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September General Meeting
Wednesday, September 18

Mountain Lions
in Southern California

with Winston Vickers

6:30 p.m. Social—7 p.m. Program

Mountain lions hold a special place in our hearts and
minds. They are the spirit of wild America, a fear-
some predator that still stalks its prey in the forests
and grasslands of San Diego. But despite their top-of-
the-chain status, mountain lions today face a number
of serious survival challenges. Our September pro-
gram will explore how humans, other wildlife, and
disease affect the conservation of this species in an
increasingly urbanized landscape.

Dr. Winston Vickers is a wildlife veterinarian with the
UC Davis Wildlife Health Center and Institute for
Wildlife Studies. He has worked on the Center’s
southern California mountain lion project since 2003,

compiling a detailed data base through extensive radio
tracking of the mountain lions.

His findings suggest that mountain lions in southern
California face a variety of threats that are likely to
increase as the human population of southern Califor-
nia expands. But it’s not all bad news. The project’s
research contributes to informed decision-making that
aids in the conservation and health of these animals.

Join us for a fascinating look at these iconic cats.

NATURE CENTER BIRTHDAY BASHI
SATURDAY, SEPTENBER 28, 47 P

This month marks the 25th anniversary of the opening of
the BVAS Nature Center, and everyone’s invited to the
Birthday Bash! We’ll have some special BVAS friends
and local dignitaries on hand to help with the celebration,
and some vintage photos to jog our memories of days past.

It will be a gala evening featuring fine spirits, fancy treats,
and live music. Guests will be able to participate in an
opportunity drawing for some special prizes. We’ve de-
cided to take a page from the 1988 grand opening and skip

the line-up of speeches. Instead, everyone will be invited
to top off their evening with a big slice of birthday cake.
Tickets are priced at $10, and will be sold at the door. The
low ticket price for a totally hosted evening of wine, beer,
food, live music, and entertainment has been made possi-
ble by a number of local sponsors who have generously
offered to underwrite many of the expenses for the gala.

TS A PARTY-
COME AND 0N THE FUNI
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We Remember!

Many people worked hard and long to
make the Nature Center a reality back
in 1988. The legacy of those good folks
is represented by the thousands of chil-
dren who first marveled at the fascinat-
ing wonder of nature while visiting the
Nature Center with their classmates.
The chapter has grown a great deal
since those early days, and many more
people are now involved in providing
and participating in its programs. Hav-
ing the Nature Center has also made it
possible for BVAS to offer nature pro-
grams and birding trips for adults over

September 24, 1988

Nature Center
Grand Opening

Twenty-five years ago this
month the BVAS Nature Center
was completed and officially
dedicated at a festive open
house. The Center was packed
with 150 excited Audubon
members, civic leaders, and members of the community. A live mountain
lion was also in attendance that day, being nonchalantly escorted through the
crowd by its handler, “safely” restrained on a 6-foot dog leash. Fortunately,
the mountain lion proved to be of mild disposition. Wine and cheese, cook-
ies and punch were served. As noted in the minutes, there were no speeches.

the last 25 years. But the Nature Cen-
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Honoring Marydoris Powers

Our Bulletin Board Queen

It would be hard to imagine the Nature Center without
Marydoris Powers. She first showed up shortly after the
Center opened its doors in 1988, having just retired from
her position as a 3™ grade teacher from Palmquist Elemen-
tary School in Oceanside. It didn’t take long before she
began looking for projects to occupy her time. With en-
couragement from chapter president Max Johnson, she
began filling the walls with bulletin boards and posters
providing information on how to protect, love and con-
serve the natural habitat around our community.

She used information and pictures from Ranger Rick Mag-
azine, materials gathered from trips with Petey Tade to
teacher supply stores, and photographs taken by the mem-
bership. She posted information about upcoming events
and seasonal transitions at the lagoon. Marydoris prepared
displays and posters on “Native Americans,” “Insects,”
“Animal Classification,” and “Birds,” to supplement the
Nature Guides’ curriculum. She helped BVAS taxidermist
Joyce Anderson prepare the dioramas representing the

coastal sage and riparian habitats of the
lagoon.

