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Bats!  
By Dick and Cindy Wilkins 

 

7 p.m. Social—7:30 p.m. Program 

Just in time for Halloween, our October 
program will feature a close up look at  
fascinating creatures of myth and lore—
bats!  Bats have long been saddled with 
an unsavory reputation for ill behavior, 
including sucking the blood of unusually 
sound sleepers, instant transmission of 
rabies when sharing common space with 
humans, and a perverse propensity for 
entanglement in the hair of terrified 
women the world over.  We note, howev-
er, that bats represent the largest number of mammal species in San Diego County.  Perhaps it’s time we 
separated a little fact from fiction?  Dick and Cindy Wilkins of Bat Rescue will present a fascinating look 
into the world of bats in this family-orientated multimedia program. The show begins with a look at who 
these little mammals are, where they come from, and how they live. Dispersed throughout the presentation 
will be several music videos of bat antics, cute pups with pacifiers, and bats just generally hanging around 
(upside down).  We’ll learn such facts as why the bat’s feet are turned around backwards, the chances of 
contracting rabies from bats, how many bat species are in the world, and words such as “micorbats”, 
“megabats”, and “Chiroptera”.  Because Bat Rescue is primarily a rehabilitation facility some of the 
presentation time will be devoted to the behind-the-scenes care and treatment the injured bats receive.  If 
all goes well, the lecture will end with a grand finale—the viewing of live bats!  Using a Bat-Cam hooked 
up to the projection system, everyone will get a great view of several of the live bats currently being reha-
bilitated by the bat rescue team. Between four to six different species will be displayed, one at a time, to 
give each bat time to eat and drink on camera and allow the audience a chance to ask questions.   Be pre-
pared for an exciting evening with the world’s only mammal that can truly fly.     

Bats at the Nature Center?  Don’t be afraid—bats are a 
part of our natural ecosystem, and they make good neigh-
bors.  Because they fly, these nocturnal creatures play an 
important role in controlling many insect pests.  A single 
bat can consume as many as 500 insects in just one hour, or 
nearly 3,000 every night.   That means a small colony of just 
100 little brown bats at Buena Vista Lagoon could eat al-
most a quarter of a million mosquitoes and other small in-
sects each night!  Now, don’t you like them just a little?  

It’s Halloween at the Nature Center—Tricks and Treats! 
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Top Priority Issue for the 
Chapter in 2007-2008  

Protection, restoration and 
enhancement of Buena Vista 

Lagoon and its watershed. 

From Your President 

More is better.  That's not the mantra you often hear 
from environmentalists more concerned with conserv-
ing the little we have left.  But for the year from July 
2006 through June 2007 it was more of most everything 
for Buena Vista Audubon.  Here are some highlights 
from Buena Vista's annual report to National Audubon.  

As reported in last month's Flyer, visitors to our Nature 
Center increased a remarkable 54.7%.  Numbers were 
up in almost every category: 

                                                  2005-06          2006-07   

Visitors to the Nature Center        8,559             13,237  

Number of other states states            32                  43 
Number of foreign countries               8                    12 

Nature Story Time                           152                  231 

Art Camp                                           32                    60 

School Tours*                               2,556               2,910 

Basic Birding                                     81                  237 

Special Needs Groups                       85                   120 

Nursing Homes                                 23                     58 

General Meetings                            138                   322 

Native Plant Club                              45                   173 

Scout Projects                                   34                      68 
 

* The number of schoolchildren we host is limited only by the num-
ber of volunteer Nature Guides we can call on.  We had to turn 
away  classes.  Consider becoming a Nature Guide:  call Renee 
Racine at 635-0867 or Nancy Miller at 929-2869. 

  

Finances                                2005-2006       2006-2007  

Revenue                                     $44,662            $77,817 

Expenditure                                $44,875           $66,771 

Cash & Endowments                $304,578         $341,169   

  

 

Why more in 2006-07? 

