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Calling All North County Birders! 

Oceanside Christmas Bird Count 
The 2009 Oceanside Christmas Bird Count will take place on Saturday, December 26.         
Because of its late December timing, the Oceanside Count has become a holiday tradition for 
many North County birders.  Participants fan out in the early morning hours to count birds in as-
signed territories that cover parts of Oceanside, Vista, Carlsbad and Camp Pendleton.  It’s citizen 
science at its finest—the results of past Christmas Bird Counts have given important insights into 
changes in bird distribution and population levels caused by such issues as global warming.  After 
a morning of counting birds, birders will gather at the Nature Center to share a chili lunch and par-
ticipate in the "reporting of the lists."   The luncheon is always a festive event, with old and new 
friends meeting and exchanging information on the nearly 200 species expected to be tallied.   

Fledglings Welcome:  If you' re a new or inexperienced birder and would like to join in the Christmas Count, please 
join Tom Troy's Basic Birding Class.  No experience necessary.  See page 3 for directions and more information. 
Experienced Birders:  Contact Terry Hunefeld at thunefeld@gmail.com to be assigned to a group leader who will fill 
you in on when and where to meet.  Become a part of this fun and very rewarding holiday birding tradition.       

 

Jon Dunn recalls that he became a birder at age eight, when 
a bright male hooded oriole appeared in his Los Angeles 
County backyard. Then in the spring of 1966, his dad took 
him on a San Fernando Valley Audubon Society walk to 
Descanso Gardens, and he became totally hooked.  As a 
young man, he was an early protégé of San Diego’s Guy 
McCaskie, and quickly rose to prominence as a major force 
in North American birding circles.  He has been a Wings 
tour leader since 1977.   
Jon has extensive knowledge of the identification and dis-
tribution of North American birds, and has published many 
papers in a wide variety of journals. He was Chief Consult-
ant/Editor for the National Geographic Society’s Field 
Guide to the Birds of North America.  He is the co-author  

 

of the Peterson Field Guide to Warblers.  Jon has served 
more than 20 years on the California Bird Records Com-
mittee.   
Come join us for a informal presentation by a very person-
able and passionate birder.  An Evening With Jon Dunn 
promises some unexpected delights and shared discoveries, 
much like taking a walk down a birding trail with Jon.  

“It’s important to me that there be a large and compe-
tent new generation to take over after we’re gone. ...  
The more birders there are … the better chance we 

have of advocating positions in the political arena that     
actually might save birds.”  —Jon Dunn                 

(From an interview in  Birding, July/August 2008) 

November General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 18 
 

An Evening with Jon Dunn 
 

Stories and Insights from One of America’s 
Most Prominent Birders 

 

7 p.m. Social—7:30 p.m. Program 

mailto:thunefeld@gmail.com�
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Check Out This Month’s Digital Edition 
BVAS members who receive the Digi-
tal Edition of the Lagoon Flyer have 
several interesting features to read this 
month.  Judi Wilson gives her first-
hand account of joining CoastKeepers’ 
water quality monitoring team for 
Buena Vista Creek.  Andy Brumbaugh 

provides the details of the BVAS birding trip to the Ci-
bola National Wildlife Refuge coming up in January.  

Terry Hunefeld gives a 
report on October’s very 
exciting 2-day deep water 
pelagic birding trip 
(complete with photos).   

Finally,  we present a proposal to establish a Grizzly Bear 
National Monument in Southern California.  The idea is 
being promoted by Rick Halsey, founder of the Califor-

nia Chaparral Institute.  It is an 
effort to help promote apprecia-
tion for our native chaparral 
plant community, the former 
habitat of the bear that stands on 
the California state seal and flag.  

If you haven’t signed up for the Digital Edition yet, you 
can still read these stories by going to the BVAS website 
(www. bvaudubon.org) and following the “Newsletters” 
link to the November/December 2009 Lagoon Flyer.   

Saturday, November 7 

Bluebird Program At Nature Center 
The Southern California Western Bluebird 
Club will give a talk and slide presentation 
describing its western bluebird nesting, moni-
toring, and conservation program.  The pres-

entation will be held at the BVAS Nature Center on Satur-
day, November 7, at 10 a.m.  Western bluebirds are ex-
panding their numbers in San Diego County, partially due 
to the increase in the number of bluebird nest boxes.  Come 
and learn how you can help bluebirds and attract them to 
your own backyard. 

