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November General Meeting 

Wednesday, November 20 
 

A Murder Of Crows … 
and An  

Unkindness Of Ravens 
with Claude Edwards 

 

 

6:30 p.m. Social—7 p.m. Program 

They are met with aspersions, derision and contempt, 

and may well deserve that treatment. But it is not all 

their fault.  Like a good book, there is more to know-

ing about crows and ravens than you might think.  

These coarse and garrulous cousins are among our 

most adaptable birds, moving in and taking over our 

neighborhoods. They are familiar yet confounding to 

identify, and most folks can even im-

itate them. You may not like crows 

and ravens, but perhaps you’ll appre-

ciate them a little more after this 

presentation. 

Our presenter, Claude Edwards, is a 

lifelong naturalist and birding enthu-

siast who has shared his knowledge about nature and 

birding since the early 1970s. He has conducted sever-

al Breeding Bird Survey routes and participated in all 

of our local Christmas Bird Counts at some point over 

the years. He also co-founded the San Diego Bird Fes-

tival with his partner, talented entomologist Michael 

Klein, promoting our region‘s natural diversity. 

Claude is persevering with his interests despite losing 

his eyesight to glaucoma. His pleasure now focuses 

on enjoying the sounds that birds make. 

Please join us for a revealing look at two of our more 

reviled bird species, at this special time of year that 

we often associate with these birds of darkness.     

 

B u e n a  V i s t a  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y  
           2 5  Y e a r s  o f  N a t u r e  E d u c a t i o n  

Jón Baldur Hlíðberg 

Lagoon Flyer 

Happy Holidays! 
BVAS wishes all the best 

to you during this holiday 

season.  May you have 

many long-lasting, unob-

scured, close-up encoun-

ters with old and new 

feathered friends, and 

may all your flight-filled 

fantasies be realized.  

The 114th Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
Started in 1900, the National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count is our 

nation’s longest-running wildlife census.  It assesses the health of the coun-

try’s bird populations and helps guide conservation efforts.  It is often cited 

as an example of citizen science at its best.  CBC results from all across 

North America are entered into a searchable database, providing scientists 

and birders with a clearer image of wintering bird populations.  This infor-

mation helps determine the environmental impacts and future implications 

caused by such issues as deforestation, habitat fragmentation, and global cli-

mate change.   Join us this year and become a part of this annual tradition.                       
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Oceanside Christmas Bird Count 

Saturday, December 21 
The 2013 Oceanside Christmas Bird Count (CBC) will 

take place on Saturday, December 21, 2013.   This year’s 

Oceanside count continues an annual tradition begun in 

1946, when six birding friends decided to take on the chal-

lenge.  BVAS 

hopes to have as 

many as 100 

North County 

birders and na-

ture enthusiasts 

taking part in 

this year’s 

count.  Please 

join us! 

Experienced Birders:  If you’re a regular birder, whether 

of modest or expert skill level, we’d like to hear from you.  

Please contact the BVAS  coordinator for the count, Andy 

Mauro ( 760-753-1266; akamauro@cox.net).  He’ll answer 

your questions, get your information, assign you to a team, 

and fill you in on all the details.     

Fledglings Welcome:  If you're a new or inexperienced 

birder, we’d also like to see you participate in the Christ-

mas Count.  Make it a family adventure!  Please join Joan 

Fountain, Tom Troy, and a guest expert birder that day, for 

a special Christmas Bird Count edition of the Basic Bird-

ing Workshop.  The group will meet at the Nature Center 

at 8 a.m. and then carpool on a birding loop around the 

Buena Vista Lagoon.  No experience necessary.   

Day of the Count:  Early in the morning on December 21, 

participants will meet up with other team members and fan 

out to their assigned territories.  The boundaries of the 15-

mile count circle include parts of Oceanside, Vista, Carls-

bad and Camp Pendleton.  Team leaders will have scouted 

out their areas in advance to pinpoint promising habitat and 

access points, and perhaps track some target bird species.  

After a morning of counting birds, everyone will gather 

back at the Nature Center for a free chili luncheon and the 

sacred "Reporting Of The Lists," where we compile and 

discuss the morning’s results.  Following lunch and the 

adding up of the morning count, some will go off to try to 

see one or more of the highlighted sightings of the day.  A 

few will go back out in the field to try to find an expected 

species that might have been missed during the morning.  

Most, though, will simply go back home with a warm glow 

of satisfaction following a morning well spent.           

Expectations and Goals:  We aim to tally more than 

40,000 birds representing close to 200 different species 

during this year’s count.  Of course, a lot depends on the 

weather (expected to be just fine!) and the level of partici-

pation and enthusiasm (expected to be overwhelming!). 

Birding San Diego—Seriously 
In addition to joining the regular guided bird walks of-

fered by  BVAS, those interested in furthering their 

knowledge about birds in San Diego County might wish 

to check out these other valuable resources:   

San Diego County Bird Atlas (2004, 

Unitt)—This important work provides 

a definitive look at the occurrence and 

distribution of all breeding and non-

breeding bird species within the coun-

ty.  You can access an on-line version 

of the San Diego County Bird Atlas at 

the Natural History Museum’s web-

site:  www.sdnhm.org. 

