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September General Meeting

Tuesday, September 14*

Hummingbirds

More than Just Eye Candy
7 p-m. Social—7:30 p.m. Program

*NOTE: Our meeting night will be TUESDAY this
month to accommodate our speaker’s schedule.

"Singing" feathers, streamlined genomes, and continent-
spanning migrations are some of the latest mind-boggling
discoveries that rank hummingbirds among the world's
most amazing birds. At our September program we will
explore the marvels and mysteries of southern California's
backyard jewels with the author of the Peterson Field
Guide to Hummingbirds of North America.

PETERSON FIELD GUIDES'

Sheri L. Williamson grew up with a

Hummingbirds passion for wildlife, chasing lizards
North Ameris from the time she could walk and tak-

ing up birding at age 10. She has lived

:;;_.'- ’é-’-*ﬂ in the birders' paradise of southeastern

4 Arizona since 1988, when she moved
= with husband Tom Wood from their

'V | home state of Texas to become resident
managers of The Nature Conservancy's
Ramsey Canyon Preserve. In 1996,
Sheri and Tom left TNC to expand

Costa’s Hummingbird

—By Scott Streit

their efforts on behalf of birds, their habitats, and the peo-
ple who care about them.

Sheri is co-founder and director of the Southeastern Ari-
zona Bird Observatory, a columnist for WildBird maga-
zine, and an award-winning science blogger. Her research
interests include raptors, trogons, and manakins as well as
hummingbirds. She relaxes by watching birds and butter-
flies, reading, gardening, spoiling her pet chickens, making
jewelry, and playing Led Zeppelin on the autoharp.

Come to our free program and take advantage of this rare

opportunity to hear a real expert talk about one of our most
popular and best-loved bird families.

Species Profile
Anna’s Hummingbird

What’s so special about the
Anna’s hummingbird? It’s
the most common hum-
mingbird species in San
Diego County. The Anna’s

—By Vic Murayama

can begin nesting as

| early as December,

earlier than any other

“ San Diego County

bird. Anna’s include

& more insects in their
diet than do any of the
other North American

The Printery Closes Shop

Ed and June, owners and operators of
The Printery print shop in Carlsbad,
are flying off into retirement. They
have printed the Lagoon Flyer for
many years, giving BVAS wonderful
service and a special rate. As Ruddy
Duck Club friends of BVAS, they also

is our only hummingbird species in hummers. The Anna’s humming-
coastal San Diego that is a year- ~ bird was named for a 19th Century
round resident. The San Diego Italian duchess, Anna de Belle
Bird Atlas revealed that Anna’s Massena. Now that’s special!

donated all costs associated with print-
ing up the Nature Center activity book
for children. We give a big “thank
you and best wishes” to Ed and June!
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Conservation Matters

Buena Vista Creek Wins Reprieve

Carlsbad and Vista residents won a major open space vic-
tory at the Oceanside Planning Commission in July. The
Commission voted 5-2 to protect a wide swath of Buena
Vista Creek as part of the reclamation of the South Coast
Quarry property. This property along Highway 78 at Col-
lege Boulevard starts just above El Salto Falls and extends
west to the already protected 134-acre Buena Vista Eco-
logical Reserve. (BVAS members will remember that
BVAS and Cal Audubon raised close to $20,000 towards
the purchase of the ecological reserve back in 2006.)

Most of the 105-acre Quarry property is in Carlsbad, with
only a 4-acre portion in Oceanside. Carlsbad, however,
doesn’t have a mining ordinance in its regulations. Ocean-
side does have the appropriate ordinance, and was thus
designated as the lead agency tasked with preparing and
approving the reclamation plan.

At their July meeting, the Planning Commission deter-
mined that Buena Vista Creek must be restored to a natural
condition, with a 100-foot buffer planted in native vegeta-
tion on either side of a terraced, meandering channel. The
Commission also insisted on the preservation of an addi-
tional 50-foot planning buffer on each side. The owners of
the property, Hanson Aggregates, will be required to put in
place a management plan to keep the property within 200
feet of the Falls free of graffiti, trash and vandalism. The
Planning Commission’s decision has not been appealed to
the Oceanside City Council.

