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June General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 17 
Fifth Annual 

Audubon Film Festival 
on the Nature Center’s Big Screen 

featuring 

“The Unforeseen” 
Winner of the 2008 Independent Spirit Award   

 
7 p.m. Social—7:30 p.m. Screening 

An ambitious west Texas farm boy with grandiose plans 
tires of living at the mercy of nature and sets out to find a 
life with more control.  He heads to Austin where he be-
comes a real estate developer and skillfully capitalizes on 
the growth of this 1970s boomtown.  At the peak of his 

powers, he transforms 4,000 
acres of pristine hill country 
into one of the state’s largest 
and fastest selling subdivi-
sions.  When the develop-
ment threatens a local treas-

ure, a fragile limestone aquifer and a naturally spring-fed 
swimming hole, the community fights back.  In the conflict 
that ensues, we see in miniature a struggle that today plays 
out in communities across the country.   
 —Notes from the film’s website: www.theunforeseenfilm.com.   

This award-winning adult documentary resonates with deep 
political and social overtones.   It is a sober story about the 
unforeseen consequences of unchecked development.  Are 
property rights absolute, or is there a societal limit?  Should 
a pro-development state legislature be able to override a 
local community’s effort to control its own growth? 
This is a political film.  Join us for wine and cheese, pop-
corn and punch before the film, and some frank discussion 
after the film about the good guys and the bad guys as you 
see them.   
This will be our last monthly evening meeting before our 
summer break.  After the summer, we’ll start up again in  
September with a program on the remarkable revival of 
bird life on Owens Lake at the base of the eastern Sierra, 
with an accompanying multi-day field trip.  (See p. 3.)   

 

A transformational viewing 
experience….  It far surpasses 

“An Inconvenient Truth”. 
            —Robert Koehler,  Variety 

Still A Few Key Committee Chair Positions Open 

BVAS Election of Officers and Directors 
Prior to the showing of “The Unforeseen” at our June General Meeting, we’ll have a short business meeting to elect 
Buena Vista Audubon Society officers and directors for 2009/10.  Our slate of officer candidates includes Dennis 
Huckabay (president), Dave Billings (vice-president), Sandy McMullen (treasurer), and Kathy Billings (secretary).  We 
are always happy to welcome new volunteers to our ranks.  Several key committee chair positions are still open, includ-
ing Publicity, Membership, and Ruddy Duck Club.  These positions generally include a seat on the Board.  If you think 
you might be interested in helping out the chapter by taking on one of these spots, please contact Mary Ellen (760-918-
6622) or Dennis (760-757-6437) for more information.  Don’t be shy—we’ll help you ease into your new job.  Being on 
the Board is a fun and rewarding experience!    
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Cabrillo Drip Gets A Last Minute Reprive 
A new water source and bird monitoring station will be 
installed at the location of the old Cabrillo water drip af-
ter all.  This was the outcome of a May meeting between 
Cabrillo National Monument officials and several birding 
organizations, including BVAS.  The new water source 
will be a self-contained, solar-powered fountain installed 
and maintained by the bird-
ing community with support 
from Park staff..  New native 
plant landscaping will also 
be a part of the new bird 
monitoring station.  Plans 
call for the new water feature 
to be up and dripping in time 
for fall migration.  Model of the new water drip. 

Stop Wildlife Poaching in California 
Poaching may seem like a throwback to frontier days, but 
the problem of hunters going over bag limits or taking 
protected birds is a serious problem.  The California De-
partment of Fish and Game called 2008 “The Year of 
Extreme Poaching”.  Audubon California—with support 
from politicians, hunting groups, conservation organiza-
tions, game wardens, and law enforcement—wants to put 
a stop to poaching before it does irreversible damage.  
Assembly Bill 708, authored by Assembly Member Jared 
Huffman, would create tough new penalties for poaching.    
Sign the Online Petition—California Audubon is asking 
those who care about California’s birds and wildlife to 
sign the online petition calling on the state legislature to 
enact tough penalties for violators.  The online petition 
can be accessed at:  www.ca.audubon.org.  

