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October General Meeting
Wednesday, October 16

Birding North
County

with My Camera
and Dog

with Steve Brad

6:30 p.m. Social—7 p.m. Program

We’re not sure just how long Steve Brad has been
leading bird walks for BVAS and taking almost daily
bird walks with his dog Rock, maybe ten years or
more. He wouldn’t have ever said this, but after all
that time looking and listening to the birds around San
Diego County, it had gotten so
Steve could pretty much quick-
ly identify just about every bird
he saw or heard on his walks.

\ He needed a new birding chal-
b .. |lenge, so one day he decided to
W8 take along his camera.

Somehow those first few images didn’t quite measure
up to what Steve was seeing from the serious bird
photographers in San Diego. He kept at it though—
taking lots of photos, saving up for bigger lenses,
comparing notes with his photographer friends, exper-
imenting with different settings, and becoming famil-
iar with the computer side of modern digital photog-
raphy. Photographing birds in the wild became his
new passion, and Steve turned out to be a quick study.
His photos of exciting birds doing interesting things
have now appeared numerous times in this newsletter.

—S. Brad

A Rare Tundra Swan in Carlsbad, Nov. 2009

He regularly posts photos of his rare bird sightings to
the SDBirds listserv.

Given his obvious advancement as a bird photogra-
pher, the BVAS Board decided it was time for Steve
to once again face a new challenge. After numerous
requests and much arm-twisting by his friends, and
despite his repeated protestations of amateur bird pho-
tographer status, we are happy to announce that Steve
has finally agreed to showcase some of his bird imag-
es from the last few years for our October program.

Please join us for a premier showing of Birding North
County with my Camera and Dog, a look at local avi-
an wildlife as seen through the lens of Steve Brad
(with possible guest appearance by Rock). Once
Steve has a few of these L ol
public showings under  [BSS W
his belt, we can all gather [
round and suggest the y
next challenge we’d like [}
to see him tackle!
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Birding With BVAS

“Migrating Birders Association”

The BVAS “MBA” Program

As we announced last month, VA A A AT
BVAS is now sponsoring one -
or more exciting trips each (& *7¢"

\{
year for those who’d like to i MBA ﬁ
/i

take a 1- to 2-week migration | ewte
to a far-off birding hotspot. | ‘svas corece &8
It’s a chance to visit exotic — SRIEAEREREEEE L
locales, see amazing birds, and explore different cul-
tures in the company of friends. All the details will be
handled by professional tour companies and local
guides. Based on an enthusiastic response to last
month’s MBA Program announcement, we’re in the
process of scheduling our course offerings for next
year—at least two birding tours for spring 2014. Our
first trip will be to Texas in April, led by Steve Shunk
of Paradise Birding. (See notice on P. 3).

Do you need more information about the BVAS MBA
program and upcoming trips, want to offer suggestions
for other possible trip destinations, or wish to get on
our “Upcoming MBA Trips” notification list? Please
contact BVAS MBA Chair Ann Hannon by phone at
760-602-0030; or by email: athannon@sbcglobal.net.

A RV
R

2013 Oceanside Christmas Bird Count

Continuing A 67-Year Passion for BVAS

The first recorded Oceanside Christmas Bird Count
(CBC) was held on December 28, 1946, when six bird-
ers joined forces and spent a combined seven hours in
the field counting birds. With this year’s count, BVAS
members and friends will have kept the tradition going
uninterrupted for two-thirds of a century. Last year, 97
participants tallied 194 species on the Oceanside CBC,
once again placing among the top dozen or so CBCs in
the U.S. in terms of species seen. Depending on the
date of the count, weather, and luck, it’s not a stretch to
shoot for 100 participants and 200 species this year.

We’d love to see even more of our mod-
erate and advanced birders join the effort
this year. We also want our beginning
birders and families to know they

are also welcome to share in the fun.
Check out the November newsletter

for the date of this year’s count and info
about how you can participate.

—

Coming in November to a Mystery Location Near You

First Wednesday Walks

with Steve Brad

Beginning on
Wednesday, No-
vember 6, BVAS
will be offering a
special mid-week
bird walk each
month. Led by
Steve Brad, the
walk will be held
on the first :
Wednesday of the month generally at 8 a.m., and will
feature a special location chosen at the last mlnute based
on where good birds have most recently been seen.

BVAS will maintain an e-mail alert list where interested
birders can sign up in advance to receive the notice and
directions to each month’s location, generally just a day or
two prior to the walk. We’ll also announce the location of
each month’s First Wednesday Walk on the BVAS Face-
book page. Several days prior to the walk, Steve will se-
lect the location for the walk based on reports of recent
sightings and his personal surveying.