The Planning Commission’s actions closely mirrored sug-
gestions contained in comment letters submitted prior to
the hearing by BVAS Conservation Chair, Joan Hersko-
witz and Preserve Calavera president, Diane Nygaard.

It remains to be seen what will happen to the rest of the
property. McMillan Land Development Company has a

contract with Hanson to buy the property once it has been
restored according to the approved reclamation plan. The
City of Carlsbad wants to put 500 low cost homes

there. It’s now difficult to see how such high density de-
velopment can be shoehorned into the limited remaining
developable acreage. Our dream — to save it ALL from
development — may now be closer to reality. Funds would
need to be raised to purchase the entire site, but the impe-
tus and resources seem to be lining up. The Oceanside
Recreation and Parks Commission and City Council sup-
port keeping the four acres in Oceanside as a park. The
Trust for Public land is now actively involved, and the City
of Carlsbad has already set aside $5 million that is avail-
able for purchase of open space. Carlsbad’s Citizens’
Committee for Open Space identified the Quarry property
as its highest priority for funding. Now if only the Carls-
bad City Council can be convinced to allocate those funds!

Together with the evolving plans for restoration of Buena
Vista Lagoon, we are now closing in on an open space cor-
ridor alongside busy Highway 78 that could stretch almost
6 miles, from the waterfall to the waves. If we can provide
the habitat, endangered Bell’s vireos and California gnat-
n catchers will come. Yellow war-

blers, yellowthroats, yellow-
breasted chats, and maybe someday
even a yellow-billed cuckoo, will
be nesting in the willows. Imagine
an interpretative trail that starts at
El Salto Falls, the highest waterfall
in coastal Southern California, and
winds past rare riparian lands ,
lands rich in Luiseno and Californio history (here is the
only California rancho still in the hands of the original
family), through Buena Vista Creek Ecological Reserve,
on alongside Buena Vista Lagoon, and past our Nature
Center to the Ocean.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo
—By Dan Sudia

We can make this happen! —By Dennis Huckabay

A Message from California Audubon:
Prop. 21: A Legacy for Cal State Parks

Did you know that more than 50 Audubon California Im-
portant Bird Areas are at least partially owned by Califor-
nia State Parks, a total of 156,000 acres?

Audubon California, The Nature Conservancy, Save the
Redwoods League, and California State Parks Foundation
are sponsors of the State Parks & Wildlife Conservation
Trust Fund Act (“State Parks Initiative) appearing on the
November 2, 2010 statewide ballot as Proposition 21.

Free Park Access Pass—Under Prop. 21, all vehicles reg-
istered in California will get a free, year-round day use ad-
mission to all California state parks in exchange for a new
annual $18 vehicle license fee, a considerable savings for
those who make two or more state park visits in a year.

Funds for Parks and Wildlife—The funding will provide
a stable, reliable and adequate source of funding for the
state park system, for wildlife conservation, and for in-
creased access to those resources for all Californians. The
parks budget will no longer be subject to cuts by the legis-
lature or the governor, the Trust Fund cannot be borrowed
from or raided, and our state parks will once again be able
to work on acquisitions and deferred maintenance.

Volunteers Needed—YES ON 21 needs volunteers to or-
ganize campaigns in cities, towns, and neighborhoods. If

you can give any volunteer time to the campaign please go
to http://vesforstateparks.com/.

The passage of this proposition will be a conservation leg-
acy that all Audubon members in California can leave to
future generations!

Help pass Proposition 21 in November!



http://yesforstateparks.com/�
http://yesforstateparks.com/�
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Birding in September—Everyone’s Welcome!