SDBirds—This is a free listserv which provides an e-

mail forum for the daily reporting of important bird 

sightings in San Diego County.  Members can view the 

daily posts to see where various bird species are being 

seen.  Monitoring the reports provides insights into mi-

gration timing, general distribution patterns, habitat pref-

erences among species, and the relative rarity of certain 

species in San Diego.  To sign up for the listserv, go to:                               

http://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/SDBIRDS/info. 

San Diego Field Ornithologists—SDFO is a group ded-

icated to furthering bird identification skills and our 

knowledge of bird distribution within San Diego County.  

It holds a monthly meeting in San Diego and distributes 

a monthly newsletter which includes a report of notable 

bird sightings that is written by San Diego’s premier or-

nithologist, Guy McCaskie.  Annual membership is $25.  

For more information, go to its website:                          

http://sandiegofieldornithologists.org/membership. 

A sample copy of the SDFO’s October issue of The 

Skimmer is attached to this month’s digital edition.  

Governor Signs Lead-Free Ammo Bill 
Governor Brown signed historic legislation into law in 

October that will require hunters to use non-lead ammu-

nition.  California Audubon has been a leader in the cam-

paign to ban lead ammunition in California.  Eliminating 

lead ammunition has also been a priority for national 

agencies, and California is now the country’s leader in 

eradicating an unnecessary source of this lethal toxin. 

Biologists report that one in five wild California condors 

has ingested such significant levels of lead from spent 

ammunition that they are at risk of dying from lead poi-

soning.  In addition, more than 130 other wildlife species 

are at risk of poisoning from lead ammunition in the en-

vironment. The new law, to be phased in by 2019, will 

eliminate what scientists say is the number one source of 

unregulated lead left in our environment. 
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Whelan Lake Bird Walk 

with John Haddock 

Saturdays, Nov. 2 & Dec. 7—8 a.m. 

Whelan Lake is a protected bird reserve with a freshwater lake, 

riparian-edge habitat, grass-covered hillsides, and an oak grove.  

Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 76 East; turn left at Douglas Dr.; continue 

to the light at North River Rd.; go left on North River Rd.  Pass 

through the entrance gate and follow the signs to the lake.  Bring a 

sack lunch to enjoy at the picnic tables after your walk. 

*75 species seen on Oct. walk, including rare broad-winged hawk!                 

Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824.   

Basic Birding Workshop and             

Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count 

with  Joan Fountain and Tom Troy  

Saturday, Nov. 30 —8 a.m. 

*Saturday, Dec.21—8 a.m. 

*Please note:  Our December workshop will be a week earli-

er to coordinate with the Oceanside Christmas Bird Count.   

Join the BVAS fledgling birders for our basic birding 

workshop and bird count at Buena Vista Lagoon.  No expe-

rience necessary.  We meet at the Nature Center at 8 a.m. 

and then caravan around the lagoon to a series of selected 

stops for some informal, no-pressure birding.   
 

Directions:  Meet at the Nature Center parking lot, 2202 South 

Coast Hwy., Oceanside.   

Leaders:  Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.                              

Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.  

Holiday Birding with BVAS 

Second Sunday Bird Walks 

with Steve Brad 

Sun., Nov. 10—8 a.m.—San Elijo Lagoon Santa Helena Trail 

Directions:  I-5 to Loma Santa Fe Dr.; east 1 block to Santa Hele-

na; turn left on Santa Helena and drive to its end at the trail head. 

Sun., Dec. 8—8 a.m.—San Diego River 

Directions:  I-5 south; Sea World Drive west; veer left onto Sunset 

Cliff Blvd.; right on West Point Loma Blvd.; right on Bacon St.; 

go to parking area and look for people with binoculars.  For those 

interested, lunch after at Barefoot Bar and Grill on Vacation Isle. 

Leader:  Steve Brad, stevebrad1@earthlink.net;                                                

760-633-1639;  cell phone (on days of trips):  760-274-5256. 

Pelagic Birding with BVAS 
Saturday, November 9—8 a.m.-2 p.m.  

Our last-of-the-year trip, good for returning winter and late 

migrant seabirds.  Our October pelagic trips were among 

our most productive ever.  Fee:  $35 (before 10/21), $50 

(before 11/6), or $65 (after 11/6).  Reserve early for dis-

count!  Sign up at Pt. Loma Sportfishing:  619-223-1627. 

Trips, tips, & pics at BVAS Pelagic Birding website:  

www.socalbirding.com. 

BVAS “Migrating Birders Association” Trips— 

Springtime in Texas 
April 22-May 3, 2014 

Spring migration and Texas specialty birds          

with Steve Shunk and Paradise Birding 

Enjoy a special tour to eastern and central 

Texas to experience some of the best birding in North 

America.  We’ll visit the East Texas Pineywoods, the mi-

grant traps on High Island, and the Hill Country in search 

of the most sought-after specialty birds of Texas.     

Fee—$2,705/person dbl. occupancy, includes 11 days of Texas 

lodging, food, guides, and local transportation. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note:  BVAS “MBA” trips feature small, friendly groups, 

expert guides, and very competitive fees.  Trips can fill fast.   

