about 1 mile to trailhead.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824
Bushtit (J.S.)

BVAS MIGRATING BIRDERS

Fall trip to Eastern Sierra: Plans are being finalized for a 3-4
day, BVAS-sponsored trip to the Eastern Sierra in September or
October this year. Trip participants will drive to the Mammoth
area and stay at a local lodge. The group will go off together on
day trips to various birding locales, and then gather for dinner
and storytelling at the end of the day. Group size will be limited.
If you’d like to be on the advance notification list for details on
this trip as plans develop, please send an e-mail to Steve Brad
at: stevebrad1@earthlink.net. The trip will be offered as part of
a renewed BVAS focus on providing birding trips lasting several
days to locations that are within a day’s driving time from North
County.

SECOND THURSDAY SURPRISE WALK

There will be no scheduled Second Thursday Surprise Walks for
June, July, or August. Depending on vacation schedules and any
interesting bird sightings that might turn up in the county, one
or two special “Surprise Walk” events might be held. Steve will
notify those on the Second Thursday Surprise Walk e-mail list of
these special events. If you’d like to be included on the notification list, please send your name, phone number, and e-mail
address to: stevebrad1@earthlink.net.
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BASIC BIRDING WORKSHOP AND BUENA VISTA
LAGOON BIRD COUNT

Saturday, June 27, July 25, and August
29—8 a.m.
Join the BVAS birders for our basic birding
workshop and bird count at Buena Vista
Lagoon. No experience necessary. We
Common
Yellowthroat (M.S.)
meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m. and
then caravan around the lagoon to a series of selected stops for
some friendly, informal, no-pressure birding.
Directions: Meet at the Nature Center parking lot, 2202 South
Coast Hwy., Oceanside.
Leaders: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379; Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

PELAGIC BIRDING TRIPS

Information and Registration.
Sunday, June 14—7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Our “Early Summer” June trip will be
the last opportunity to take a BVAS
pelagic birding trip until September.
Laysan albatross (G.N.)
This trip also visits the 9- and 30-Mile
Banks in San Diego County waters, with a possible brief foray
into L.A. County waters depending on late reports and conditions encountered. Some of the more interesting species that
can show up on this trip are black-footed albatross, red-billed
tropicbird, South Polar skua, and Leach’s and ashy storm-petrels. Among the likely-to-be-seen species are pink-footed and
sooty shearwaters, ashy and black storm-petrels, brown booby,
and Cassin’s auklet.
Pelagic Birding Information and Trip Registration.
See the BVAS pelagic website for details about all pelagic birding
activities: sandiegopelagics.com. As in recent years, all trips will
be on board the Grande, operating out of Point Loma Sportfishing. Call Point Loma Sportfishing directly to register and pay
for your trip: 619-223-1627. Birders are encouraged to call and
sign up early for the trips to insure a spot and take advantage of
significant early bird discount prices.

BIRDING IN THE SUMMER

June--Young birds are beginning to fledge in great numbers.
Adult males of some species can be seen feeding fledglings off
the nest, while females may be back at the nest sitting on a
second brood of eggs. The last of the lingering migrants leave
for the north.
July--Most breeding activity is over and singing by male birds
is noticeably reduced. Adult birds can still be seen being
followed by new fledglings and juveniles looking for handouts. Successful birding must be done early in the morning,
as warmer temperatures and a lessening of parental feeding
responsibilities combine to reduce mid-day bird activity.
August—Early migrants begin to show up from breeding
grounds. The herons and egrets become more evident as they
leave their rookeries to forage in the coastal lagoons. Some
birds, notably house finches and bushtits, begin to form large
flocks. Year-round chaparral birds, like thrashers, towhees,
wrentits, and gnatcatchers, begin territorial singing again.

VOLUNTEER CORNER
NATURE GUIDES: REWARDS OF THE JOB

“The Audubon Nature Center is a great place for relaxing,
ixploring, keeping memorys and the Audubon Nature Center is
great for loving animals and nature. I loved everything. There are
frogs, tadpoles and turtles if you stay quiet.”
“I really enjoyed it by going on the trail and seeing different
kinds of plants. I really hope we go back there sometimes when
we have another feild trip. Thank you very much for bringing us
there and showing us dead animals. “
“The Buena Vista Audubon was one of the best field trips I
ever went on. I learnd so much! I got to see the cat tails, taste
the pickle weed, and the lemon barrys. I thoght both of them
tasted good. I also learned that the stuffed animals are called
taxidermy. I got to see a alive turanchwa! I hope I get to go again
with my family and tell them every thing I learned!”
--From the hand-written thank-you notes
of Foussat Elementary School third-graders.
Anyone leading a class of youngsters on
a tour of the Nature Center can count on
their happy reaction to the bobcat display—everyone loves the bobcat! It’s also
fun for group leaders to hear the excited
exclamations when kids encounter a stink
bug or some other interesting critter out on
the trail. Nature Guides get a lot of positive
feedback for the hours they spend helping children experience
the nature that exists here at the lagoon. The students and
teachers are very good about thanking the Nature Guides before
they get back on their bus or into their cars at the end of their visit. And that’s often not the end of it. Once the students get back
to school, their teachers often have them sit down and handwrite personal thank you notes.
For Nature Guides, reading those
notes never fails to bring a smile.
It’s their reward for a job well
done. Could your spirits use a little
lift? Maybe it’s time you joined the
Nature Guides! We thought we’d
share a few smiles with you.