It was the summer of 2001 when BVAS first received word 
that the San Diego County Board of Supervisors had 
awarded a $20,000 grant for the installation of a boardwalk 
along the nature trail.  The project at that time was an am-
bitious $500,000 plan being spearheaded by then-BVAS 
President, Dennis Wysong.  But there was a problem.  The  
project could not move forward until the overriding lagoon 
restoration issue was resolved.  BVAS set the grant money 
aside in its endowment fund, waiting for a better time.  
Over the intervening years, BVAS was able to get exten-
sions from the County, allowing extra time to accomplish 
the grant project.  In 2005, BVAS developed a proposal to 
build a less extensive project that could be easily relocated 
when a future lagoon restoration project was finally under-
taken.  The new proposal was well-received by the review-
ing agencies, but formal permits were still needed.  The 
project was again stymied.  Finally, board member Danny 
DiMento, owner of Buena Vista Landscaping, and his pro-
ject manager, Wayne Brudi, took it on for BVAS.  Wayne 
met many times with city planning officials, filed all the 
paperwork, and the project finally got its official go-ahead 
earlier this year.  In October, a hard-working team of vol-

unteers from GENENTECH joined B.V. Landscaping and 
other volunteers and installed the new boardwalk bridge 
and viewing decks.  We still have some refinements and 
additional boardwalk to install, but we now have a loop 
trail and viewing decks to enjoy.  Congratulations and a 
big “THANK YOU” to all who worked so hard for so 
many years to see this project accomplished.        

Nature Center Trail Gets Long-Awaited Improvements 

Genentech Volunteers Made It Happen! 
Genentech employees did major work at the Nature Center 
during their volunteer work party in October.  While most 
of the volunteers were busy hauling  and assembling the 
new nature trail bridge and decks, other members of the 
team were pruning along the trail and potting up cuttings to 
be used for native plant land-
scaping projects in the com-
munity.  Many thanks to 
Genentech and their awesome 
volunteers who willingly 
tackled the heavy loads, 
bruised knuckles, and wet 
socks to make it all happen! 



Birding in November/December—Everyone’s Welcome! 
Sat.—Nov. 7, and Dec. 5—8 a.m.—Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count.  Whelan Lake is a reserve with a freshwater lake and 
riparian edge habitat.  Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, left at Douglas and continue to light at North River Rd., left on North River 
Rd.  Meet at the cul-de-sac at the end of the road by the entrance gate.  Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824.                               
Sun.—Nov. 15—1:30 p.m.— Cabrillo National Monument Tide Pools.  An extreme low tide will pro-
vide an excellent opportunity to explore one of the best tide pool areas in San Diego. Starfish, sea slugs, 
octopi and other sea critters, along with birds of the rocky shore and ocean, should make this a pleasant 
and exciting afternoon.  The tide pools are in the National Monument and there is an admission fee of $5 
per vehicle.  Rangers and Park volunteers are expected to be on hand to help identify the tide pool animal 
life.  We’ll meet at the first parking lot at the tide pools.  (Ask for directions at the Cabrillo Monument 
entrance kiosk if you’re unsure.)  Car poolers can meet at the I-5/La Costa Ave. Park and Ride at 12:15 
p.m.  For Park information, visit:  www.nps.gov/cabr/.  Leader:  Steve Brad, 760-633-1639. 
Sat.—Nov. 28 and Dec. 26—8 a.m.—Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count.  Freshwater wetland.  Directions:  I-5 to I-78 East, take 
Jefferson St. exit, turn right and make another right turn onto Lagoon View Dr.  Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.    
Sat.—Nov. 28 and Dec. 26—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Basic Birding Class at the Buena Vista Lagoon Landing.  Novice birders are 
invited to join our monthly class for some informal, no-pressure birding.  Your leader will share some friendly tips and help you 
practice your bird identification skills.  Directions:  I-5 to I-78 East, take Jefferson St. exit, turn right and go to stoplight, turn right 
and park in Landing parking lot on the right-hand side of road.  (See notice below for more information on the Dec. 26 class.)   
Leader:  Tom Troy, 760-967-6915.   
Sat.—Dec. 12—8-11 a.m.—Guajome Regional Park with Claude Edwards.   Guajome Regional Park features some of the best 
birding opportunities in northwest San Diego County. We’ll focus on the campground and associated pond and riparian vegetation, 
looking for woodpeckers, flycatchers, warblers, sparrows, and water birds. We’ll also pay a short visit to nearby Anstine-Audubon 
Nature Preserve.  Directions:  From State Route 76, take Guajome Lake Dr. past the main entrance to the upper gate (opposite resi-
dential homes). A public restroom is available.  Leaders:  Claude Edwards, 619-282-8687, and Steve Brad, 760-633-1639. 
Sun.—Dec. 13—8 a.m.—La Jolla Cove with Stan Walens.  Join well-known San Diego pelagic birder Stan Walens for a look out 
into the sea from beautiful La Jolla Cove.  We’ll be checking out the sea birds and rocky shore birds in one of the most scenic 
coastal settings in Southern California.  Bring your scope if you have one.  Directions:  I-5 south to La Jolla Village Dr.  Right at La 
Jolla Village Dr.  Left at Torrey Pines Rd.  Right at Prospect Pl.  Right at Coast Blvd.  We’ll meet on the sidewalk on the ocean side 
of the La Jolla Bridge Club, 1160 Coast Blvd., La Jolla.  Leaders:  Stan Walens and Steve Brad, 760-633-1639. 