One year Marydoris went on vacation and
visited other nature centers along the

way. As aresult of ideas she gathered on
that trip, a number of Marydoris-crafted
displays now grace the center, including
“Bats,” “Pelicans,” “Tadpole Corner,” “Library Lair,”
“Our Raptor Book,” “Scat Post,” “Birds Egg Display,” and
miniature booklets on individual animals.

Marydoris also served a number of terms on the BVAS
board, worked the BVAS booth at numerous community
events, decorated our Del Mar Fair display, and participat-
ed in countless special events at the Nature Center.

Marydoris has given up her receptionist duties in recent
years, but at 92 years of age she still continues to do the
monthly bulletin boards at the Nature Center and helps
with the tedious job of visitor counts.

Marydoris is a beloved member of the BVAS family. We
feel so fortunate that 25 years ago she chose to share with
us her friendship, her creative talents, and her wonderful
spirit. Thank you, Marydoris!
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Upcoming Birding Trips

Basic Birding Class and

Whelan Lake Bird Walk
with John Haddock
Saturday, Sept. 7—S8 a.m.

Whelan Lake is a protected bird reserve with a freshwater lake,
riparian-edge habitat, grass-covered hillsides, and an oak grove.

‘s.

S

and interesting sightings during fall and spring migrations.

to the light at North River Rd., go left on North River Rd. Pass

sack lunch to enjoy at the picnic tables after
your walk.

Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.
August Report: 47 species, incl. blue grosbeak.

The varied habitat results in a nice assortment of bird species in all
seasons. It is especially noted for its wintering duck populations

Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, turn left at Douglas Dr., continue

through the entrance gate and follow the signs to the lake. Bring a

Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count
with Joan Fountain and Tom Troy

Saturday, Sept. 28—8 a.m.

Join the BVAS fledgling birders for our basic birding class
and bird count at Buena Vista Lagoon each

month. Everyone is invited to join the class for

some informal, no-pressure birding and lots of
friendly tips. We’ll meet at the Nature Center at

8 a.m. and then caravan around the lagoon to a

series of selected stops to observe birds, discuss

bird behavior, and record the number of species

we see.

Directions: Meet at the Nature Center parking lot, 2202
South Coast Hwy., Oceanside.

Leaders: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.
Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

Lower San Dieguito Park
with Steve Brad
Sunday, Sept. 8—8 a.m.

San Dieguito Park offers a mature eucalyptus woodland, large

hillsides of native chaparral and coastal sage scrub vegetation.

may car hop over to other nearby birding spots if time permits.

mile to the entrance to the park. Park in the dirt area along the
fence just outside the park entrance.

Leader: Steve Brad, stevebradl @earthlink.net;
760-633-1639; cell phone (on day of trip): 760-274-5256.

grassy expanses shaded with tall sycamore trees and other mature
shrubs, a small pond that serves resident and migrant ducks, and

The park regularly attracts a broad assortment of bird species. We

Directions: From I-5, go east on Lomas Santa Fe Drive about 3
miles. Turn left (north) on El Camino Real, and proceed about 1

October Pelagic Birding with BYAS

“Fall Migration”—Oct. 5—6 a.m.-6 p.m.

This 12-hour trip out to the 9- and 30-Mile Banks typically
gets an assortment of storm-petrels (four different species),
murrelets (incl. possible Craveri’s), tropicbirds, and a num-
ber of other fall migrants. Early Bird Fee: $60 (by 9/15).

“Rarity Search”—Oct. 12-14—2-night trip

This trip has us at sea for 48 hours, long enough to cover
all the inner banks as well as the more distant deep waters,
where the rare birds fly. Target birds: six species of shear-
waters, Guadalupe murrelet, varied storm-petrels, black-
footed albatross, and more. Early Bird Fee:$230 (by 9/20).

Sign-up at Pt. Loma Sportfishing: 619-223-0627

r Info at BVAS Pelagic Birding website:
=== www.socalbirding.com.