MEMBERSHIP/DONATIONS
▭

I would love to be become a member!

▭
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SUMMER FUNDRAISING APPEAL

BVAS Friends and Members will be receiving our annual spring/
summer appeal letter in June, asking for support for the maintenance and upkeep of the Nature Center and nature education
programs throughout the year. BVAS tries to limit the number of
times it asks for financial help from its members. We normally
only send out two fundraising letters each year—our year-end
appeal and our spring/summer appeal. This last year, however,
we added a third fundraising appeal with a special request for
funds to support our campaign to acquire and preserve two
important vacant parcels of land in Oceanside—the 3.5-acre
Buena Vista Lagoon property and the 31-acre property west of
the Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary. Everyone associated with BVAS
is justifiably proud of what has been accomplished this past year.
The Board of Directors understands that nothing gets done without the hard work of its volunteers, and the generous support of
its chapter members. Thank you everyone, for all you do.

AMARANTA MEMORIAL

The Nature Guides have planted
native plants along the east side of the
Nature Center in memory of Amaranta
Kozuch, a special BVAS volunteer and
friend who lost her life in a tragic car
accident last December. Amaranta was
only 29 years old, but she had already
touched many of us with her kind spirit
and passionate love of nature. The
plants are part of a memorial that will
include a plaque located next to a new
Monarch butterfly garden.

Amaranta Kozuch

VOLUNTEER NEWS

Are you are interested in becoming a volunteer at the Center and
helping to make a difference? Maybe you’ve been a volunteer
somewhere in the past, and are ready to get active again. BVAS
has a number of volunteer opportunities available, and we guarantee you’ll be able to find something that is perfectly suited to
your particular personality, skill, or area of interest! For more
information or just to get a conversation started, please call or
e-mail Bob Crowell at 760-207-3884, kbcrowell@cox.net.
Want to Join the BVAS or support the Fund?
Just fill out this form:

I’m already a member, but want to help out more.

As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a discount on BVAS Gift
Shop purchases. The BVAS Nature Center and its programs will receive 100% of my contribution. Minimum donation suggested: $25.
▭ I have no internet access and would prefer a printed copy of the monthly newsletter.

Check One: ▭ Buena Vista Audubon Society ▭ Ridgway Rail Society Fund
Amount $ __________________ Check/Card # _____________________________ Exp. Date_________ CVR_______________
Make Checks Payable to: Buena Vista Audubon P.O. Box 480, Oceanside, CA 92049
▭ I would like to learn more about the Ridgway Rail Society, please contact me.

CONTACT INFO

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________ City, State, Zip _________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________________ E-mail _______________________________________________

NATURE CENTER EVENTS
BVAS NATIVE PLANT CLUB

KIDS’ CORNER AT THE NATURE CENTER

Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse
Third Sunday, June 21, July 19, August 16 --1-4 p.m.
Kids and parents are invited to stop by the Nature
Center for some informal nature fun.

GARDEN WORK PARTY

Morning with the Natives - Every Monday - 10 a.m.
Why not join the Monday morning garden
crew for a little habitat work this summer?
Summertime is the perfect time for those
special projects like clearing vegetation
near the building and digging a bio-swale
to collect water runoff. Some non-natives are drying out and
easier to isolate for removal. We will also work on making natural barriers to limit access to restricted areas along the trail
and create a place of safe harbor for various native animals.
Interested gardeners are invited to join the gardening group
at the Nature Center every Monday at 10 a.m. for some casual
gardening and friendly chatter. Native Plant Club Coordinator
Joan Bockman will generally be on hand to offer guidance and
answer your questions about native plant gardening.

BVAS NATURE CAMP

June 22-26, 2015--9 a.m.-12 Noon

Last Chance! It’s time to sign
up your kids for summer fun
at the Nature Center! “Camp
Crawdad” is geared for children ages 6-10, and will run the
week of June 22-26, Monday-Friday. We’ll have lots of fun
activities to capture the attention of the campers, and help
them build an awareness and appreciation for the natural
things in our neighborhood. We’ll learn through walks, talks,
crafts, games, songs, and stories about the lagoon’s animals
and plants, and the people who used to live here. We’ll meet
some feathered and furry wild critters, go on a bug walk, and
examine the life in a cup of water from the lagoon.
Registration fee of $100 ($89 for BVAS
Friends) includes all materials. Stop
by the Nature Center or visit the BVAS
website at bvaudubon.org for more information and to pick up a registration
form. Class size is limited, so reserve
your space early. Get the summer started on an exciting, happy note!