Sat.—Sept. 4—8 a.m.—Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count. Whelan Lake is a reserve with a freshwater lake and riparian edge
habitat. Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, left at Douglas and continue to light at North River Rd., left on North River Rd. Meet at
the cul-de-sac at the end of the road by the entrance gate. Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

Sat.—Sept. 11—8 a.m. —San Luis Rey River Trail. The San Luis Rey River Bike Trail offers excellent birding opportunities for
pedestrians as well as bikers as it travels through Oceanside. We’ll be exploring a relatively new section of the trail that features
lush vegetation, an overhead tree canopy in some areas, little to no traffic noise, and some close views of the river itself. The area is
quite rich with the usual riparian birds with always the possibility of a few unexpected avian surprises. Time permitting we’ll ex-
plore some other areas of the river and maybe go out for a group brunch/lunch afterward at Oceanside Harbor. Directions: From
the coast, take Hwy. 76 east to N. Santa Fe Ave. Turn left at the street light at N. Santa Fe Ave. and park in the dirt lot or along the
curb at the well-marked trailhead. Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639; stevebradl @earthlink.net.

Sat.—Sept. 25—8 a.m.—Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count. Join the regular monthly bird survey team and get to know the Buena
Vista Lagoon. Have the satisfaction of contributing to the ongoing bird database by performing a little citizen science. We always
record a nice assortment of freshwater wetland and marsh species on this easy-paced monthly excursion. Directions: I-5 to I-78
East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and make another right turn onto Lagoon View Dr. Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.

Sat.—Sept. 25—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Landing. Novice birders are invited to join
our monthly class for some informal, no-pressure birding. Your leader will share some friendly tips and help you build your bird
identification skills. Directions: I-5 to I-78 East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and go to stoplight, turn right and park in Land-
ing parking lot on the right-hand side of road. Leader: Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

Plan Now for October BVAS Pelagic Birding Trips BVAS Field Trip

Oct. 2-4—Deep Water Cruise. A 2-night trip out to the San Juan Seamount Info Line
in search of tropicbirds, rare petrels, and Craven’s murrelets.

Oct. 9—Storm-petrel Bonanza. A 12-hour day trip to the 9-Mile and 30-

Mile Banks. This is a great chance to finally add pelagics to your county list.

For more information and details on booking your trip, visit the BVAS- Red-billed Tropicbird

sponsored pelagic birding website at: www.socalbirding.com. —By T. Blackman 760-688-0660

BVAS Nature Art Camp in July— ol N\
What Fun! TS ' N

For the second year in a row, the summertime BVAS Na-
ture Art Camp was at full capacity for each of its 1-week
sessions in July. A total of 32 young naturalist/artists took
part in the popular program this year at the Nature Center.
The success of the program is in no small part due to the
exceptionally qualified team of BVAS volunteers that
manage, assist, and engage the students in the many activi-
ties that take place during the weeklong camps. The Na-
ture Art Camp is directed by Mary Ellen Marquand, whose
career specialty was early childhood education. Primary
assistance is provided by Dovie Christenson, who uses her
experience as an elementary school teacher to keep the
kids excited and motivated. Other BVAS members utilize
their art, music, and nature education backgrounds to make
the activities meaningful and stimulating for all the partici-
pants. Finally, the team brings in special resources and Dave Dyer and friends collect insects at the Nature Art Camp.
experts from outside the chapter for unique activities that
provide special thrills for the kids.

lecting and identifying live insects, singing along with the
chapter’s resident troubadour (Tom Troy), and a wide vari-
ety of nature-themed art projects kept everyone busy and
happy. Thanks everyone. We can’t wait for next summer!

A popular highlight this year was an interactive watershed
exhibit provided by the City of Oceanside. Of course, the
sessions that featured live raptors at the Nature Center, col-
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Buena Vista Native Plant Club
Sunday, September 19

2 p.m.—Nature Center
“Designing Your Native Garden”

All your garden design
books probably talk
about picking individual |
plants based on color,
shape, texture, etc.
Sure, those are factors
for consideration, but
how do you pull it all
together? Native plant
lovers know it can be
much more rewarding
and reliable to design
your garden by consid-
ering a unifying habitat
theme—choosing plants
with compatible person-
alities that belong to-
gether in nature. Come
to our September meet-
ing and let’s talk!