Migration Magic in Ohio 
May 21-27, 2014 

Magee Swamp and other migrant hotspots 

in Ohio, plus a jaunt up to Central Michi-

gan in search of the rare Kirtland’s warbler. 
 

Experience a spectacle of avian migration in northwestern 

Ohio, the “Warbler Capital of the World.”  The south 

shore of Lake Erie attracts scores of migrating warblers, 

vireos, orioles, thrushes, and flycatchers.  We’ll also visit 

other habitats hosting a wide variety of eastern species.  

Our final day will take us on a special tour of Michigan’s 

jack pine habitat in search of Kirtland’s warbler.   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reserve your spot now!  Contact the BVAS “MBA” Chair,               

Ann Hannon, at 760-602-0030 (afhannon@sbcglobal.net). 

Kirtland’s                                                   

Warbler Black-capped 

Vireo 

First Wednesday Bird Walks 

with Steve Brad 

Wednesdays, Nov. 6 and Dec. 4—8 a.m. 

Steve will select the mystery location for these walks at the last 

minute based on recent sightings and his personal surveying.  If 

you’re interested in getting on the First Wednesday Walk noti-

fication list, please send an e-mail with your name, phone num-

ber, and e-mail address to: stevebrad1@earthlink.net.   ? 

*And don’t forget 

the CBC! 

 

mailto:stevebrad1@earthlink.net
mailto:stevebrad1@earthlink.net
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 BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS 

Hours: 

Monday-Saturday — 

            10 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m. 
 

BVAS Website: 

www.bvaudubon.org 

Pelagic Birding Website: 

www.socalbirding.com 

E-mail:                  

bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 480  

Oceanside, CA   92049 
 

Phone:  760-439-2473 

Location:   

2202 South Coast  Hwy. 

Oceanside, CA   

(East side of street on  

north shore of lagoon)  

President Dave Billings*                           760-753-7925  

Vice-President            Dennis Huckabay*  760-757-6437  

Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925 

Treasurer               Sandy McMullen*  760-944-5690 

Board Member              Jacques Domercq*                    760-583-1961             

BVAS MBA Program   Ann Hannon*                            760-602-0030 

Center Manager            Annette Schneider                      760-945-8891      

Christmas Bird Count   Andy Mauro*                             760-753-1266                        

Conservation Co-Chair  Danny DiMento*                      858-688-6891             

Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*                      760-942-5167 

Circulation                     Lisa Hart                                   760-945-9601                           

Education Co-Chair      Carol Riker 

                   E-mail:  carol.riker25@gmail.com        

Education Co-Chair      Ellen Kindsvater                                  

Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento* 858-688-6891 

Field Trips             Andy Brumbaugh                760-434-3334 

Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 760-633-1639    

Gift Shop                       Rosalyn Dong                           760-806-1430 

 Library                          C. J. DiMento  760-231-9096 

Membership                  Harvey Hart*                             760-945-9601 

Native Plant Club          Joan Bockman*                         760-433-9401 

Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman* 760-433-9401 

Nature Storytime           Mary Ellen Marquand               760-918-6622 

Newsletter Editor         Andy Mauro*      E-mail:  akamauro@cox.net 

Pelagic Birding             Website:                      www.socalbirding.com     

Programs                       Dennis Huckabay*                    760-757-6437          

Publicity                        Kelly Deveney*                         760-721-2441                           

Ruddy Duck Club         Kelly Deveney*                         760-721-2441 

Volunteers                     Bob Crowell*                            760-207-3884   

Webmaster                    Larry Spann      E-mail:  larry@spannweb.net                                                 

Preschool Nature Storytime  
Monday, November 25, 10 a.m 

 

 

Where do all the wonderful foods we 

eat come from?  Many of them come 

from a tiny seed planted in the 

ground!  At Thanksgiving dinner we 

often eat foods that grew just this 

way. We will be talking about seeds and their "off-

springs" at this month's Storytime.  We hope to see you on 

Nov.25 at 10 a.m. for fun with songs, a story and a take-

home craft.   Note:  There will be no Nature Storytime in 

December.  Questions?  Call Mary Ellen:  760-918-6622. 

Nature Center’s Silver Anniversary 
BVAS celebrated the 25th anniversary of the opening of 

the Nature Center with a gala party in October.  Close to 

100 guests gathered at the Nature Center to share stories, 

enjoy the refreshments, and tap their feet to the jazzy 

blues sounds of the Endangered Speciz band.  Fine wine 

and beer was generously provided by Sprouts Markets, 

Cellar No. 8 Winery, and Carl Strauss Brewery.  By the 

end of the evening, little remained of the two fancy birth-

day cakes that had featured images of the BVAS ruddy 

ducks and the Nature Center, and many of the guests 

were taking home one of the various donated door prizes.   

Sally Rorick-Orlando proudly shows off 

the shirt her father (BVAS founder and 

one of the primary proponents for the 

new Nature Center, David Rorick) wore 

when he made public appearances, gave 

his talks, and led numerous nature walks 

for BVAS. 

Turkeys in San Diego—Though native to North 

America, the wild turkey is not a native bird of California.  