BOARD MEMBER ELECTIONS IN JUNE

The official BVAS Annual Meeting will be held prior to the showing of our movie, “Pelican Dreams”, on June 17. Members will be
asked to vote on the slate of candidates for BVAS Directors for
the 2015/16 Fiscal Year. This year, several current officers and
directors will be stepping down, and several committees will be
seeking new chairs and committee members. BVAS is looking for
new candidates to join the Board and fill committee vacancies. If
you would like to take a more active role in the organization, or
know someone you would like to nominate for a position on the
BVAS Board, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Bob Crowell. A member of the Nominating Committee will contact you to
discuss your interest and answer any questions.
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PRESCHOOL NATURE STORYTIME

Monday, July 27, and Monday, August 24--10 a.m.
Join us in July and August for two special summer sessions of
Preschool Nature Storytime. We’ll have stories, songs, and crafts
about frogs in July, and snakes in August. We’ll meet at the Nature Center on the fourth Monday of those two months, from 10
a.m. to about Noon. Please join us—we always have a lot of fun!
Please Note: There will be NO Storytime in June because the
Nature Summer Camp will be using the Nature Center.
Questions? Call Mary Ellen: 760-918-6622.

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Bird House Auction
Board Member
Center Manager
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation Co-Chair
Conservation Co-Chair
Education Chair
Facilities/Exhibits
Field Trip Leader
Gift Shop
Graphics Coordinator
Library
Membership/Circulation
Migrating Birders Trips
Native Plant Club &
Native Plant Garden
Nature Storytime
Newsletter Editor
Outreach Booth
Pelagic Birding
Programs
Publicity
Ridgway’s Rail Society
Ruddy Duck Club
Volunteers
Webmaster

Dave Billings*
760-753-7925
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Kathy Billings*
760-753-7925
Sandy McMullen*
760-944-5690
Kelly Deveney
760-721-2441
Jacques Domercq*
760-583-1961
Annette Schneider
760-945-8891
Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
Danny DiMento*
858-688-6891
Joan Herskowitz*
760-942-5167
Fran MacNeel
760-929-9158
Danny DiMento*
858-688-6891
Steve Brad*
760-633-1639
Denise Riddle
760-439-0256
J.J. Springer
818-859-8244
C. J. DiMento
760-231-9096
Janice Osborne bvaudubon.@sbcglobal.net
Janine Free*
760-908-7334
Joan Bockman*
760-433-9401
BVNPC@sbcglobal.net
Mary Ellen Marquand
760-918-6622
Andy Mauro*
akamauro1@gmail.com
Susie Martin*
760-580-9440
socalbirding.com
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Natalie Shapiro* bloomingtrillium@yahoo.com
Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
Open Position
Contact Bob Crowell
Bob Crowell*
760-207-3884
kbcrowell@cox.net
Larry Spann
larry@spannweb.net

BUENA VISTA AUDUBON NATURE CENTER
Tuesday-Saturday — 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Location:
2202 South Coast Hwy.
Oceanside, CA
(East side of street on north
shore of lagoon)
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

Phone:
760-439-2473
BVAS Website:
bvaudubon.org
We are also on Facebook!
E-mail:
bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net

LAGOON FLYER
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BVAS QUICK CALENDAR
Fri. June 5

Board Meeting
Repeats: July 10, August 7

9 a.m.

Sat. June 6

Whelan Lake Bird Walk
Repeats: July 11, August 8

8 a.m.

Fri. June 12

Nature Guides Meeting
Repeats: July 10, August 14

9:30 a.m.

Sun. June 14

BVAS 12-hr. Pelagic Bird Trip

7:00 a.m.

Wed. June 17

Annual Meeting and Movie
“Pelican Dreams ”

6:30 p.m.

Sat. June 20

San Dieguito Bird Walk
Repeats: July 18, August 15

8:30 a.m.

Sun. June 21

Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse
Repeats: July 19, August 16

1 p.m.

Mon.-Fri.
June 22-26

Summer Nature Camp
Pre-registration Required

9 a.m.

Sat. June 27

Basic Birding and Lagoon Count
Repeats: July 25, August 29

8 a.m.

Mon. July 27

Preschool Nature Storytime
Repeats: August 24

10 a.m.

Photo Credits: Many thanks to our photographers. Steve Brad
(S.B.) Marie Gass (M.G.), Cory Hawkins (C.H.), Andy Mauro (A.M.),
Gary Nunn (G.N.), and Morgan Shoemaker (M.S.).

Snowy Plover (C.H.)

SNOWY PLOVER CHICKS AT CARDIFF

A western snowy plover pair set up camp at South Cardiff State
Beach in Encinitas this year, the first documented plover nesting
to occur there in at least five years. The nest was discovered by
wildlife biologist Lea Squires in late April. Snowy plovers nest
in small scrapes in the sand, and are vulnerable to disturbance
from the beach-going public. In late May, two chicks hatched and
began foraging under the watchful eyes of their parents. Biologists have their fingers crossed that these intrepid pioneers will
prove to be harbingers of a full-fledged plover nesting colony at
Cardiff Beach in the years ahead.

Kids have fun at May events with BVAS—A few scenes from the Endangered Species Day
Open House at the Nature Center: Annette leads a bug walk, Chloe holds a baby dessert
tortoise, happy kids get a group hug from a python, learning how to weave a basket .

(Right) Students
at Foussat Elementary School
look for snowy
plovers during
their field trip to
Ponto Beach.