Photo credit:
www.wildscaping.com, a website
devoted to helping Southern
California gardeners attract and
nurture wildlife in their yards.

Preschoo] Nature Storytime
Monday, September 27, 10 a.m.

"Leapin' Lizards"! Is it time for a
new school year already? Speak-
ing of our slithery little friends, we
have seen many on our trails this
summer, (and sometimes in the
Nature Center itself, as they sneak
in for a peek!). Come join us as we
return from our summer break and
begin another year of stories, songs, and crafts about the
wonderful critters we find in our natural world. Do you
know the name of the lizard who changes colors to cam-
ouflage itself when in danger? Looking forward to see-
ing you in September. If you have any questions about
Storytime, please contact Mary Ellen at 760-918-6622.

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD* AND CHAIRS

President Dave Billings* 760-753-7925
Vice-President Dennis Huckabay 760-757-6437
Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925
Treasurer Sandy McMullen* 760-944-5690
Audubon Adventures Ruth Gransbery 760-729-2240

Center Manager

Annette Schneider

Christmas Bird Count Terry Hunefeld*
Conservation Co-Chair Danny DiMento*
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*

Circulation Lisa Hart

Education Co-Chair  Ellen Kindsvater
Education Co-Chair  Nancy Miller
Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento*
Field Trips Andy Brumbaugh
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad*

Gift Shop Rosalyn Dong*
Library Norma Handy
Membership Harvey Hart*

Native Plant Club Joan Bockman*
Native Plant Garden  Joan Bockman*
Newsletter Andy Mauro*

Pelagic Birding Terry Hunefeld*
Programs Dennis Huckabay*
Publicity Kelly Deveney*
Ruddy Duck Club —OPEN POSITION—
Volunteers Mary Ellen Marquand*
Webmaster

760-945-8891
760-908-3453
858-688-6891
760-942-5167
760-945-9601
760-433-8097
760-704-6479
858-688-6891
760-434-3334
760-633-1639
760-806-1430
760-634-2120
760-945-9601
760-433-9401
760-433-9401
760-753-1266

E-mail: akamauro@cox.net

760-908-3453
760-757-6437
760-721-2441

760-918-6622

Larry Spann: E-mail: larry@spannweb.net

Volunteer News

Ed Weber, a longtime host at the Nature Center, has fi-
nally decided to take a break. For years Ed kept track of
the Visitors Book and tallied up the number of visitors
and where they came from for the annual reports (a job
he took over from Petey Tade). Ed was a regular fixture
on our birding trips. We hope to see him out with us
again soon, and thank him for all his help.

Mary Doris Powers will take over the visitors tally, and
continue to create each month the attractive bulletin
boards in the display area and, each season, the boards in
the Nature Center hallway. She’s also updating the
“road show” display boards. Thanks, Mary Doris!

Buena Vista Audubon
Nature Center

Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sun. 1p.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Mon.

760-439-2473

2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA
(East side of street on north shore of lagoon)

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049-0480

Website: www.bvaudubon.org
E-mail: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
Field Trip Hotline: 760-688-0660




September 2010 Lagoon Flyer Page 5

P e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e — — — — — — — — — — — ——————— |
| |
I FRIENDS OF BUENA VISTA AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION I
I As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis- :

count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases. 100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its edu- I
| cational programs. Minimum donation required: $25. Friends Membershin: N R ; |
: I would like to donate $§25 ~ $50  $100  Other: rends Membership: New . Renewal____ :
: Name Please Bill My Credit Card: :
| Address Get your Lagoon Flyer Digitally! I
| City, State, Zip I’d like to get my Lagoon Flyer a Cad# __ CRN__ |
: Ph week earlier, in full color, and save | wake Checks Payable to: :

one BVAS the cost of printing and post- . .