I believe Buena Vista Audubon grew more than before 
because 2006-07 was such a decisive "watershed" for 
Buena Vista Creek and Lagoon.  During the year it be-
came all too clear that if we failed to save the Sherman 
property and stop the hotel project on the lagoon, the 
views, open space and wetlands that we cherish would be 
gravely diminished and impaired.  BVAS raised $20,000 
to support Preserve Calavera's successful effort to pur-
chase and protect the Sherman property in perpetui-
ty.  Then the misbegotten lagoon hotel project reared 
up.  BVAS has actively opposed this ill-suited develop-
ment encroaching not only on the lagoon but also on the 
educational programs we offer at the Nature Center.  We 
will know soon whether  or not the Coastal Commission 

will deny this harmful project. 

In 2006-07 our members be-
came more involved, the pub-
lic "woke up" to the threats to 
the lagoon, and this increased 
awareness and concern gener-
ated increased participation in 

and financial support for Buena Vista Audubon.  Part of 
our improved financial standing as of 6/30/07 was due to 
the run-up in financial markets, but it was also due to in-
creased financial support from our members and friends, 
including some very generous contributions indeed.    

Buena Vista Audubon in 2006-07 was also more than be-
fore because birding has 
become such a popular 
activity.  More birders out 
birding meant more 
awareness of birds and 
their tenuous habitat.  In 
short, more birders bird-
ing meant more recogni-
tion for and participation 
in the efforts and outreach of BVAS. 

But we couldn't capitalize on increased public interest and 
concern for birds and their diminishing habitat without    

our volun-
teers.  Buena Vista 
Audubon volunteers 
led our basic birding 
classes, told nature 
stories to preschool-
ers, guided  school 
nature tours, led field 
trips, and kept our 
Nature Center open to 
the public.  BVAS 
volunteers devoted 

many long hours to the conservation effort, and continue 
to do so.  Volunteers have always been the best that we 
have to offer the public.  In 2006-07 our volunteers were 
called on to do more.  They did.  The public respond-
ed.  Without our volunteers we would have been so much 
less in 2006-07.   —Dennis Huckabay   

BVAS 

Annual 
Report 

Top Accomplishments in 2006-2007   

Assisting in the purchase of the 134-acre Sherman property 
along Buena Vista Creek 

Galvanizing community opposition to the proposed hotel on 
Buena Vista Lagoon across from the Nature Center 

Increasing public participation in and awareness of BVAS 
activities and concerns  

 

 



October Field Trips 
Sat—Oct. 6—8 a.m.—Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count.  Freshwater lake and riparian edge habitat.  Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 76.  East on 
Hwy. 76.  Turn left at Douglas and continue to light at North River Rd.  Turn left and meet at the cul-de-sac at the end of the road by the entrance 
gate.  Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824. 

Sat—Oct. 13—9 a.m.—San Elijo Lagoon at Rios Trail.  Join BVAS members and San Elijo Lagoon docents on the regular monthly nature hike 
at this ecological reserve featuring tidal mudflats, coastal wetlands, and five other distinct plant and animal communities.  Directions:  I-5 to Lomas 
Santa Fe.  West to N. Rios Ave.  Right to cul-de-sac at end of road.  No facilities.   

Sat—Oct. 20—8 a.m.—Huntington Central Park and Bolsa Chica.  A variety of shrubs and trees plus a lake and marshy 
area provide good habitat for a wide variety of bird species at Huntington Central Park.  Take I-5 to I-405, take Brookhurst 
Street exit, turn right and then immediately left onto Slater Avenue.  Go west 2.9 miles.  Turn off into Huntington Central 
Park parking lot on your left, 100 yards short of traffic light at Golden West Street.  For car pooling meet at the Nature 
Center at 7 a.m.  After birding the park we will go to Bolsa Chica State Ecological Reserve, where we should find a good 
variety of shorebirds, terns, grebes, waders, ducks and a few surprises.   We will return early afternoon so you may wish to 
bring lunch.  Leader:  Steve Brad.  760-633-1639. 