   Sat.—Dec. 26—OCEANSIDE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT  (See page 1.) 
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Visit www.socalbirding.com for full pelagic birding information.  Bird Trip Info Line:  760-688-0660 

Four Spots Still Left! 
Jan 9-10, 2010—2-Day Birding Trip to Cibola NWR 
and Blythe.  Participants will meet on January 9 at 8 
a.m. at the Cibola National Wildlife Refuge Headquar-
ters for a day of birding led by the Refuge Manager. The 
number of sandhill cranes has been increasing the past 
few years, with 1,500 expected this winter. We’ll be 
visiting excellent habitat along the Colorado River, suit-
able for many bird species. Sunday we will bird various locations in Blythe.  Trip lim-
ited to 12 participants.  Trip fee of $50 does not include transportation, lodging, or 
meals.  Contact Andy Brumbaugh at andybbirder@yahoo.com or 760-434-3334 for fur-
ther information and/or reservations. See the October or November/December digital 
editions of the Lagoon Flyer (online at bvaudubon.org) for a more complete description.   

 

Sat—Dec. 26—8:30-10:30 a.m.—Christmas Bird Count with the Basic Birding Class.                                    
Novice birders and family groups are invited to participate in the 2009 Audubon Christmas Bird Count by joining this special 
Basic Birding Class.  Tom Troy and other guides will help everyone identify and count the birds at Buena Vista Lagoon and 
then prepare the tally list for inclusion in the official Christmas Bird Count totals later at the Nature Center.  After the morning 
of birding, participants are invited to join the rest of the birders at the Nature Center for our chili luncheon and the announce-
ment of the 2009 count results.  Loaner binoculars and bird guides will be available.  We’ll meet at the Buena Vista Lagoon 
Landing.  See the Nov. 28 class description above for directions.  Leader:  Tom Troy, 760-967-6915.   

                    —G. Tepke 

  Snow Geese         —D. Aguilard 

Sandhill Cranes   —Todd Telander 

http://us.mc539.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=andybbirder@yahoo.com�
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Preschool Nature Storytime 
Monday, November 23—We’ll be meeting 
on the 4th Monday, November 23, at 10 a.m.  
We'll have a "gobbling" good time learning 
about turkeys!  Come and hear why Tommy 
Turkey is so upset about his dull brown feath-
ers. We’ll construct our own turkeys during our craft ses-
sion, just in time for Thanksgiving. 
Monday, December 28—Our final Storytime meeting this 

year will be on Monday, December 28, at 10 
a.m.. We’ll get ready to welcome the New Year 
with a story and craft about our cold-weather 
bird friends who are slow on the snow, but fast 
in the water.  Come learn about penguins, some 

of nature’s most amazing creatures!  
If you have any questions about Storytime, please contact 
Mary Ellen at 760-918-6622.   

Buena Vista Audubon 
 Nature Center  
                          

Tue.-Sat.  10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 Sun.   1 p.m.-4 p.m. 

Closed Mon. 
 

  760-439-2473 
 
 

2202 South Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA   
(East side of street on north shore of lagoon)  

 
 
 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 480  

Oceanside, CA  92049-0480 
 

 

Website:  www.bvaudubon.org 
E-mail: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 
Field Trip Hotline:  760-688-0660 

President Dennis Huckabay* 760-757-6437 
Vice-President       Dave Billings*                          760-753-7925 
Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925 
Treasurer               Sandy McMullen*  760-944-5690 