It was successfully introduced to the county in 1993 after a 

number of previously unsuccessful attempts.  The intro-

duction was opposed by conservation groups concerned 

about possible impacts on the native ecology.  Wild tur-

keys are now a regular sight in the foothills and 

mountain areas of the county, and domestic birds 

can often be found on your table in late November.         

Habitat Upgrade Next to Whelan Lake 

In February, 2014, the U.S. Army Corps 

and the City of Oceanside plan to restore 

willow habitat along the San Luis Rey River 

on a patch of land adjacent to Whelan Lake.  

The project on city-owned land is an effort 

to attract and support endangered willow flycatchers.  

The project also hopes to provide suitable habitat at the 

upland edge of the site to support burrowing owls, an 

iconic species that once nested at Whelan Lake.  BVAS 

plans to provide update reports as this project progresses. 
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-

count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  The BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs will receive 100% of my con-

tribution.  Minimum donation suggested:  $25.  I would like to donate $ 25 ___  $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___    
 

Name_______________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ 

City, State, Zip  ______________________________                                           

Phone______________  E-mail__________________  
 

*I choose to receive the digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer by    

e-mail each month.  It’s a week earlier, in full color, has extra 

features, and saves BVAS and the environment the cost of print-

ing and postage.  Sign me up!                                           

*Please send me my newsletter by e-mail. 

     Please bill my credit card: 
 

Card #___________________ 

Exp. Date:_______ CRN____ 
 

   

Make Checks Payable to: 

  Buena Vista Audubon 

  P.O. Box 480 

  Oceanside, CA  92049  

 

BVAS Native Plant Club 
Sundays, Nov. 17 & Dec. 15—2 p.m. 

The Buena Vista Native Plant Club support group meets at 

the Nature Center at 2 p.m. on the third Sunday of each 

month.   Everyone’s welcome, regardless of their native 

plant knowledge or gardening expertise.  Club members 

answer your questions and help solve your gardening is-

sues, as well as offer tips for native gardening activities 

appropriate for the season.  We always spend time among 

the native plants in the demonstration gardens or along the 

Nature Center trails.  For more information, follow the 

Native Plant Club link at www.bvaudubon.org.   

Monday Morning with the Natives—Interested       

gardeners are invited to join the gardening group                 

at the Nature Center every Monday at 9 a.m. for              

some casual gardening and friendly chatter.  

Kids’ Corner At the Nature Center 

Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse 
 

Kids and parents are  

invited to stop by the 

Nature Center for 

some informal nature 

fun.  

Third Sundays 

Nov. 17 & Dec. 15          

1-4 p.m. 

Support the  
Nature Center 
and the many 

BVAS programs offered 
throughout the year 

with a generous year-
end gift.  All donations 
are fully tax-deductible. 

Thank You!   

Johnny Cake! 
Johnny (of Joey’s 

and Johnny’s 

Clubhouse) 
shows his strong 

support for the 

lagoon at the Na-

ture Center’s 25th 

birthday party. 

The Joy of Toyon in Your Yard 
This wonderful holiday image of a California thrasher enjoy-

ing a toyon berry was captured by Encinitas photographer 

Chris Mayne.  The red toyon berries mature around Christ-

mastime and the leaves are “tooth-edged,” characteristics it 

shares with the European holly bush.  As the story goes, early 

settlers from the east looked up at the toyon bushes growing 

on the hillsides around Los Angeles.  Thinking they recog-

nized a familiar friend from back home, they decided to 

name their town Hollywood. 

Toyon bushes do quite well in coastal San Diego gardens.  

They grow fairly quickly to a height of 10-15 feet, tolerate  

selective pruning, don’t 

require any fertilizing, 

and are completely 

drought tolerant once 

established.  Many dif-

ferent species of birds 

feed on the berries.   

It is the only native Cal-

ifornia plant still com-

monly known by its 

Native American name.   

Birdhouse Auction 

Save the date (3rd Sat. 

of March) and start 

drawing up your plans.  

The 2014 BVAS 

Birdhouse Auc-

tion will be here 

in no time! 

BVAS Yearend Fundraising Appeal 
Please look for your BVAS year-end appeal letter to arrive 

in your mailbox sometime during the holiday season.  We 

hope you support our efforts to foster an awareness and 

appreciation for nature in our community.  With your help, 

we can protect and preserve our natural heritage for gener-

ations to come.  Thank you for your support.          
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BVAS Holiday Calendar 
 

Fri. Nov. 1 & Dec. 6—Board Meeting—9 a.m. 

Sat. Nov. 2 & Dec. 7—Whelan Lake Bird Walk—8 a.m. 

Wed. Nov. 6 & Dec. 9—First Wednesday Bird Walk—8 a.m. 

Fri. Nov. 8 & Dec. 13—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m. 

Sat. Nov. 9—Pelagic 6-Hour Boat Trip 

Sun. Nov. 10 & Dec. 8—Second Sunday Bird Walk—8 a.m. 

Sun. Nov. 17 & Dec. 15—Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse—1 p.m. 

Sun. Nov. 17 & Dec. 15—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m. 

Wed. Nov. 20 —General Meeting—6:30 p.m. 