Sat—Oct. 27—8 a.m.—Buena Vista Lagoon Monthly Bird Count.  Freshwater 
coastal lagoon.  Directions:  I-5 to 78 East.  Exit Jefferson. Turn right and take another immediate right onto 
Lagoon View Dr.  Go to end of road.  Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379. 
 
Sat—Oct. 27—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Landing.  Directions:  
I-5 to Hwy. 78.  Exit Jefferson.  Turn right and go to stoplight.  Turn right and park in Landing parking lot 
on the right hand side of road.  Contact person:  Tom Troy, 760-967-6915. 
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Support Our Lagoon 

Stop the Hotel! 

Conservation Corner:   

North County Issues In the Spotlight 
Three issues of interest to BVAS members are on the antici-
pated agenda of the November meeting of the California 
Coastal Commission.  First, the Lagoon Hotel project we’ve 
been actively fighting will be heard.  We plan to organize 
several busloads of concerned citizens to attend to lend sup-
port to our appeal.  If you haven’t yet viewed Ric 
Shellhamer’s excellent video on this issue, drop by the Na-
ture Center and check it out.  Next, Oceanside’s proposed 
changes in the downtown condo/hotel ordinances should 
also draw a lot of attention at the November meeting.  Fi-
nally, the proposed Poseidon/Carlsbad desalination plant 
will be considered by the Commission.  Most conservation 
organizations, including BVAS, have signed on to a letter in 
strong opposition to this seriously flawed proposal.  Look 
for a more detailed report in next month’s Lagoon Flyer.    

                                  —Andy Mauro, Conservation Chair 

 

Birders of all skill levels are always welcome to join us! 

 

Save Clara! 

Red Knot                  
by V. Murayama 

    White Pelicans              by J. Topp                                     

“Clara” is a female Clapper Rail, nesting in the cattails 
near the railroad trestle at Buena Vista Lagoon.  She 
and her mate are one of only 408 pairs of this federally 
listed endangered bird species still left in California.  
Buena Vista Lagoon is home to a total of eight pairs of 
Clapper Rails, a small breeding population in danger 
of being lost by the impacts of development along the 
edges of this state ecological reserve.  Clara’s nest site 
is less than 200’ from the hotel and restaurant devel-
opment now being proposed for the edge of the lagoon 
in South Oceanside.  Help us save Clara and her 
chicks! 

Coming in November 

Salton Sea Birding Weekend 
Mark your calendars now for a special weekend of birding at the 
Salton Sea, November 17-18.  We’ll be led by professional bird 
guide, Bob Miller, well-known for his expertise on the birds of the 
Salton Sea area. This will be a two-day trip, with an overnight stay at 
the Brawley Inn on Saturday night, Nov. 17th. Cost per person, dou-
ble occupancy is $100; single $150.00. A $50.00 deposit is required 
by October 15th with the reminder due on Nov. 1st. No refunds un-
less we can fill your spot. The trip is limited to 14 participants so to 
ensure a space get your deposit in early.   Mail or drop off check to 
the Nature Center.  Please designate on check that it’s for the Salton 
Sea Trip.  For more info., call Andy Brumbaugh at 760-434-3334. 
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Ruddy Duck Club 

Anderson’s La Costa Nursery 

Beach Break Café 

Bob Baker VW-Subaru 

Carlsbad Paddle Sports 

Carlsbad Inn Beach Resort 

County Supervisor Bill Horn 

Cream of the Crop Deli and 
Market 

Hatter and Associates 

Harbor Fish and Chips 

Hoehn Honda 

Hunter Steak House 

I Love Life Window Cleaning 

Jón Baldur Hlíðberg Art 

Longboarder Café  

101 Café 

Lowe’s Building Supply —
Oceanside  

Mr. Peabody’s Steak & Ale  

North County Radiology 

North County Times 

Oceanside Photo & Telescope 

Omar the Master Craftsman 

Pelly’s Fish Market and Cafe 

The Printery 

Rorick Buick and Cadillac 

Seagaze Realty 

Scott T. Woods Contracting 
& Remodeling 

Seth R. Sharon, Prudential 
CA Realty 

Temecula Valley Bank 

Vine to Glass 

Wild Bird Center - Encinitas 

Wild Birds Unlimited-C’bad 

Worldwide Express 

 