—————————————-————  
Audubon Adventures    Ruth Gransbery                         760-729-2240             
 Center Manager            Annette Schneider                     760-945-8891      
Christmas Bird Count   Terry Hunefeld*                        760-908-3453                        
Conservation Co-Chair  Danny DiMento*                      858-688-6891             
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*                      760-942-5167        
Circulation            Mary Jane Roberts*                  760-231-8148      
Education Co-Chair    Ellen Kindsvater                       760-433-8097  
Education Co-Chair      Nancy Miller                        760-704-6479 
Facilities/Exhibits Doug Schanzenbach* 760-390-8494 
Field Trips             Andy Brumbaugh*                760-434-3334 
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 760-633-1639 
Gift Shop               Rosalyn Dong*                         760-806-1430 

   Library                          Norma Handy                           760-634-2120      
   Membership                  Harvey Hart              760-945-9601 

Native Plant Club          Joan Bockman*                         760-433-9401 
Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman* 760-433-9401 
Newsletter             Andy Mauro*                  760-753-1266 

                                                                       E-mail:  akamauro@cox.net 
Pelagic Birding  Terry Hunefeld*  760-908-3453 

   Programs                  Dennis Huckabay*                    760-757-6437          
   Publicity                       Judi Wilson*                              760-439-3649                      

 Ruddy Duck Club          —OPEN POSITION—                                                       
   Volunteers                    Mary Ellen Marquand*          760-918-6622    
   Webmaster                   Larry Spann:   E-mail:  larry@spannweb.net                                                 

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD* AND CHAIRS 

November 14, 1-4 p.m. 

Art Walk at the Nature Center 
“Connecting Art and Nature” will be the 
theme of a special November art exhibit 
and reception at the BVAS Nature Cen-
ter.  The event will be on Saturday, No-
vember 14, from 1 to 4 p.m.  Local North 
County artists will have their nature-
themed art of all types and styles on display throughout 
the Nature Center and grounds.  The event will also mark 
the official unveiling of the new footbridge and observa-
tion decks now installed along the nature trail.  There is 
no charge to the public and light refreshments will be 
served.  Comfortable footwear is advised.  For additional 
information please call Beverly Stuber, 760-732-0399. 

December 5, 8 a.m.-noon 

BVAS Nature Art and Garden Sale 
Our second annual Nature Art and Garden Sale will be 
held on Saturday, December 5, from 8 a.m. to noon.  We 
had so much fun last year we’ve de-
cided to do it again!  We’re collect-
ing all sorts of interesting art, nature 
finds, tools, garden accessories, and 
assorted eclectic items.  We’re sure 
we’ll have something just right for 
you, and everything will be priced to 
please.  (We had some wonderful 
treasures last year!)  If you have items to donate to the 
sale, please drop them off at the Nature Center.  All pro-
ceeds will help fund our many programs.        

Project FeederWatch—Project FeederWatch gets un-
derway November 14 and runs through early April.  Par-
ticipants count the numbers and kinds of birds at their feed-
ers each week and send their information to the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology.   Learn more and sign up at: 
www.feederwatch.org,  or call the Lab at:  866-982-2773.   

http://www.feederwatch.org/�
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 
As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  100% of my contribution will go to support the BVAS Nature Center and its edu-
cational programs.  Minimum donation required:  $25. 
I would like to donate $ 25 ___  $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___   

 

Name____________________________ 
Address__________________________ 
City, State, Zip ___________________                                           
Phone___________________________ 

E-mail___________________________  
Send me my newsletter by e-mail.                   

Please Bill My Credit Card: 
 
Card #______________CRN___ 
 
Make Checks Payable to: 
 

Buena Vista Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 480 
Oceanside, CA  92049 

Friends Membership:  New ____ Renewal ____    

 

Create Your Special Legacy 
Join many of our founding members and 
make BVAS a part of your estate plan.  Your 
legacy gift goes directly to the Endowment 
Fund, providing lasting support for our Na-
ture Center.  Please call Dennis Huckabay at  
760-757-6437 for more information. 

 
 

Sunday, November 15—Spring is here!  
Sometimes we have to remind ourselves that the spring 
growing season is not a uniform spot on the calendar 
across the United States.  Around here, the primary grow-
ing season for native plants is just around the corner.  It’s 
time to plant!  Flowers planted now will be spectacular in 
April.  Don't wait until “spring has sprung”.  Come to our 
November meeting for a little inspiration. 
Sunday, December 20—Let's make some plants! 
We’re all looking to stretch our gardening dollars.  Many 

native plants can be started from cuttings.  
Come help out and take home some potted 
starters for your own garden.   