Sign up for notification—If you’re interested in getting
on the First Wednesday Walk notification list, please send
an e-mail with your name, phone number, and e-mail ad-

dress to: stevebradl @earthlink.net.

You might not be able to join us each month, but sign up
on the notification list anyway to keep your options open!

Public Bird Walks, Monthly Bird Surveys

We probably don’t need to remind folks that BVAS con-
ducts regular monthly bird surveys of Buena Vista Lagoon
and Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary. We also offer one or
more other bird walks at various locations within the
county each month. We welcome birders of all levels to
join us on these excursions. See P. 3 for details.

Pelagic Birding—The New Frontier

Tips, Pics, and Trips
www.socalbirding.com
Sponsored by BVAS
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Upcoming Birding Trips

Basic Birding Class and

Whelan Lake Bird Walk
with John Haddock
Saturday, Oct. 5—S8 a.m.

Whelan Lake is a protected bird reserve with a freshwater lake,
riparian-edge habitat, grass-covered hillsides, and an oak grove.

d.

) |

e

and interesting sightings during fall and spring migrations.

The varied habitat results in a nice assortment of bird species in all
seasons. It is especially noted for its wintering duck populations

Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count
with Joan Fountain and Tom Troy

Saturday, Oct. 26—8 a.m.

Join the BVAS fledgling birders for our basic birding class
and bird count at Buena Vista Lagoon each month. Every-
one is invited to join the class for some informal, no-
pressure birding and lots of friendly tips.

We’ll meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m.

and then caravan around the lagoon to a se-

ries of selected stops to observe birds, dis-

Directions: I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, turn
left at Douglas Dr., continue to the
light at North River Rd., go left on
North River Rd. Pass through the en-
trance gate and follow the signs to the
lake. Bring a sack lunch to enjoy at the
picnic tables after your walk.

Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824. &

cuss bird behavior, and record the number of
species we see.

Directions: Meet at the Nature Center parking
lot, 2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside.

Leaders: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.
Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

San Dieguito River Park Bird Walk
with Steve Brad
Sunday, October 13—8 a.m.

tors, sparrows, and ducks. We'll start our trip at San Andreas
Street and then perhaps drive to a few select nearby locations.

m Directions: Take I-5 south to Via De La

Leader: Steve Brad, stevebradl @earthlink.net;
760-633-1639; cell phone (on day of trip): 760-274-5256.

street and park. Bring a scope if you have
one.

Join us as we visit a variety of spots in and around the San Diegui-
to Lagoon. Expect to see shorebirds, waders, riparian birds, rap-

Valle, go left (east) about one-quarter mile to
San Andreas St., turn right. Drive to end of

October Pelagic Birding with BVAS

“Fall Migration I”—Oct. 5—SOLD OUT

“Fall Migration II”—Oct. 13—6 a.m.-6 p.m.

Our “Fall Migration II” trip was scheduled following the
sellout of the Oct. 5 trip. This 12-hour trip out to the 9-
and 30-Mile Banks typically gets an assortment of storm-
petrels (four different species), murrelets (incl. possible
Craveri’s), tropicbirds, and a number of other fall migrants.
Trip Fee: $60-$90, depending on date of reservation.

NOTE:—Oct. 12-14, 2-night trip—CANCELLED
Sign-up at Pt. Loma Sportfishing: 619-223-1627

Info at BVAS Pelagic Birding website:

www.socalbirding.com.

A BVAS “MBA” Trip
Springtime in Texas
Pineywoods, High Island, & Hill Country
April 22-May 3, 2014

Spring migration and Texas specialty birds
with Steve Shunk and Paradise Birding

BVAS invites you for a special tour to eastern and central
Texas to experience some of the best birding in North
America. We’ll visit the East Texas Pineywoods, a
breeding haven for red-headed, red-cockaded, and red-
bellied woodpeckers, as well as for a number of exciting
warbler species. We’ll experience the peak of spring
migration at the legendary migrant traps on High Island,
with up to 25 warbler species and more than 35 possible

shorebirds. We’ll then head west into the
Hill Country in search of golden-cheeked
warbler and black-capped vireo, among
many other Texas specialty birds. Our trip
will culminate with a visit to the Frio River
bat cave, where 10 million Mexican free-
tailed bats emerge for their evening feeding! gy, cx_capped

Transportation—Participants are responsible Vireo
for flights to and from San Antonio, Texas; all

other trip transportation included.
Food and Lodging—11 days’ lodging and meals all included.
Fees—$2,705/person dbl. occupancy; $525 single supplement.

Space is Limited—Only seven participants can be accepted.
Please reserve your space early!