Preschool Nature Storytime  
Our October storytime and 
craft will be about night time, 
or nocturnal, friends that in-
habit our neighborhoods, with 
an emphasis on the owl. In 
September we talked about 
visits to the beach and the dif-
ferent things we find in the 
ocean and along the sea-
shore.  Storytime begins at 10 
a.m. on the 4th Monday, Octo-
ber 22, at the Nature Center. 
Please note that there are five Mondays this month, but 
we will meet, as usual, on the 4th Monday.    —
Mary Ellen 760-918-6622      

Support our Ruddy Duck Club members with your patron-
age.  For more information about joining our local busi-
ness “Friends” group and becoming a “Ruddy Ducker”, 

please contact Tom Troy at 760-967-6915. 

 
Buena Vista Audubon 

 Nature Center  
                           

  Tue-Sat   10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 Sun   1 p.m.-4 p.m. 

Closed Monday 

 

  760-439-2473 

 
2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA   

East side of street just north of lagoon bridge  
 

 
Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 480  
Oceanside, CA  92049-0480 

 
Website:  www.bvaudubon.org 

 

E-mail: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 

President Dennis Huckabay* 757-6437 
Vice-President       Bill Jones*                            944-1775 
Secretary Mary Jane Roberts* 231-8148 
Treasurer               Douglas Schanzenbach*  726-3531 

—————————————-———— 
Audubon Adventures    JoAnne Schontzler                431-0953 
Board Member              Doug Dunn*                             781-1227                            
Center Manager            Annette Schneider                      945-8891      
Christmas Bird Count   Terry Hunefeld*                        942-5388                        
Conservation Co-Chair  Danny DiMento*              858-688-6891         
Conservation Co-Chair Andy Mauro*                            753-1266 
Circulation            Mary Jane Roberts*            231-8148      
Education Co-Chair    Renee Racine                       635-0867  
Education Co-Chair      Nancy Miller                        929-2869 
Field Trips             Andy Brumbaugh*                434-3334 
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 633-1639 
Gift Shop               Rosalyn Dong*                     806-1430 
Library                   Norma Handy                       634-2120  
Membership           Elle Schubert                        729-4061 
Native Plant Club          Joan Bockman*                     433-9401 
Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman* 433-9401 
Newsletter             Andy Mauro*                      753-1266 
                                                           E-mail:  akamauro@cox.net 
Programs               Dennis Huckabay*                 757-6437 
Publicity                Judi Wilson*                         439-3649 
Ruddy Duck Club  Tom Troy*                           967-6915 
Taxidermy             Joyce Anderson                      746-3995 

     Volunteers                     Mary Ellen Marquand*            918-6622    

     Webmaster :   Larry Spann             E-mail:  larry@spannweb.net                                                 

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD* AND CHAIRS 

VOLUNTEER RECEPTIONISTS 

We welcomed three new volunteer host/hostesses to our 
Nature Center last month.  What a wonderful way to 
meet new friends, welcome visitors, learn more about 
BVAS, and help to keep our center's doors open to the 
public.  Please call if you have been considering being a 
volunteer receptionist.  We will be glad to answer any 
questions you may have.     —Mary Ellen 760-918-6622 



 

BUENA  VISTA  

NATIVE  PLANT  CLUB 
 

October Meeting 

“Garden Design” 
Sunday, October. 21, 2 p.m. 