Holiday Shopping at the Nature Center 
When you begin doing your holiday gift 
shopping don’t forget to check the 
BVAS gift shop at the Nature Center. 
You’ll find a variety of items perfect for 
all ages and at affordable prices. Some 
of our more popular items include chil-
dren’s books, glow-in-the-dark spider t-shirts for kids, 
Audubon song birds (pictured), and birding books and 
guides. There are many styles and colors of adult t-shirts, 
including several that carry our BVAS logo. Most items 
are well under $20.  Sales tax is waived for all BVAS 
Friends members. More important, your purchase helps 
support our Nature Center! 

Volunteers Recognized at Luncheon 

The annual BVAS Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
honors the dedicated friends who volunteer their time, 
talent, and hard work to support the operation of the Na-
ture Center and the many BVAS programs..  A lot of fa-
miliar faces, as well as some welcome newcomers, gath-
ered at the Nature Center in October for this year’s event, 
and all received well-deserved praise and thanks from 
BVAS President, Dennis Huckabay.  A number of lucky 
guests received one of  the house plants annually given 
away by Center Manager, Annette Schneider, as a token 
of her appreciation for everyone’s efforts.  Thank You! 

Interns Lend a Hand at BVAS 
Last month we welcomed Noelle Patterson, an intern 
helping out one Sunday a month. This month, we wel-
come Lori Morena from Rancho Buena Vista High 
School to our program.  Lori is working on Saturdays at 
the Nature Center. Some of you may remember her at our 
Volunteer Luncheon. We are very grateful for the help 
these young women lend to our volunteer program. 

Buena  Vista Native  Plant Club               
November 15 and December 20                                  

2 p.m.—Nature Center 

BVAS Volunteers—The Frosting on our Cake! 

Attention Albertsons Shoppers! 
Have you signed up to have a percentage 
of your food purchase dollars automati-
cally donated to BVAS?  It doesn’t cost 
you a penny, but it helps support the Nature Center.  Sim-
ply log in at www.albertson.com/cp, type in your Albert-
sons Preferred Card number, and enter the special             
BVAS donation ID # 4900 1021 728.  That’s it! 

 



Quick Calendar for Nov./Dec. 
Mon. Nov. 2—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m. 
Fri. Nov. 6 and Dec. 4—Board Meeting—9 a.m. 
Sat. Nov. 7—Whelan Lake Walk—8 a.m. 
Sat. Nov. 7—Bluebird Program, Nature Center—10 a.m. 
Sat. Nov. 14—Art Walk at the Nature Center—1-4 p.m. 
Sun. Nov. 15—Point Loma Tide Pools Walk—1:30 p.m. 
Sun. Nov. 15—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m. 
Wed. Nov. 18—General Meeting w/ Jon Dunn—7 p.m. 
Mon. Nov. 23—Nature Storytime—10 a.m. 
Sat. Nov. 28—B.V. Lagoon Count—8 a.m. 
Sat. Nov. 28—Basic Birding at B.V. Landing—8:30 a.m. 
Sat. Dec. 5—Whelan Lake Bird Walk—8 a.m. 
Sat. Dec. 5—BVAS Nature Art & Garden Sale—8 a.m.-Noon 
Mon. Dec. 7—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m. 
Sat. Dec. 12—Guajome Park Bird Walk—8 a.m. 
Sun. Dec. 13—La Jolla Cove Bird Watch—8 a.m. 
Sun. Dec. 20—Native Plant Club Meeting—2 p.m. 
Sat. Dec. 26—B.V. Lagoon Count—8 a.m. 
Sat. Dec. 26—Basic Birding at B.V. Landing—8:30 a.m. 
Sat. Dec. 26—Oceanside Christmas Bird Count 
Mon. Dec. 28—Nature Storytime—10 a.m. 
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October Visitor at the Nature Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A juvenile black-crowned night heron showed up at the 
Nature Center on October 2, just in time for the monthly 
meeting of the BVAS Board of Directors.  The young 
visitor hung out all morning, and seemed happy to pose 
for this photo taken by board member Steve Brad. 

An Evening With Jon Dunn 
Stories and Insights from One of America’s Most 

Prominent Birders 

Wednesday, November 18 
7 p.m. 

Oceanside Christmas Bird Count 
(and Chili Lunch!) 