Contacts—BVAS MBA Chair Ann Hannon at 760-602-0030
(athannon@sbcglobal.net); or Paradise Birding’s Steve Shunk
at 541-408-1753 (steve@paradisebirding.com).
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Preschon] Nature Storytime
Monday, October 21, 10 a.m

They skitter across the floor and
make us jump with fright. They
also spin webs that put us in
awe of their beautiful designs.
Spiders are a much-needed
creature in our natural world.
Come to Storytime on Monday,
October 21 at 10 a.m. to learn
more about these critters. We’ll
sing songs, hear a story, and make a take-home craft.

(PLEASE NOTE: Storytime will be on the
THIRD MONDAY this month instead of our usual fourth
Monday date).

Questions? Call Mary Ellen: 760-918-6622.

dannne
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BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS

President Dave Billings* 760-753-7925
Vice-President Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437
Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925
Treasurer Sandy McMullen* 760-944-5690
Board Member Jacques Domercq* 760-583-1961

BVAS MBA Program Ann Hannon*
Center Manager Annette Schneider
Christmas Bird Count Andy Mauro*
Conservation Co-Chair Danny DiMento*
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*
Circulation Lisa Hart
Education Co-Chair  Carol Riker

E-mail: carol.riker25@gmail.com
Ellen Kindsvater

760-602-0030
760-945-8891
760-753-1266
858-688-6891
760-942-5167
760-945-9601

Education Co-Chair

Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento* 858-688-6891
Field Trips Andy Brumbaugh 760-434-3334
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 760-633-1639
Gift Shop Rosalyn Dong 760-806-1430
Library C. J. DiMento 760-231-9096
Membership Harvey Hart* 760-945-9601

Native Plant Club
Native Plant Garden
Nature Storytime

760-433-9401
760-433-9401
760-918-6622

Joan Bockman*
Joan Bockman*
Mary Ellen Marquand

Newsletter Editor Andy Mauro*  E-mail: akamauro@cox.net
Pelagic Birding Website: www.socalbirding.com
Programs Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437
Publicity Kelly Deveney* 760-721-2441
Ruddy Duck Club Kelly Deveney* 760-721-2441
Volunteers Bob Crowell* 760-207-3884
Webmaster Larry Spann  E-mail: larry@spannweb.net

Lead-Free Ammo Bill Goes to Governor

Assembly Bill 711, the bill to pro-
tect birds and people from lead in
the environment, has been approved
by the California Legislature and
now awaits the governor’s signature.

The bill was strongly supported by
California Audubon and other conservation groups.
Studies show that lead in ammunition finds its way into
the wildlife food chain and seriously threatens iconic
birds such as the California condor, as well as other rap-
tors and wild fowl. Scientists have found measurable
amounts of lead from ammunition in the meat of wild
game. Debate leading up to the passage of the bill re-
vealed that alternatives to lead ammunition are already
widely available and in use by thousands of hunters.

Twenty -ﬁfth Bill Dunsing Helen Lehmann
. Lucille Davis Carol Lundgren
Anniversary
Doug Engberg Karen Messer
Honor Roll Margaret Foerster ~ Don Musselwhite
Jane & Al June Ginger Marydoris Powers
Alexander Liovd & Iri Bavid Rorick
Reg & Annette (g h 7a avida Roric
Antle ranam Debora & Don
John Griffith .
Evelyn Ashton onn r.lﬁi Stillman
Joyce Anderson Paul Grigsby Annette Schneider

Barbara Hall
Diana Bennett arbara Haitman Petey Tade

Robert Chaney Th.elrr.za Ha)‘/ es Eleanor Truex
Dorothy Carel Priscilla Hiles Kenneth Weaver
Bill & Katherine Max JOh’?S(m ‘ Herb Williams
Daugherty Jay Klopfeinstein Cora Wilson
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AUDUDBON

"~ NATURE CENJER:

Location: Mailing Address:
2202 South Coast Hwy. | P.O.Box 480
Oceanside, CA Oceanside, CA 92049

(East side of street on

north shore of lagoon) Phone: 760-439-2473

Hours: BVAS Website:
Tuesday-Saturday — www.bvaudubon.org
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Pelagic Birding Website:
Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m. | www.socalbirding.com
(Open Mondays E-mail:
as staffing allows). bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
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I FRIENDS OF BUENA VISTA AUDUBON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases. The BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs will receive 100% of my con-
| tribution. Minimum donation suggested: $25. I would like to donate $25__ $50 _ $100 __ Other:

| Name
: Address
I City, State, Zip

| Phone

E-mail

: *[ choose to receive the digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer by

| e-mail each month. It’s a week earlier, in full color, has extra

| features, and saves BVAS and the environment the cost of print-
| ing and postage. Sign me up!