“A Murder of Crows..., An Unkindness of Ravens” 

Mon. Nov. 25—Preschool Nature Storytime—10 a.m. 

Sat. Nov. 30 & Dec. 21—Basic Birding & Lagoon Count—8 a.m. 

Sat. Dec. 21—Oceanside Christmas Bird Count 

 
 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
 

The 1st Greater Shearwater in S.D.    

Birders on the October 13 BVAS pelagic boat trip were 

treated to a rare first county record sighting when a   

greater shearwater was attracted to the boat just 12.3 

miles off Point Loma.  The remarkable photo above was 

taken by Tom Blackman.  Other good sightings for the trip 

included flesh-footed shearwater, black-footed albatross, 

red-billed tropicbird, south polar skua, and least storm-

petrel.  The last pelagic trip of the year will be Sat., Nov. 9.  

Oceanside Christmas Bird Count 

Saturday, December 21 
 

Sorry.  We checked.  French hens,                    
turtledoves, and partridges in pear trees                
are just not countable in San Diego.   

Quail in sagebrush?  Yep. 

A Murder Of Crows 
… and An  

Unkindness Of Ravens 
November 20—7 p.m. 

(See P. 1) 



 

Buena Vista Audubon  

Nature Center 

25th Anniversary Party 

September 28, 2013 

Johnny 

DiMento 

wears his 

support 

for the 

lagoon.  

Some of the original 

“Honor Roll” members who 

attended the Nature Center 

opening in 1987: 

(Back) Lucille Davis, June 

Ginger, Marydoris Powers;      

(Front)   Joyce  Anderson,         

Annette Schneider. 

Sally Rorick-Orlando 

proudly wears her Dad’s 

well-worn but lovingly 

cared-for Buena Vista 

Audubon shirt. 

Dave Rorick’s Granddaughter and 

Great-Grandchildren meet the Nature 

Center ‘s pet tarantula.  

Lucille Davis 

Regg Antle 

(Below) Party organizers Ann Hannon 

and Kelly Deveney share a hug.  

June 

Ginger 

Marydoris 

Powers 

Joyce Anderson  

Sally Rorick-Orlando 

Annette and Kurt Schneider recapture their pose 

from the 1987 Nature Center dedication.  They 

haven’t changed a bit! 
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SDFO NEWS 

 

Monthly Meeting 

 Tuesday, October 15, at 6:00 p.m., in the Hoffman Room of the San Diego Foundation Building, 2508 

 Historic Decatur Road. Going south on Rosecrans St., in the Midway area of town, turn left on Roose-

 velt Rd. into Liberty Station and proceed a couple of blocks to Decatur. Park in the lot to the left or find 

 street parking. 

 Program: Tom Stephenson and Scott Whittle will discuss their new book, The Warbler Guide: A New 

 System for Identifying and Learning Vocalizations. 

 Identifying the warblers and other species singing in the field is one of the most enjoyable and satisfy

 ing aspects of birding. However learning and remembering the important ID points of difficult and sim-

 ilar vocalizations can be challenging. This lecture will cover many new techniques that make it easier 

 to identify singing warblers and other species. This workshop will first cover how to understand and 

 use sonograms to learn what makes a vocalization unique and how to differentiate similar-sounding 

 species. 

 Based on a new system outlined in The Warbler Guide Tom will then ex

 plain and demonstrate how understanding a song’s structure, and the char

 acteristics of the Elements and Phrases that make up the song, can speed 

 up the identification process and make it easier to remember all kinds of 

 vocalizations.  There will also be a discussion of how to use a song finder 

 to quickly identify a singing warbler using the objective, easy-to-hear 

 qualities of a song. 

 The author will also explain a simple three-step memorization system that 

 he has used many times to memorize 300 or more songs for a trip to a 

 new country. 

 Tom Stephenson has been birding since he was a kid under the tutelage of 

 Dr. Arthur Allen of Cornell University. His articles and photographs are 

 in museums and many publications including Birding, Birdwatcher’s Digest, Handbook of the Birds 

 and Handbook of the Mammals of the World and Guide to the Birds of SE Brazil. He has lectured and 

 guided many groups across the US as well as in Asia, where he trained guides for the government of 

 Bhutan. He has donated many recordings of Eastern Himalayan rarities and other Asian species to Cor-
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 nell’s Macaulay Library of Natural sounds. He was  on Zeiss’s digiscoping 

 team for the World Series of Birding and in 2011 his own team won the 

 World Series Cape Island Cup. 

 His latest book, The Warbler Guide, is published by Princeton University 

 Press. 

 Scott Whittle has 20 years of experience as a professional photographer 

 and educator.   He has an MFA in Photography from the School of Visual 

 Arts, is a fellow of the MacDowell Colony, has held the New York State 

 Big Year record, and has birded throughout the United States.  He lives in 

 Cape May, NJ where he leads workshops and pursues his passion for birds 

 and photography. 

 Next month’s program: Tuesday, November 19, same time, same place. 

 We will be switching gears and screening an exciting new documentary film called "Ordinary Extraor-

 dinary Junco" which explores the diversity, evolution and habitats of all kinds of junco filmed in their 

 natural surroundings.  See the amazing "Guadalupe Junco" in its natural habitat!  The documentary in-

 cludes a guest appearance by Phil Unitt from the San Diego Natural History Museum. 