 

Saturday, 
 December 26 



Ever since moving to North County five years ago, I‘ve 
been concerned about water quality.  Living so close to our 
creeks, lagoons, and ocean, it’s been easy to notice the trash 

and pollution in our waterways.  It isn’t 
pretty, of course, and I know it must be 
taking a toll on the fish and wildlife.  
Every day there’s another story related 
to the availability and quality of water 
in our community—our dependence on 
imported water, the debate over a new 
desalination plant, possibilities and 
problems with water reclamation, the 

latest sewage spill, the impacts of drought and the realities 
of water rationing.  I guess that’s why I got pretty excited 
early in September when I heard about the opportunity to 
become a volunteer with the San Diego Coastkeepers’ Wa-
tershed Monitoring Program. 
At my training session, Coastkeepers Justin 
Hohn and Preston Lam demonstrated the equip-
ment we’d be using and explained the data forms 
that are filled out at each of three sites along 
Buena Vista Creek.  Kasey Cinciarelli, who has 
been doing the testing on Buena Vista Creek and 
Lagoon alone for some time now, was happy to 
find some willing help.  Also volunteering for the 
BVC team was Elana Colby, a chemist who 
owned and operated a local testing lab until retir-

ing two years ago.   
While some of the creeks in North 
County are tested monthly, Kasey 
told me BVC is only tested semi-
monthly. Then she said, “So, you’ll 
join us on Saturday?”  Well, no 
time like the present to get some 
hands-on experience! 
We met at the Jefferson Street 
bridge on September 12 at 8 a.m.  
The monitoring equipment consists 

of a bucket and rope, plastic sampling bags and gloves, a 
measuring rod, and a battery-operated machine with sub-
mersible sensors that measure the data listed below.  We 
obtained three samples from under the bridge, where the 
water was a bit cloudy (big surprise), and placed the sam-
ples on ice to preserve them.  Then we moved east to the 
old Sherman Property, now known as the Buena Vista 
Creek Ecological Reserve.  Finding access to moving water 
was much easier at this location, and the water was much 
clearer.  It was great to see all the thriving native plants and 

willows taking over the former agricultural land along the 
creek. Our final testing site was further east, just off Col-
lege Avenue and down a short but difficult slope.  Carrying 
the equipment was a bit tricky, but the water was quite 
clear.   
All in all, it 
was interest-
ing and fun, 
with good 
company.  
The whole 
process took 
about three 
hours, and 
then Kasey 
had to speed 
the water sam-
ples down to 
the lab before 
the ice melted 
in the cooler. 
What we measured 
We measured such things as air and water temperature, dis-
solved oxygen, pH levels, conductivity (electrical charge 

between non-organic solids in the water), water 
flow, water depth, and stream bed width.  Over time, 
our data will help assess the overall health of the 
creek and give warning of changing conditions that 
might negatively affect the well being of plant and 
animal life, a universe which includes those of us 
who live nearby.       
All of our samples will undergo analysis at the 
Coastkeeper laboratory and offices in Point 
Loma.  The samples will be tested for nitrates, phos-

phates, heavy metals, and bacteria.  The analysis process in 
the all-volunteer laboratory provides professional develop-
ment opportunities for concerned citizens, interns, students 
and environmental professionals.  After rigorous quality 
control, data is sent to collaborating agencies including the 
County of San Diego and San Diego Regional Water Qual-
ity Control Board.  The Coastkeeper water quality testing 
program provides a snapshot of water quality throughout 
San Diego County, and supplements existing local and state 
data sources. 
Results from my recent testing won’t be available for 
awhile, but it’s a good feeling knowing that someday our 
efforts may lead to cleaner water flowing down Buena Vista 
Creek and into our Lagoon and Ocean.    

Looking After Our Urban Waterways 

Testing the Water Quality of 
Buena Vista Creek  

By Judi Wilson 

Standing water at a storm culvert feeding into 
Buena Vista Creek traps trash and serves as an 
incubator for harmful bacteria and mosquitoes.                        
                   —Photo by K. Cinciarelli 

BVAS has received a grant from the City of Carlsbad to 
create a comprehensive Buena Vista Creek Watershed 
Management Plan.  Among other objectives, the plan 
would help develop a coordinated effort to identify and 
address water quality issues in the watershed. 

The natural 
springs that con-

tinue to feed  
Buena Vista 

Creek provided 
the fresh water 
that drew early 

inhabitants to the 
valley.   

Buena Vista Audubon Society Lagoon Flyer  —Special Supplement—Nov./Dec., 2009 



BVAS Birding Trip 
Cibola National Wildlife Refuge/Blythe 

 
January 8-10, 2010 

 
 
Cibola NWR is on the Arizona side of the Colorado River but can only 
be accessed from the California side of the River. The refuge consists 
of channels, backwaters, lakes, and ponds along a 12 mile stretch of the 
Colorado.  The Colorado River is a migratory flyway and hence a large 
variety of water fowl are found on the refuge including sandhill cranes. 
It is anticipated that 1,500 cranes can be expected this winter. The 
Yuma clapper rail and the California black rail are on the refuge's spe-
cies list. 
 