“Migrating Birders Association”

The BVAS “MBA” Program

Interested in a little graduate study on birding? Earn your
MBA the fun way by enrolling in the BVAS “Migrating
Birders Association” program. BVAS is now sponsoring
one or more exciting trips each year for those who’d like to
take a 1 to 2-week migration to a far-off birding hotspot.
It’s a chance to visit exotic locales, see amazing birds, and
explore different cultures in the company of friends, with all
the details handled by a professional tour company and lo-

cal guides. Participants on our trip to
the Oregon Cascades in July, led by
Steve Shunk of Paradise Birding, saw
125 species of birds, including all 11
targeted species of breeding wood-
peckers. Other highlights included the

northern pygmy owl (pictured). (See the Digital Edition for
a detailed first person trip report, complete with photos).

We’re currently planning our “class schedule” for 2014 and
2015. Here’s a sample of Spring trips under consideration:
“Texas Stars”—A trip to East Texas and the Hill Country with
our sights set for an exciting mix of Texas specialties.

“Royal Canadians”—Visiting the grasslands, Boreal Forest,
and Rocky Mts. of Alberta for the northern breeders.
“Remember the Maine” —On the hunt for puffins and other
seabirds, birds of the boreal, nesting warblers (and lobsters!).
All details will be handled by a professional tour company,
like Paradise Birding. Trips will include local guides, lodg-
ing, most meals, entrance fees, and local transportation.

We’d love to get your feedback on these possible trips or
your “wish list” suggestions. Please contact Ann Hannon by
phone: 760-602-0030; or email: afhannon@sbcglobal.net.
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Preschon] Nature Storytime

Monday, September 23, 10 a.m

We’re all about birds this month, with
a special look at Mr. Owl. Is he really
___so wise, and can he turn his head all

# the way around? Well, maybe not,
but he can fly silent as a whisper!
Come hear a story and make an owl to
take home with you. Questions? Call
Mary Ellen: 760-918-6622.

Ann Hannon joins the Board

Ann Hannon, a long-time stalwart of
the birding community in San Diego,
has rejoined the BVAS Board after a
hiatus of several years. Ann is a whirl-
wind of energy and ideas, and her en-
thusiasm promises to make an immedi- . ,
ate impact on the chapter. Among her many talents, Ann
brings to the Board her passion and expertise for birding
ecotourism, an area of growing interest to BVAS. She has
organized and participated in numerous birding trips to
exotic lands over the years. Welcome aboard, Ann!

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS

President Dave Billings* 760-753-7925
Vice-President Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437
Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925
Treasurer Sandy McMullen* 760-944-5690
Board Member Ann Hannon* 760-602-0030
Board Member Jacques Domercq* 760-583-1961

Center Manager Annette Schneider
Christmas Bird Count Terry Hunefeld
Conservation Co-Chair Danny DiMento*
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*
Circulation Lisa Hart
Education Co-Chair  Carol Riker

760-945-8891
760-908-3453
858-688-6891
760-942-5167
760-945-9601

E-mail: carol.riker25@gmail.com

Education Co-Chair  Ellen Kindsvater

Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento*
Field Trips Andy Brumbaugh
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad*

Gift Shop Rosalyn Dong
Library C. J. DiMento
Membership Harvey Hart*

Native Plant Club
Native Plant Garden
Nature Storytime

Joan Bockman*
Joan Bockman*

Newsletter Editor Andy Mauro*
Pelagic Birding Website:

Programs Dennis Huckabay*
Publicity Kelly Deveney*
Ruddy Duck Club Kelly Deveney*
Volunteers Bob Crowell*
Webmaster Larry Spann

Mary Ellen Marquand
E-mail: akamauro@cox.net
www.socalbirding.com

858-688-6891
760-434-3334
760-633-1639
760-806-1430
760-231-9096
760-945-9601
760-433-9401
760-433-9401
760-918-6622

760-757-6437
760-721-2441
760-721-2441
760-207-3884

E-mail: larry@spannweb.net

BVAS Tidbits

Nature Center Cleaning Services Donated

Two local businesses are true friends to BVAS, donating
their cleaning services free of charge each year.

We thank Rodger Reese and his son Noah, of Clean-
point Professional Cleaning and Janitorial Service, for
making sure the Nature Center carpets are clean and
fresh. They work hard to remove that extra bit of
“nature” that seems to creep into the center over the year.