Christmas Bird Counts  

 Here is a list of this year’s Christmas Bird Counts in the county: 

 Saturday, Dec. 14   San Diego             Steve Ritt                     stevenmritt@gmail.com   

                    Chris Smith                 stlbirdman64@yahoo.com 

 Sunday, Dec. 15      Borrego                Bob Theriault              roberttheriault@juno.com 

 Monday, Dec. 16     Lake Henshaw     Gretchen Cummings   gretchen.bc@sbcglobal.net 

 Saturday, Dec. 21    Oceanside            Tim Burr                      tburr@san.rr.com    

                    Andy Mauro                akamauro@cox.net 

 Saturday, Dec. 28   Escondido             Kenneth Weaver          gnatcatcher@sbcglobal.net 

 Saturday, Jan. 4      Rancho Santa Fe   Robert Patton               rpatton@san.rr.com 

New Year’s Day Pelagic Trip Is Coming! 

 It's Jan. 1, 2014 Aboard the Grande 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., open to SDFO members (and you may want to 

 add friends) for $28. All passengers pay; there are no unpaid leaders on this trip. On Dec. 1st unre-

 served  spots will be open to all others at @ $35. 

Mary and Me, by Herb Young 

 Ed. Note: This reminiscence was published in the paper edition of the October Skimmer. For those of 

 you who missed it, here it is in electrons. 

 Mary Mosher died August 17, 2013. She 92 years old, and she had been an SDFO member for about 24 

 years. I met her about 1990 when she was secretary of SDFO and I was treasurer. We started birding 

 together; one thing led to another, and we began a romantic relationship to go along with our birding 

 trips.  
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 Mary suffered from pain up and down her right leg almost as long as I knew her. Two successful sur-

 geries cured her sciatica and hip pain but left her with painful arthritis in her knee.  Mary's memory 

 faded badly in the last five years. Her doctor did not pronounced the "A" word, but it looked that way. 

 She knew me most of the time, and did many things without help, but recently, she looked straight at 

 me and asked my name and where I was from. She often asked for her mother when she woke up in the 

 morning, and some evenings, remembering her home in La Jolla, she asked me to take her home.  

 After her marriage ended, Mary became interested in folk art and worked for a couple of years at the 

 Hopitu Indian Arts Store in La Jolla and made many buying trips to Central America. She was an origi-

 nal staff member and the museum registrar/cataloguer for the Mingei International Museum when it 

 was located in University Towne Center. In 1978, she became a member of the American Society of 

 Appraisers specializing in Native American and Central American folk art. She later became a  senior 

 appraiser and was one of two women in the country with a Senior Certification in American Indian Ar-

 tifacts. She was much sought after on account of her specialized field.  

 Oh yes, I moved in with Mary five years ago this July. I was living in North Park and driving to Mary's 

 every evening to prepare her inner and settle her in bed. That went  on for about a year while my house 

 was being built in the mountains. We watched videos that I checked out from the Central Library. 

 Starting with birds, we watched every nature video in the library all the way through cosmology with 

 Carl Sagan. We even watched the nature series by David Attenborough—his accent takes some getting 

 used to–at first, I thought that we would need English subtitles. I usually went home because I had to 

 go to work in the morning. I was younger and stronger then. 

 Mary was an avid birder. She first became interested in birds as a child in Wilton, Connecticut where 

 she organized the Chestnut Hill Bird Club consisting of herself and three playmates. She resumed her 

 interest later in life when she took a class in bird identification at UCSD Extension, and she joined the 

 San Diego Audubon Society and the San Diego Field Ornithologists as a result. Mary and I traveled to 

 SE Arizona several times, Texas, Florida from the Everglades to Jacksonville, Alaska, Point Pelee, and 

 Vancouver, BC. Since we were seeing the same birds, our lists gradually evened up at about 590 ABA 

 birds. (We are over 600 only if we count Baja birds).  Mary didn't remember that at the end, and I am 

 sorry to say that she couldn't even identify a House Finch. But we had a nice life together. 

 You were always a bright and gentle lady. Goodbye Mary. We'll miss you. 

Herb Young Resigns Skimmer Publishing Role 

 We want to extend a special thank-you to Herb Young for printing and mailing the paper version of 

 The Skimmer for many years. Herb no longer has the printer he used to print the newsletter, and as our 

 mailing list was down to fewer than a dozen names, we need to decide whether to publish a paper ver-

 sion henceforth. 
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Blue-footed Boobies staged a major move-