| . Buena Vista Audubon Society |
| E-mail age. Please e-mail me the monthly | p 5 g« 480 I
: Send me my newsletter by e-mail’ digital edition of the newsletter. Oceanside, CA 92049 :
b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e S e e e S e e S S S S S S S e S S S S S S — — — 4

Estate Planning and BVAS

Just before the summer break, the BVAS Board received word that Joni Ciarletta had gen-
erously included BVAS in her estate plan. Joni established a future bequest in her will to
help ensure the chapter would have the funds needed in the years ahead to continue to
maintain the Nature Center and support its nature education programs. Joni is an active
birder and naturalist and a regular contributor to BVAS. She has previously volunteered
her expertise to help BVAS prepare grant requests for various projects.

The Board gives Joni its heartfelt thanks for joining the BVAS Legacy Circle, and for help-
ing us call attention to this special program. The Legacy Circle is comprised of friends and
members who have provided for BVAS in their estate plans, whether by provisions in-
cluded in their wills or trusts, or by several other means now available. Joni follows the grand tradition set by a number
of our early “charter” members who chose to remember BVAS in their estate plans. How important is this to BVAS?
As a result of bequests that BVAS has received over the last ten years, the Nature Center Endowment Fund has now
grown to approximately $500,000. A portion of the annual investment earnings from this fund now help augment the
chapter’s annual operating budget, allowing BVAS to maintain and upgrade its facilities and offer a wider variety of
exciting new programs.

Preparing for the Future

BVAS has prepared a guide to planned giving that provides basic information regarding establishing an estate gift to
BVAS. The guide can be read and downloaded by following the link on the BVAS website: www.bvaudubon.org.

Introduction to the BVAS Guide to Planned Giving:

Buena Vista Audubon Society (BVAS) is an authorized chapter of the National Audubon Society. It is recognized by
the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-deductible, 501 (c)(3) nonprofit corporation. Our federal taxpayer identifica-
tion number is 23-7292749. A copy of our most recent financial statement is available on request.

Providing for the Buena Vista Audubon Society in your estate planning creates a timeless legacy, helping to assure
that future generations will also be able to appreciate and enjoy the natural beauty of our community. All donations
are used to maintain and operate the Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center and further the chapter’s mission to pro-
vide nature-oriented educational and recreational programs for its membership and the community. BVAS regards
bequests and other planned gifts as permanent investments in our chapter’s work. Estate gifts are generally used to
fund the BVAS Endowment. Endowment revenues are used to support the chapter’s programs, while the principal of
the endowment is kept intact. Donors may choose to have their gift used for a specific project, or dedicated to honor
a friend or relative. Please feel firee to contact BVAS for more information and assistance.

—Full text available at www.bvaudubon.org
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Change Service Requested

Quick Calendar for September

Sat. Sept. 4—Whelan Lake Walk—S8 a.m.

Mon. Sept. 6—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m.

Fri. Sept. 10—Board Meeting—9 a.m.

Sat. Sept. 11—San Luis Rey River Trail Walk—S8 a.m.
Tue. Sept. 14—General Meeting—7 p.m.

Sun. Sept. 19—Native Plant Club at N. Center—2 p.m.
Mon. Sept. 27—Nature Storytime—10 a.m.

Sat. Sept. 25—Buena Vista Lagoon Count—=8 a.m.

Sat. Sept 25—Basic Birding at B. V. Landing—38:30 a.m.

Printed On Recycled Paper
Minuteman Press
Carlsbad, CA.
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Lunkers Lurking in Our Lagoon'
. I\ \‘\\\\“\\

VAR 1:

Armando Mendoza, a visitor from Washington, caught
this large mouth bass in the Buena Vista Lagoon on Au-
gust 15,2010. Armando wasn’t able to weigh his mon-
ster fish before releasing it back into the lagoon, but he
has this amazing photo to verify his big fish story. Nice
catch!  —Photo courtesy Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation
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