Conservation Matters 

Global Warming in San Diego 
     by Andy Mauro 

We’ve all watched “An Inconvenient Truth” by now.  
We’ve heard the scientists and the politicians sound the 
call of alarm.  We’ve seen the time-lapse photos showing 
Arctic ice fields shrinking.  Most Americans have accepted 
the fact that man-caused global warming is real and has 
reached a critical stage that requires an adjustment in the 
way we live our lives.   
Over 100 California native bird species will experience 
significant reductions in their geographic range in the next 
few decades due to climate change, according to new re-
search from Audubon California. These reductions will be 
part of massive range shifts for all of the state’s birds.  Re-
search from the National Audubon Society shows that a 

majority of U.S. birds in the last 
40 years have moved further 
north and inland in adapting to 
climate change.                               
There are many implications for 
wildlife and habitats in San 
Diego County.  A higher ocean 
level will have major effects on  
North County estuaries, inun-

dating the lagoon shorelines and increasing the salt levels 
of land and groundwater further inland.  Species that utilize 
coastal salt marshes, like the clapper rail and savannah 
sparrow, will be affected.  A higher sea level would inun-
date some beach areas used for breeding by snowy plovers 
and least terns.  Increasing warmth and dryness will affect 
distribution and annual cycles of native plant and insect 
populations, food sources for many of our breeding bird 
species.  The most serious effects may be to San Diego’s 
mountain forests, already stressed by drought, insects, and 

fire.  Arid conditions will extend further upslope, increas-
ing both fire and bark beetle damage.  Conifers, and the 
birds that depend on them, will have a harder time surviv-
ing.  On a positive note, some new birds will show up in 
San Diego, as warming trends affect bird migration pat-
terns and wintering locations.  
We’ve already seen several 
species of tropical herons and 
egrets become county regulars 
in recent years.                                                             
Conservation projects under-
taken today must maximize 
benefits in a rapidly changing 
environment.  A project like 
the Buena Vista Lagoon resto-
ration needs to account for rising sea level.  Climate mod-
els indicate the magnitude of losses in California will de-
pend in large part on the steps we take now to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.  An endemic species like the 
California gnatcatcher could lose as much as 56 percent of 
its range or as little as 7 percent, depending on how well 
climate change is addressed.  Nationally, we’ve elected 
politicians who promise to correct the imbalance between 
man’s boundless desires and nature’s limited resources.  As 
I write these words, legislation imposing the first nation-
wide limits on the pollution blamed for global warming has 
just advanced in the U.S. House of Representatives.  Cali-
fornians can promote climate change mitigation by passing 
AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act.  
Strategies like a market-based program of cap-and-trade, or 
a more traditional solution such as reducing oil consump-
tion and encouraging clean energy, will make a significant 
difference toward insuring a healthier planet.  With deter-
mination we can still do it, but the time is now.             
Note:  Much of the San Diego-specific information contained in 
this article was taken from a presentation by Dr. Phil Pryde, 
SDSU Professor Emeritus in Environmental Studies. 

Attend a presentation on 
the potential impact of 

climate change on North 
County on June 4, 8:30-
9:30 a.m., at Markstein 
Hall Auditorium, CSU 
San Marcos.   RSVP to 

kerry@sdfoundation.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

A “mangrove” yellow warbler 
ventured north from its south-
ern Baja haunts this winter. 

mailto:kerry@sdfoundation.org�


Upcoming Trips—Summer 
Sat.—June 6, Jul. 4, and Aug. 1—8 a.m.—Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count.  Whelan Lake is a reserve with a freshwater lake 
and riparian edge habitat.  Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 76, east on Hwy. 76, left at Douglas and continue to light at North River Rd., left 
on North River Rd.  Meet at the cul-de-sac at the end of the road by the entrance gate.  Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824.                          
Sun.—June 14—8:30 a.m.— Palomar Mountain State Park.  Join us amidst the tall cedars and pines of 
San Diego’s high country as we look for woodpeckers, flycatchers, purple martin, golden-crowned kinglets 
and other higher altitude birds.  Meet at the Doane Pond parking lot inside the park at 8:30 a.m.  Those inter-
ested in carpooling meet at the La Costa Ave./I-5 Park-and-Ride at 7 a.m.  Directions:  From I-5 take I-76 
East 38 miles, take a slight left turn at South Grade Road and proceed up the mountain.  Follow signs to Palo-
mar Mountain State Park ($6 day fee/car; $20 overnight camping).  Once in the park follow signs to Doane 
Pond.  Bring a lunch to picnic afterwards.  Easy walking on good trails.  Leader:  Steve Brad, 760-633-1639. 
Sat.—June 27, Jul. 25, and Aug. 29—8 a.m.—Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count.  Freshwater wetland.  Directions:  I-5 to I-78 
East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and take another right turn on Lagoon View Dr.  Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.    
Sat.—June 27, Jul. 25, and Aug. 29—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Landing.  Directions:  
I-5 to I-78, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and go to stoplight, turn right and park in Landing parking lot on the right-hand side of 
road.  Leader:  Tom Troy, 760-967-6915.     
Sun.—Aug. 16—8 a.m.—San Elijo Lagoon.  August is the time we begin to welcome back our “wintering” sandpipers to South-
ern California.  During early migration various species of juvenile sandpipers show up at San Elijo Lagoon, including an occasional 
Baird’s, semipalmated, or pectoral (if we are lucky). Other possibilities are terns in large post-breeding aggregations, raptors, wad-
ers, and maybe a few surprises.  Meet at the Rios trailhead.  Leader:  Steve Brad, 760-633-1639. 
 