: *Please send me my newsletter by e-mail. —» D

6 ive a Hoo t ’ Please bill my credit card:
® | Card#

i Exp.Date:  ~~ CRN_

Give a treat

:OIIBKIAQ th"f Make Checks Payable to:
dlloween bY | pyena Vista Audubon
maKing a8 P.O. Box 480

BVAS Friends |  Oceanside, CA 92049
donation.

BVAS Native Plant Club
Sunday, Oct. 20—2 p.m.

The Buena Vista Native Plant Club regularly meets at the
Nature Center at 2 p.m. on the third Sunday of each
month. Everyone’s welcome, regardless of their native
plant knowledge or gardening expertise. Club members
answer your questions and help solve your gardening is-
sues, as well as offer tips for native gardening activities
appropriate for the season. We always spend time among
the native plants in the demonstration gardens or along the
Nature Center trails. For more info, follow the Native
Plant Club link at www.bvaudubon.org.

Monday Morning with the Natives—Interested
gardeners are invited to the Nature Center
on Monday mornings at 9 a.m. for some
casual gardening and friendly chatter.

Volunteer at the Nature Center

Many of our volunteers start out by signing up to be host
at the Nature Center for just a few hours a month. BVAS
will give you the training you need. Just call Bob Crowell
at 760-207-3884, or e-mail kbcrowell@cox.net, and we’ll
get you started.

Native Plant Sale

Saturday—October 12—11 a.m.
Casa del Prado Courtyard in Balboa Park
(west of the Natural History Museum)

*Native shrubs, trees, flowering plants k p
J

*Seeds, books, posters

*Curbside parking for loading plants
*Friendly, knowledgeable experts to assist you
*Cash, checks, & credit cards accepted

More information at www.cnpssd.org

Why Native Plants? Attract birds and
butterflies, save water, and preserve
San Diego’s natural heritage!

Proceeds support the S. D. Chapter of the California Native Plant
Society, dedicated to the preservation of native California flora.

Schedule a Class Visit to Nature Center

BVAS Education Co-Chair, Carol
Riker, handles scheduling for all
groups or classes wishing to visit the
Nature Center. For questions orto [/
request a docent-led tour and program [
at the Nature Center for your group or S I(*
classroom, please contact Carol by
e-mail at: carol.riker25@gmail.com.

Kids’ Corner At the Nature Center
Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse
NATURE-CENTER .

1 UES~SAT= 10.00-400
oUNDAY - 100 400

Kids and parents are
invited to stop by the
Nature Center for some
informal nature fun.

Sunday, Oct. 20
1-4 p.m.
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pelicious autumn! My very soul Ls wedded
to it, and if t were a bivd | would fly about
the earth seekking the successive autumns.,

—George Eliot -
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BVAS October Calendar

Fri. Oct. 4—Board Meeting—9 a.m.

Sat. Oct. 5—Pelagic 12-Hour Boat Trip—SOLD OUT
Sat. Oct. 5—Whelan Lake Bird Walk—8 a.m.

Fri. Oct. 11—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m.

Sun. Oct 13—Pelagic 12-Hour Boat Trip—6 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sun. Oct. 13—San Dieguito River Park Bird Walk—8 a.m.
Wed. Oct. 16 —General Meeting—6:30 p.m.

“Birding North County” with My Camera and Dog”
Sun. Oct. 20—Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse.—1-4 p.m.
Sun. Oct. 20—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m.

Mon. Oct. 21—Preschon] Nature Storytime—10 am.

Sat. Oct. 26—Basic Birding and Lagoon Bird Count—=8 a.m.

Printed on Recycled Paper

Nutmeg Mannikin—Count On It!

In August, the California Bird Records Committee rati-
fied the nutmeg mannikin as an established exotic spe-
cies in California. As a result, the bird was added to the
official ABA Checklist, which now stands at 981 spe-
cies. This means that birders can now officially “count”
the nutmeg mannikin on their life lists should they hap-
pen to spot the species in Southern California. That
shouldn’t be a difficult task,
as escaped caged birds have
been present in San Diego
for 25 years or so, healthy
breeding populations are
now well established in the
wild, and mannikins have
become regular visitors to
backyard feeders.

The male mannikin is a striking bird, adding to its popu-
larity as a caged pet. Birders, perhaps, feel somewhat
conflicted about this addition to the ABA checklist.
While all can appreciate the bird’s beauty and most are
happy to add another bird to their life lists, they know
the mannikin’s quick expansion into the native habitat
will inevitably cause some disruption in the balance of
nature among the county’s native flora and fauna.