 

Come join us for the October meeting of the Buena Vista 
Native Plant Club.  This month we’ll focus on develop-
ing a personalized plan for your garden.  Bring a layout 
of your property and we’ll help you come up with your 
very own garden plan.  We’ll help you wrestle with such 
issues as sun and shade spaces, dry or wet conditions, 
and high use or low use areas.  Bring your questions and 
concerns! 

For more information, go to  www.bvaudubon.org, con-
tact us by e-mail at BVNPC@sbcglobal.net, or call the 
Nature Center at 760-439-2473.        
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its edu-
cational programs.  Minimum donation required:  $20. 

I would like to donate $ 25 ___  $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___   
 

Name_______________________________ 

Address_____________________________ 

City, State, Zip ______________________                                                                 

Phone_______________________________ 

Please bill my VISA or MASTERCARD 

Card Number ________________CRN # ________ 

Expiration Date ________    Special Instructions 

__________________________ 

Make Checks Payable to: 
 

Buena Vista Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 480 
Oceanside, CA  92049 
  

Monthly Nature Center Grounds Cleanup 

Join us on the first Saturday of the month from 8-10 a.m. 
as we tend the gardens at the Nature Center.  
Bring work gloves and gar-
dening tools. 
 

     Saturday, Sept. 1st   

Thank You! 

Friends Membership:  New ____ Renewal ____    

  

Tax-deductible donations to help fund this appeal should 
be made out to “BVAS”, (notation: “for legal fees”).  
Mail to:  BVAS, POB 480, Oceanside, CA, 92049. 

I would like to make a special 
donation to the BVAS Con-
servation Fund to help sup-
port land conservation and the 
fight against ill-conceived 
development projects. 

Amount:  $____________ 

 

Toyon 

The “must have” book for all San Diego birders 

San Diego County Bird Atlas 
On sale now at the BVAS Gift Shop—Only $49.95! 

February 6-11, 2008 
Featuring Kenn Kaufman 

Keynote Speaker, Trip Leader, and Workshop Presenter 
 

Last year, 224 bird species were reported, including Blue-footed 
Booby and Crested Caracara!  This year there will be trips to the 
desert, mountains, coast, and chaparral, and pelagic and overnight 
trips to Baja, Mexico.  A special addition will be an overnight trip to 
the Salton Sea.  An all-day digiscoping class with in-the-field experi-
ence sponsored by Swarovski Optik is one of the 14 workshops of-
fered.  The Festival includes a three-day optics and vendors fair. 
 

For a Festival brochure and registration information:                 

sandiegoaudubon.org       619-682-7200 
 

We need volunteers!  Please contact Ann Hannon at:                     
afhannon@sbcglobal.net or 760-6020-0030. 

mailto:BVNPC@sbcglobal.net
mailto:afhannon@sbcglobal.net


QUICK  CALENDAR 
 

Fri. Sept. 28—Board Meeting—9 a.m. 

Sat. Oct. 6—Whelan Lake Bird Count—8 a.m. 

Sat. Oct. 6—Nature Center Garden Clean-up—8 a.m. 

Mon. Oct. 8—Nature Guides—10 a.m. 

Sat. Oct. 13—San Elijo Lagoon Nature Walk—9 a.m. 

Sat. Oct. 20—Orange County Birding Trip—8 a.m. 

Sun. Oct. 21 —Native Plant Club—2 p.m. 

Mon. Oct. 22—Preschool Nature Storytime—10 a.m. 

Thurs. Oct. 25—General Meeting—7 p.m.. 

Sat. Oct. 27—Buena Vista Lagoon Count—8 a.m. 

Sat. Oct. 27—Basic Birding at BVL Landing—8:30 a.m. 

 

Sat.-Sun. Nov. 17-18—Salton Sea Birding Weekend  

Lagoon Flyer 
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Birding Orange County 
See Page 3 
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Buena Vista Audubon online: 
http://www.bvaudubon.org 

Clapper Rail                                                   Photo by S. Streit 

Save Clara! 

See Page 3. 