Also, Wayne Larson of I Love Life Window Cleaning
comes by several times a year to clean the large expanse
of windows at the Nature Center. Yes, he does windows!

New Carlsbad Grants for BVAS—The City of
Carlsbad has awarded BVAS a $23,000 grant to paint the
exterior of the Nature Center, provide new interpretative
signage along the nature trail, refurbish the information
kiosk near the picnic tables, and install an enclosed bulle-
tin board near the entrance to the Nature Center. The
projects will be accomplished over the next 12 months.

Lagoon Restoration Plan Update—Sandag has re-
leased an update on the EIR process associated with the
restoration of the Buena Vista Lagoon. Scoping meet-
ings for the draft EIR have been held with stakeholder
groups and the public. Engineering and technical envi-
ronmental studies will be conducted over the next 12
months, with the draft EIR scheduled to be completed
and available for review in fall, 2014. Following that, a
final EIR will be prepared and SANDAG will select a
preferred alternative. For digital subscribers of the
Lagoon Flyer, a copy of the SANDAG report is attached.
NOTE: Non digital edition subscribers can access the
digital edition on our website: www.bvaudubon.org.

AUDUDBON

- NATURE CENFER"

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

Location:

2202 South Coast Hwy.
Oceanside, CA

(East side of street on

north shore of lagoon) Phone: 760-439-2473

Hours: BVAS Website:
Tuesday-Saturday — www.bvaudubon.org
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Pelagic Birding Website:
Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m. | www.socalbirding.com
(Open Mondays E-mail:
as staffing allows). bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
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FRIENDS OF BUENA VISTA AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases. The BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs will receive 100% of my con-
tribution. Minimum donation suggested: $25. I would like to donate $25  $50  $100 _ Other:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip
Phone

E-mail

*[ choose to receive the digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer by
e-mail each month. It’s a week earlier, in full color, has extra
features, and saves BVAS and the environment the cost of print-
ing and postage. Sign me up!

*Please send me my newsletter by e-mail. —» D

How about Please bill my credit card:

becoming 8 | card #

BVAS Friend | Exp.Date:  CRN_

this month

as 3 Q'Ft to Make Checks Payable to:

the Nature | Buena Vista Audubon
Center? P.O. Box 480

Hey 2L W h V| ROttanside, CA 92049
birthday!

Native Plant Club
Sunday, Sept. 15—2 p.m.

The Buena Vista Native Plant Club regularly meets at the
Nature Center at 2 p.m. on the third Sunday of each
month. Everyone’s welcome, regardless of their native
plant knowledge or gardening expertise. Club members
answer your questions and help solve your gardening is-
sues, as well as offer tips for native gardening activities
appropriate for the season. We always spend time among
the native plants in the demonstration gardens or along the
Nature Center trails. For more info, follow the Native
Plant Club link at www.bvaudubon.org.

Monday Morning with the Natives—Interested gar-
deners are invited to the Nature Center on

Monday mornings at 9 a.m. for some casual

gardening and friendly chatter.

John Charles Jones is a proud member of the BVAS Na-
tive Plant Garden Crew from North County Goodwill In-
dustries. Many thanks to John and fellow crew members
who spend time each week cleaning up the trails and
working on special garden projects around the Nature
Center. Their hard work makes a big difference!

Students Pitch In This Summer

Kelly Colerick’s students at the Step Ahead Education
Services learning center in Carlsbad Village volunteered
at the Buena Vista Nature Center this summer. Working
with BVAS Native Plant Club president Joan Bockman,
the students participated in many activities. This included
clearing the trail around the lagoon from litter, watering
and grooming the plants, and collecting seeds from seed
pods to create “seed bombs” for later planting. Accord-
ing to Kelly, it was an exciting and educational experience
for everyone. BVAS thanks Kelly and the students and is
looking forward to future visits from the Step Ahead
Learning Center students.

Making
“Seed
Bombs”

Kids’ Corner At the Nature Center

Joeyis and Johnnyis Clubhouse

Celebrate the Nature Centeris Birthday this
Month with Ice Cream, Cake, and Games!

Kids and parents are
invited to stop by the
Nature Center for some
kid-style birthday fun.

Sunday, Sept. 15—1-4 p.m.