August Pelagic Birding  
Mon.—Aug. 24—Wed. Aug. 26—Storm-Petrel & Tropicbird Extravaganza (48-hour pelagic trip).  Join 
BVAS on a mid-week, multi-day pelagic trip. Our purpose on this end-of-summer trip is to spend two days on 
the ocean looking for summer birds at the north end of their ranges and checking for early southbound mi-
grants.  We'll go beyond the 9-Mile Bank out to underwater ridges and domes 100 miles offshore.  We’ll depart 
Point Loma Sportfishing onboard the comfortable Grande on Monday afternoon Aug. 24 at 4 p.m.  We'll bird 
our way to the 9-Mile Bank by sunset, where on past trips we've seen enormous flocks of black storm-petrels 
massing at dusk.  We'll continue out to deep water overnight, going past San Clemente Island to the Cortez and Tanner banks, 
where we'll awaken approximately 100 miles offshore.  At that point we may continue all the way to the edge of the Continental 
Shelf or elect to lay a giant chum slick and watch to see what comes in as we enjoy our breakfast burritos.  The day will be ours to 
explore the deep water at the shelf edge, or perhaps the Cortez and Tanner banks.  Where we will go depends on the weather, the 
seas, temperature breaks, bird reports and bird sightings. We'll spend the day in deep water studying shearwaters and storm-
petrels and looking for tropicbirds.   
Tuesday night we will probably motor towards the storm-petrel-rich 60-Mile Bank where we may awaken to a chum slick and 
dozens or hundreds of storm-petrels.  We'll allow time to stop at the Coronados Islands to see how many species of boobies are on 
Booby Rock and try to bag a Craveri's murrelet while on the way home, arriving back at Point Loma Sportfishing at 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday evening. 
Cost of the trip is $285 ($35 discount for registration prior to July 24).  For reservations, call Point Loma Sportfishing at 619-223-
1627, and tell them you are interested in the Aug. 24-26 BVAS birding trip on board the Grande.       

                      Visit www.socalbirding.com for complete pelagic birding information.  
 

Planning Ahead for September 
Sept. 24-27--Eastern Sierra Birding Trip.  Steve Brad will be hosting a long weekend bird trip in the Mam-
moth Lakes area September 24 to 27.  This was an extremely popular trip last year, and over 100 species were 
recorded.  The first 3 days we will explore in and around Mammoth Lakes in places like Crowley Lake, June 
Lake, and Mono Lake.  On Sunday, we’ll meet up with expert birder Mike Prather, who will follow up his Sep-
tember talk at the BVAS General Meeting with a special guided tour at newly restored Owens Lake, a designated 
Important Birding Area.  Owens Lake has restricted access, but we’ll be able to go behind the gates to witness the 
exciting fall bird migration along the eastern Sierra flyway.  Recommended lodging:  The Edelweiss Lodge 
(www.edelweiss-lodge.com; 760-934-244).  It has reasonably-priced, rustic rooms, nice birds in the yard, and is 
only a block from Steve`s cabin.  Camping is also an option.  More details in the September newsletter.  Leader:  Steve Brad, 760-
633-1639.  
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Birders of all skill levels are always welcome on our walks and trips. 
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Preschool Nature Storytime 
Have you ever noticed that trail of 
silvery slime around areas where 
there are plants, grass, or flower 
pots? The ever slow moving snail 
works patiently gathering food and 

water on his daily meanderings. Come to Nature Story-
time on Monday, June 22 at 10 a.m. to hear how one little 
snail's BIG plans landed him in BIG trouble.  Bring your 
preschool children for a fun morning of songs, crafts, and 
stories at the Nature Center.  NOTE:  This will be our last 
Nature Storytime until September.  Please call with ques-
tions.         —Mary Ellen 760-918-6622. 