ment into California starting in the second week of 

September, this being the first such movement since 

the early 1970’s.  Since Blue-footed Boobies are com-

mon residents in the Gulf of California and occur only 

as casual stragglers along the Pacific coast of the Baja 

California Peninsula, it is reasonable to assume these 

birds originated in the Gulf of California.  As such, I 

believe the Blue-footed Boobies found along the coast 

of California in September had moved north from the 

head of the Gulf of California, crossed the Salton 

Sink, veered westward 

up the Coachella Val-

ley, and continued west 

over the low land be-

tween the San Bernar-

dino and San Jacinto 

Mountains and on west 

over the greater Los 

Angeles Basin to the 

ocean.  Once on the 

coast, these birds ap-

peared to move north-

ward, as indicated by 

the presence of multi-

ple individuals at locations from Marina del Rey in 

Los Angeles County to Bodega Head in Sonoma 

County, with two getting as far north as Humboldt 

County and another going all the way north to British 

Columbia.  However, far fewer appeared to go south 

based on the numbers seen in Orange and San Diego 

Counties. One seen in flight at Borrego Springs 11 

Sep (SES) was no doubt moving northward from the 

Gulf of California. Locally, the first was seen flying 

south at Pt. La Jolla in La Jolla 9 Sep (SW), followed 

by two there 13 Sep (GN) and one or two seen flying 

south on each of the following three days (DDiT, 

DWA, JR).  One was fishing off the mouth of the Ti-

juana River 22 Sep (JPS).  The presence of at least 13 

Blue-footed Boobies with Brown Boobies on Los 

Coronados Islands 21 Sep (WKH) mirrors the 37 there 

in November 1971, but is overshadowed by the 22 

currently on Anacapa Island in Ventura County. 

Highlights amongst the pelagic birds were a 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel well photographed with a large 

raft of  about 4500 

Black and 1500 Least 

Storm-Petrels 26 nm 

west of La Jolla 24 

Sep (DP, GMcC); the 

continuing presence of 

Red-billed Tropic-

birds, with eight re-

ported in San Diego 

County waters 14-28 

Sep (DP, WC, WKH) 

including one only 3.6 

nm southwest of Pt. 

Loma on 24 Sep (DP); 

an immature Masked/

Nazca Booby photo-

graphed 10 nm west of La Jolla 28 Sep (CAM, JK); 

three Brown Boobies at the 30-Mile Bank 11 Sep 

(DP); and the continuing presence of Craveri’s Murre-

lets, with at least 32 reported over the San Diego 

Trough 15-22 nm west of La Jolla 14-28 Sep (DP), 

including twenty along with four unidentified murre-

lets on 19 Sep (DP, MS, BM and BLC).  A Brown 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY BIRD OBSERVATIONS, 

SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

Compiled by Guy McCaskie and Sara Baase Mayers 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel W of La Jolla.  

Photo by Tom Blackman 
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Booby was also seen from shore at Pt. La Jolla 14 Sep 

(GMcC). 

 An immature Reddish Egret and an adult 

Laughing Gull at Lake Henshaw 15 Sep (GMcC, MS) 

had both likely moved north from the Gulf of Califor-

nia. Prior to these sightings, the only well-supported 

inland record for Reddish Egret in San Diego County 

was one in Poway 6 Sep 2002 (Unitt 2004), and there 

are no true inland records for Laughing Gull in the 

County, the single birds at Lake Murray and Santee 

Lakes most likely having flown these short distances 

inland from the nearby coast with other gulls.  A 

young Bald Eagle seen flying west at Lake Murray 26 

Sep (JM) was photographed later that day over the San 

Diego River mouth (NC). 

 The only Solitary Sandpipers were up to two at 

the Dairy Mart Ponds in the Tijuana River Valley 7-18 

Sep (JK, GN, SBM). An adult and a juvenile Ruff at 

the salt works ponds on south San Diego Bay in the 

morning on 4 Sep (RTP, MS) may have been present 

for only one or two hours since neither could be found 

later in the day. A Dunlin on south San Diego Bay 11 

Sep (MS) was the earliest this fall. Baird’s Sandpipers 

remain much scarcer than normal, with only one or 

two at the salt works ponds 5-11 Sep 

(RTP, MS), one at Sweetwater Reser-

voir 7 Sep (MS), and one at the sod 

farm adjacent to Dairy Mart Rd. in the 

Tijuana River Valley 29-30 Sep 

(GMcC, TAB). Pectoral Sandpipers 

were also somewhat scarce, with sin-

gle birds at the sod farm in the Tijuana 

River Valley 6 Sep (GN), south San 

Diego Bay 4-7 Sep (MS, GMcC), the 

Fairbanks Ranch horse pastures 7-10 

Sep (GCH, CG), Lindo Lake in 

Lakeside 26 Sep (PP), and at the Tijua-

na River Valley sod farm 28-30 Sep 

(GMcC), along with two at the San 

Diego River mouth 10 Sep (BM) and 

up to two at the San Luis River mouth in Oceanside 25

-30 Sep (SB). A juvenile Semipalmated Sandpiper at 

the salt works ponds 8-10 Sep (MS) was somewhat 

late. The Mew Gull known to have spent the summer 

at the San Luis River mouth was still present 30 Sep 

(SB). Six Black Terns were over south San Diego Bay 

12 Sep (MS), one was at the San Luis River mouth 30 

Sep (SB), and, offshore, one was 15 nm off San Diego 

11 Sep (DP) and two were 22 nm west of La Jolla 28 

Sep (DP). 