Blythe California is perhaps not on a list of birding hot spots but its 
location on the Colorado River can make for interesting birding.  In the 
ABA 's A Birder's Guide to Southern  California, revised in 2007, a 
chapter has been added on birding Blythe. Because Blythe is the clos-
est place to find lodging when birding Cibola NWR time will be spent 
birding selected spots in Blythe. 
 
Sandhill Cranes  —Todd Telander 
 

 
Trip Itinerary 
 
The trip will begin at the Cibola NWR head-
quarters at 8 a.m. on Saturday Jan. 9.  It is sug-
gested that participants drive to Blythe on Fri-
day—it is about 220 miles from San Diego to 
Blythe.  The refuge manager will guide us as 
we bird the refuge. Bring a lunch as there will 
be no restaurants.  Our schedule will be flexi-
ble but it is anticipated we will spend most of 
the day at Cibola. 
 
On Sunday we will meet at the Super 8 Motel 
at 7 a.m. and spend the morning birding Blythe.  We’ll plan on having lunch in Blythe before heading home. 
 
Motel rooms have been reserved at the Super 8 Motel.  Camping is also an option at McIntyre-Destiny Camp-
ground. 
 
Participants are responsible for their own transportation to and from Blythe, lodgings and meals. 
 
The trip is limited to 12 participants. 
 
To register for the trip call or Email (preferred) Andy Brumbaugh at 760-434-3334 or andybbirder@yahoo.com.  
A $50 check is required to secure your spot on the trip.  Your $50 fee can be considered a tax-deductible donation 
to BVAS. 
 
Andy Brumbaugh 



Buena Vista Audubon Society  
TROPICBIRD DEEP WATER WEEKEND  

Saturday & Sunday Oct 10 & 11, 2009 
Trip Report 

 
By Terry Hunefeld 

 
 

 
Red-billed Tropicbirds (c) Dave Pereksta 
 
 
Grande departed for the Continental Shelf edge on Saturday October 10, 2009 at 7:00 a.m. sharp from 
Point Loma via San Diego bay, past Ballast Point (and a Black Oystercatcher) into 63 degree waters of 
the Pacific Ocean.  Five miles offshore we were watching Black-vented Shearwaters when the call, 
“Booby!” went out as an immature Brown Booby flew up to and through the gull flock fighting over our 
popcorn chum.  

Within another mile we were “into” the storm-petrels and pink-foots. On top of the Nine Mile Bank we 
encountered the mother lode, a flock estimated by leaders at 8,000 to 12,000 storm-petrels, of which 
15% were Least (that’s more than a thousand Least Storm-Petrels on the Nine Mile!) and 85% were 
Blacks.  At the Nine Mile we also had good looks at a Humpback Whale, a Northern Fulmar, a Sabine’s 
Gull, a Western Meadowlark and our first “Mike Tyson of the Sky” Pom Jaeger of the day.  

Moving off the Nine Mile (after gazing awe-struck at the storm-petrels) we headed west across deeper 
water to encounter our first Leach’s (chapmani) and Red Phalarope.  Common Terns were common, 
seen here and there in flocks of 4, 6 8 or more.  Eighteen miles off shore of Point Loma, still in San 
Diego waters, the call, “Booby!” went out again, making Saturday a two Brown Booby day in San  Diego 
waters, a feat seldom duplicated.   

As expected, things slowed down as we crossed up onto the Thirty Mile Bank.  We wanted to wake up 
Sunday at dawn way off the edge of the Continental Shelf in 2+ mile deep water, so we had to “beat 
feet” across the Thirty Mile towards the San Clemente Basin where we pulled a curious Peregrine 
Falcon off San Clemente island to check out our gull flocks and encountered our first Red-billed 
Tropicbird of the trip, flying straight away, high in the sky.   

Sunday morning we awoke in deep, deep waters 130 miles west of Point Loma to find a Burrowing Owl, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Grasshopper Sparrow had adopted Grande as a temporary resting spot.  The 
Burrowing Owl stayed with us until sunset, flying off toward the light on the Bishop Rock buoy at dusk.  
The kinglet hung around for part of the day, and the Grasshopper Sparrow was caged in a milk crate and 
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fed moths and bread until we reached North Island Monday morning, then released in seeming good 
health.  