Buena Vista Audubon 
 Nature Center  
                          

Tue.-Sat.  10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 Sun.   1 p.m.-4 p.m. 

Closed Mon. 
 

  760-439-2473 
 

2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA   
(East side of street just north of lagoon crossing)  

 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 480  

Oceanside, CA  92049-0480 
Website:  www.bvaudubon.org 

E-mail: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 
Field Trip Hot Line:  760-688-0660 

President Dennis Huckabay* 757-6437 
Vice-President       Bill Jones*                            944-1775 
Secretary Kathy Billings* 753-7925 
Treasurer               Sandy McMullen*  944-5690 

—————————————-————  
Audubon Adventures    Ruth Gransbery                         729-2240             
 Center Manager            Annette Schneider                      945-8891      
Christmas Bird Count   Terry Hunefeld*                        908-3453                        
Conservation Co-Chair  Danny DiMento*               858-688-6891             
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*                      942-5167        
Circulation            Mary Jane Roberts*                  231-8148      
Education Co-Chair    Renee Racine                       635-0867  
Education Co-Chair      Nancy Miller                        704-6479 
Facilities/Exhibits Doug Schanzenbach* 390-8494 
Field Trips             Andy Brumbaugh*                434-3334 
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 633-1639 
Gift Shop               Rosalyn Dong*                     806-1430 

       Library                          Norma Handy                            634-2120      
       Membership                 —OPEN POSITION—      

Native Plant Club          Joan Bockman*                         433-9401 
Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman* 433-9401 
Newsletter             Andy Mauro*                  753-1266 

                                                                       E-mail:  akamauro@cox.net 
Pelagic Birding  Terry Hunefeld* 908-3453 

       Programs                      Dennis Huckabay*                   757-6437          
       Publicity                        —OPEN POSITION—                      

    Ruddy Duck Club          —OPEN POSITION—                                                       
       Volunteers                    Mary Ellen Marquand*            918-6622    
       Webmaster                   Larry Spann:   E-mail:  larry@spannweb.net                                                 

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD* AND CHAIRS 

We thank Buena Vista Landscaping, Cream of the Crop 
Market, Harbor Fish and Chips, Oceanside Photo and Tele-
scope, Rorick Buick and Cadillac, Sea Gaze Realty, Sunny 
Days Tutoring, and Wild Birds Unlimited for their recent 
contributions during our Spring Campaign.   
Thank you Tom!  Finally, the Ruddy Duck Club is look-
ing for some new leadership.  After six years on the BV 
Audubon Board of Directors Tom Troy will be stepping 
down as Ruddy Duck Club Chairperson and board mem-
ber.  Tom started the Ruddy Duck Club in 2006 and we 
appreciate all he has done to bring new business friends 
into the Buena Vista Audubon family.  Tom will continue 
to teach our basic birding class and will be happy to assist 
anyone who would like to take over the helm of the Ruddy 
Duck Club with new energy and ideas.  For more informa-
tion, call Tom at 760-967-6915. 

Ruddy Duck Club News 
Honoring a special group of local busi-
nesses and organizations who support 
the nature education and recreation 
programs offered at the Buena Vista 
Audubon Nature Center with an annual 
donation of $100 or more. 

  

Two Spots Available on July Trip to Washington State and Canada 

San Diego Audubon Avian Adventures 
SD Audubon has limited space available on two upcom-
ing birding trips, but those interested need to act fast.  A 
July 7-15 trip to Washington State, Vancouver Island, 
and Victoria has two openings.  Also, reservations will 
open soon for the February, 2010, trip to Belize, a sure 
sellout.  Go on great birding adventures to exciting places 
with your friends!  Visit:  www.sandiegoaudubon.org.    
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 
As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its edu-
cational programs.  Minimum donation required:  $25. 
I would like to donate $ 25 ___  $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___   

 

Name____________________________ 
Address__________________________ 
City, State, Zip ___________________                                           
Phone___________________________ 

E-mail___________________________  
Send me my newsletter by e-mail.                   