 Five White-winged Doves were seen locally 

along the coast, with one at Famosa Slough in Ocean 

Beach 4 Sep (BLC), up to three at the intersection of 

Hollister St. and Sunset Ave. in the Tijuana River Val-

ley 6-8 Sep (GN, GMcC) and the fifth in the residen-

tial area of Pt. Loma 15 Sep (GN)—small numbers 

regularly stray west to the coast every fall. An Inca 

Dove in Jacumba 2-19 Sep (EGK) attracted many lo-

cal birders, since there are no more than 8 records for 

San Diego County (Unitt 2004), with the most recent 

12 years ago in 2001. Only two Tropical Kingbirds 

had been reported by the end of the month, with one at 

Famosa Slough 21 Sep (JR) and the other at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery on Pt. Loma 22-26 Sep 

(AA). The first of the fall Plumbeous Vireos was one 

well photographed in Jacumba 27 Sep (EGK); fall mi-

Red-throated Pipit in the Tijuana River Valley. 

Photo by Larry Sansone. 
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grants normally arrive in San Diego County much lat-

er than do Cassin’s Vireos.  At least six Yellow-green 

Vireos were found along the coast of California this 

month, with one, possibly two (GLR), at Ft. Rosecrans 

National Cemetery 21-28 Sep (GN, SES).  The first 

pipits locally this fall included two immature Red-

throated Pipits 26-28 Sep (GMcC), joined by a color-

ful adult male 28 Sep into October (GMcC) retaining 

breeding plumage—a plumage totally unexpected at 

this time of the year. 

 Among the vagrant warblers that showed up 

this month, the rarest was a Kentucky Warbler photo-

graphed at Tamarisk Grove Campground in Anza-

Borrego Desert State Park 8 Sep (CC).  Other vagrants 

include an Ovenbird at Point Loma Nazarene Univer-

sity 15 Sep (GN), a Northern Parula in Jacumba 22 

Sep (GCH)—they are more likely along the coast in 

fall though rare there too, a Magnolia Warbler at the 

Bird & Butterfly Garden in the Tijuana River Valley 

28-29 Sep (LS), and a Chestnut-sided Warbler at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery 21-27 Sep (JR, JZ).  A 

Northern Waterthrush at the southernmost pond of the 

Dairy Mart ponds, continuing since 7 Sep (JK, SBM), 

has returned for its third winter.  Three other Northern 

Waterthrushes were each seen once, one at Ft. 

Rosecrans National Cemetery 7 Sep (JR), one at Sat-

urn Blvd. and Sunset Ave. in the Tijuana River Valley 

21 Sep (JK), and one at Cottonwood Creek Park in 

Encinitas 27 Sep (JK).  Other rare migrants include a 

Black-and-white Warbler at Ft. Rosecrans National 

Cemetery 24 Sep (DC); three Tennessee Warblers, 

one at Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery 19-21 Sep 

(GN), one also there 28 Sep (TC), and one at Lake 

O’Neill in Camp Pendleton 23 Sep (PAG); and Amer-

ican Redstarts, with up to four at Ft. Rosecrans Na-

tional Cemetery 18-25 Sep (CH, SBM) and one in 

Jacumba 22-23 Sep (GCH, EGK). 

Individual Clay-colored Sparrows were seen in 

the Tijuana River Valley 15-28 Sep (MS, GMcC), at 

Lake Murray 20-28 Sep (JM), at Ft. Rosecrans Na-

tional Cemetery 21-25 Sep (GN, JW), and at Famosa 

Slough 23 Sep (BM).  A Golden-crowned Sparrow in 

Los Penasquitos Canyon 29 Sep (TW) arrived early.  

A Bobolink, now a quite rare migrant in San Diego 

County, was photographed in the Tijuana River Valley 

15 Sep (MS).  

 

Listed observers: Alex Abela, Douglas W. Aguillard, 

Thomas A. Blackman, Steve Brad, Barbara L. Carl-

son, Dean Charles, Christopher Charlesworth, Nancy 

Christensen, Tim Cooper, Ward Cummings, Dean Di-

Tommaso, Peter A. Ginsburg, Char Glacy, Christine 

Harvey, William K. Hayes, Gjon C. Hazard, Eric G. 

Kallen, Jay Keller, Sara B. Mayers, Curtis A. Marantz, 

Guy McCaskie, James Morris, Brennan Mulrooney, 

Gary Nunn, Robert T. Patton, Dave Povey, Phil Pryde, 

Jim Roberts, Geoffrey L. Rogers, Matt Sadowski, 

James P. Smith, Susan E. Smith, Lea Squires, Stanley 

Walens, Torin Waters, Joe Worley, Jim Zimmer. 

Literature cited: Unitt, Philip. 2004. San Diego Coun-

ty Bird Atlas. Proc. San Diego Soc. Nat. Hist. 39. San 

Diego Nat. Hist. Mus., San Diego. 
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JOIN SDFO 
 
Dues for Calendar year: $25.00, including all renewals.   
Add $10.00 for each additional member in same house- 
hold.  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SDFO and 
mail or  give check to Membership Chair: BJ Stacey, 
9407 Domer Rd., Santee, CA 92071. For membership 
information, call BJ at (619) 596-8133. 
 
 

 
Visit our website at 

 

www.sandiegofieldornithologists.org 
 

or on Facebook at 
 

tinyurl.com/3rrpm76 
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