Out over and near the edge of the shelf we found a few Least Storm-Petrels and several Leach’s Storm-
Petrels of the northern nominate race, more than a dozen Pomarine Jaegers, more than a dozen 
murrelets (all the ones we could identify were hypoleucus Xantus’s, a Mexico breeder and potential 
taxonomic split from the scrippsi race) and 4 more tropicbirds - two distant (seen by few) and a pair side-
by-side on the water very close to the boat that flew as we approached even closer, giving us a second 
opportunity to creep up close and photograph them again.  We were 55 n miles ssw of San Nicholas 
Island and 87 n miles wsw of San Clemente Island.  

We watched enormous schools of bait fish leaping from the water as if in long transparent “tubes”,  lots 
of California Flying Fish, a half dozen beaked whales (probably Cuvier’s Beaked Whales) Blue Sharks, 
Blue Whales, Mako Sharks, a very lost Violet-green Swallow and several exceptionally far-out Brown 
Pelicans.  As all on board were studying a close Xantus’s Murrelet, a Fin Whale surfaced unexpectedly 
not 50 feet off the bow with an enormous exhale, delighting some and startling others. We had great 
looks at other close Fin Whales as well.  

We spent the morning enjoying the sights of the deep water on a day with impossibly calm seas and 
very little wind (Beaufort zero for long stretches) then made our way “up” the shelf edge from 2-mile-
deep water to water about a half mile in depth.  We reached the life-zone of the Cortez  Bank just before 
sunset to find lots of activity: a South Polar Skua, Common Terns, Arctic Tern, Sabine’s Gull, more 
Pomarine and two further-than-normal offshore Parasitic Jaegers, another Northern Fulmar and Sooty 
and Pink-footed Shearwaters.  

The weather, as it often is this time of year, was perfect.  The Grande crew was delightful.  We entered 
San Diego harbor as the sun was rising at 6:00 a.m.  Everyone had a great time on our five tropicbird, 
two booby, 10,000 storm-petrel voyage. 
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*Preserve California’s Natural and Historic Heritage* 
 

Support the 
establishment of 

 
 

The Grizzly Bear 
National Monument 

to help protect what is left of California's 
fragile chaparral ecosystem 

 
 
Although it once characterized the wilds of California, the California grizzly bear is now 
extinct. In Southern California, the last grizzly was tracked and killed in Trabuco Canyon 
less than 20 miles northeast of San Juan Capistrano in early 1908. For every child who 
learns that Southern California was as once as wild as Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Alaska, 
we propose establishing the Grizzly Bear National Monument as part of the National Park 
System in what is now the Trabuco Ranger District of the Cleveland National Forest. This 
gesture harkens back to a time when condors soared over wildlands populated by pronghorn 
antelope and wolves; grizzlies navigated the old-growth chaparral to find perennial streams 
filled with wild trout; and jaguars roamed the deep canyons of the region's diverse 
landscape. It's time we secure that heritage and preserve the jewel of Southern California's 
coastal mountain range. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Grizzly Bear 
National Monument will: 

 
• Allow the public to finally   
  have a chance to understand  
  and celebrate the  significance    
  of the chaparral ecosystem  
  and the role the California  
  grizzly bear played in the  
  state’s colorful history. 
 
• Shift management away from  
  favoring resource extraction  
  and development to outdoor  
  recreation, education, and  
  habitat conservation. 
 

The chaparral of Trabuco Canyon where the last California 
grizzly bear in Southern California was killed in 1908. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For additional information, please contact the Grizzly Bear National Monument Coalition 

Website: www.santaanamountains.org/vision.html 
Email: gbnm@californiachaparral.org     Phone: 760-822-0029 

 
The Grizzly Bear National Monument is part of a larger plan to protect what's left of California's fragile 
chaparral ecosystem. For complete details, please read The Chaparral Preservation Plan available here: 

www.californiachaparral.org/chappreservationplan.html 
 

 

• Boost eco-tourism opportunities for Orange, Riverside, and San Diego Counties. 
• Act as a source of pride for local residents. 
• Preserve the rural equestrian lifestyle and opportunities for hiking and biking through  
  acknowledgement, accommodation, and access. 
• Protect historic treasures such as Silverado Canyon, Glen Ivy, and Native American cultural sites.  
• Increase outdoor recreation opportunities and protect valuable natural resources. 
• Secure a vast sanctuary for communities to educate our children and all future generations. 
• Establish the importance of California's unique chaparral ecosystem and its ties to the grizzly bear. 

http://www.santaanamountains.org/vision.html�
http://www.californiachaparral.org/chappreservationplan.html�
http://www.californiachaparral.org/chappreservationplan.html�
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