Please Bill My Credit Card: 
 
Card #______________CRN___ 
 
Make Checks Payable to: 
 

Buena Vista Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 480 
Oceanside, CA  92049 

Friends Membership:  New ____ Renewal ____    

 

Summer Fun at the Nature Center 

Buena Vista Lagoon Nature Camp  
 

Camp Crawdad:  Ages 7-10;  July 6-10;  9 a.m.-noon 
Camp Tadpole:   Ages 5-6;  July 13-17;  9 a.m.-noon 

Camp fee:  $75/child for each five-day session 
 

 

• Walks & Talks 
• Plants & Animals 
• Crafts & Games 
• Music & Stories 
• Indian Lore 

 
 

Class size is limited, so reserve your space early.   
Phone:  760-439-2473.  Online:  www.bvaudubon.org. 

All classes taught by BVAS Nature Guides and special guests. 

Create Your Legacy at BVAS 
Join many of our founding members and 
make BVAS a part of your estate plan.  Your 
legacy gift goes directly to the Endowment 
Fund, providing lasting support for our Na-
ture Center.  For more information with no 
obligation, please call Dennis at  757-6437. 

2009 Oceanside Native Plant Tour  
The annual Ocean-
side Native Plant 
Tour is an event that 
has clearly struck a 
chord with the local 
community.  As evi-
dence we cite this year’s crowd of 225 enthusiastic 
participants.  They met under sunny April skies at 
St. Mary’s school and divided up into walking tour 
groups led by native landscape professionals and 
botanists.  This year, donations received at various 

booths along the way were added to over $3,000 in grant funds and in-kind donations al-
ready received to fund a native plant landscape project at the school.  See you next year! 

Native Plant Club Summer Schedule 
Third Sunday Every Month, 2 p.m. 

 
June 21 — Come See the Blooms! 
We have a fantastic collection of 
plant photos. We'll go through the 
archives and talk about any plant 
you want to discuss. 
July 19 —  Fire Season Gardening. 
The rains have stopped and fire season is in full swing. A 
firefighter who loves native plants will help us learn how 
to protect our homes. We'll watch the Rick Halsey chap-
arral video and then discuss his book "Fire, Chaparral, 
and Survival in Southern California", 2005, published by 
Sunbelt.  
August 16  —  Winter in August? 
If you are still thinking like an Easterner, it is time to 
learn the true seasons.   Plants are going dormant and we 
need to start pruning.  Bring gloves and tools. 

        Matilija Poppy 



QUICK  CALENDAR 
 

Mon. June 1—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m. 
Fri. June 5—Board Meeting—9 a.m. 
Sat. June 6—Whelan Lake Walk—8 a.m. 

Repeats July 4 and August 1 
Sun. June 14—Palomar Mountain Bird Walk—8:30 a.m. 
Wed. June 17—Film: “The Unforeseen”—7 p.m. 
Sun. June 21—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m. 

Repeats July 19 and August 16 
Mon. June 22—Nature Storytime—10 a.m. 
Sat. June 27—B.V. Lagoon Count—8 a.m. 

Repeats July 25 and Aug. 29 
Sat. June 27—Basic Birding at B.V. Landing—8:30 a.m. 

Repeats July 25 and Aug. 29 
July 6-10—Camp Crawdad—Ages 6-10—9 a.m.-noon. 
July 13-17—Camp Tadpole—Ages 5-6—9 a.m.-noon. 
Sun. Aug. 16—San Elijo Lagoon Bird Walk—8 a.m. 
Aug. 24-26—Pelagic Birding 48-Hour Boat Trip 
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San Diego County Records Its 500th Bird Species 

Snow Bunting 
A female Snow Bunting discovered by Jim Pea on April 
30 at Ocean Beach’s Robb Field is now immortalized as 
San Diego County’s 500th bird species.  San Diego and 
Los Angeles are currently officially tied for the largest 
county bird list.  When Jim first sighted the bird he was 
unsure of its identification, so he sent several photos to 
his friend, Jay Keller.  Jay quickly ran to the site, con-
firmed the ID, and birders were alerted on SDBIRDS.  
Our bunting was far off course from its normal summer 
breeding territory in the Arctic.  It apparently headed 
south instead of north several weeks ago when it left its 

northern 
U.S. or 
Canadian 
wintering 
grounds 
on spring 
migra-
tion.     

Photo by 
Tom    
Blackman 

Our next Lagoon Flyer will be the  
September issue. 

Have a great summer! 
Snowy Plover Adult 
       — by G. Tepke 

Snowy Plover Chick 
—by D. Furseth 
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