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Black-footed Albatross
—Matthew Binns

Focusing on—

Pelagic Birds
off San Diego
with Matthew Binns

Wednesday, February 17
6:30 p.m. Social—7:00 p.m. Program
Pelagic birding continues to grow in popularity as
more and more people discover the rewards of exploring the birdlife found in the specialized habitat of
our oceans waters. A parallel current in recent years
has been the explosion of interest in bird photography. One of the challenges of pelagic birding is
that the birds are rarely sitting still. Plumages of various species can seem indistinct, and glimpses can be
fleeting. Oftentimes, scrutinizing a quickly-snapped
photo can be the key to proper identification. Our

February program will explore how these two recent
trends in birding have come together in a perfect
partnership in the bird-rich waters off San Diego.
Matthew Binns is a molecular geneticist who has had
an interest in birds since childhood. Growing up
close to the North Sea in England, and with a father who had a passion for boating, he found himself
attracted to seabirds. His work has given him the
opportunity to bird in many exotic locations, including pelagic birding trips off four different continents.
Over the years he also developed an interest in bird
photography, so much so that he now describes himself more as a bird
photographer than a
birder. He'll share his
passion for pelagic
birding and some of
his experiences, as
well as some of the
images he’s been
able to capture while
out at sea.
Pomarine Jaeger
Please join us!
—Matthew Binns
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Oceanside Christmas Bird Count Nets 196 Species
Many thanks to the 129 observers and 11 Buena Vista Audubon Society Nature Center volunteers who participated in the 2015 Oceanside CBC on December 27. Pending final review, the
tally stands at 196 species. That would be the second-highest species total for the Oceanside
count, surpassed only by a couple of 200-species counts recorded about 20 years ago.
There were plenty of highlights. As our Nature Center manager Annette arrived early on count
day to begin preparing her famous chili, she was greeted by a noisy flock of red-headed parrots
flying overhead. A greater white-fronted goose was spotted at Lake San Marcos. The team surveying the jetty and near-shore ocean waters off Oceanside Harbor added a brown booby and a
black oystercatcher to the list. An owl trifecta was heard in the pre-dawn darkness at Dawson
Creek Preserve in Vista, including a western screech owl. A lonely cactus wren was heard on
Camp Pendleton, as this species struggles to hang on at the Base. A real surprise was the blueheaded vireo recorded in Bonsall. There had been only two earlier winter records of this speBlue-headed Vireo —M. Stratton cies in the county, and almost all the blue-headed vireos in the county at any season had been
near the coast (Unitt, 2004.) A golden-crowned kinglet was heard in Gopher Canyon. An oriole grand slam at the Seascape Apartments in Carlsbad included a hooded, orchard, Baltimore, and multiple Bullock's orioles. The best family group, as far as unusual sightings were concerned, was the warblers. Two Tennessee warblers were found north of Batiquitos Lagoon. A magnolia
warbler in Vista was another gift, with only two previously known wintering records of this species in the county. Other notable
warblers seen on the count included a palm warbler in Carlsbad, a black-and-white at El Camino Country Club, a Wilson's at Lake
San Marcos, and three black-throated grays seen at different locations within the circle. Great job everyone!
—Andy Mauro

Carlsbad’s Prop A

THE NEW BVAS WETLANDS RESERVE!

Should Caruso Affiliated be allowed
to build a mall overlooking the Agua
Hedionda Lagoon in Carlsbad? The
months-long debate will soon be
settled by those Carlsbad residents
who choose to cast their ballots at
the special election on February 23.

The Buena Vista Audubon Wetlands Reserve is now a reality. The first piece of
land ever to be owned by BVAS is a 3.55-acre parcel of wetlands on the shore of
the Buena Vista Lagoon, just across the street from the Nature Center. The deed
of trust recording this historic event was filed at the county recorder’s office shortly after the new year. The early founders of the chapter, Dave Rorrick, Cora Wilson, and a handful of friends, led early morning bird walks on this property almost
70 years ago, dreaming of someday having a Nature Center nearby. They probably
never envisioned actually owning this land. It has been a long time coming.

Citizens for North County, a group
representing a coalition of environmental and civic organizations including BVAS, is urging a “NO” vote
on Prop A. The billionaire L.A. developer has now spent $7 million to
secure project approvals and avoid a
public environmental review. The
Sierra Club reports that independent
studies document potential problems with traffic, air pollution, toxic
runoff into the lagoon, and the release of tons of greenhouse gases
each year. Should this developer be
allowed to write his own rules that
impact our health and pollute our air
and coastal waters?

Vote NO on A!

Many BVAS members recall the proposal to build a condo hotel and restaurant on
this site back in 2007. The project had been approved by the city, but BVAS and
others united in a campaign to prevent development on what they felt was critical
buffer habitat for the lagoon. Many urged BVAS to buy the land back then, but the
owner had placed a prohibitively high value on the property in anticipation of development.
Flash forward to 2014, when BVAS approached a new owner to see if he would
consider selling the property for conservation. A purchase option was agreed to at
a reasonable price, and the fundraising began. The total of $1.55 million was eventually raised over an 18-month period. Major funds came from Preserve Calavera,
North County Advocates, the Wimberly Fund at Audubon California, and the California Wildlife Conservation Board. It was made possible by $80,000 in donations
from over 200 members of the community, including $15,000 contributed by David
Rorrick ’s family in a fitting tribute to his memory. In the end, it was that strong
show of community support that proved essential in convincing the resource agencies, city and state officials, and other funders to support the acquisition.
This is our legacy to the community and to future generations. We did it!

BIRDING WITH BVAS
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WHELAN LAKE BIRD SANCTUARY WALK

SAN DIEGUITO RIVER PARK BIRD WALK

Saturday, February 6—8 a.m.

Saturday, February 20—8:30 a.m.—San Andres Drive

Join BVAS for our regular monthly walk and bird survey. The
freshwater lake, adjacent riparian forest, and grassy upland hills
provide an exciting array of bird species throughout the year,
making this a favorite place to go birding.
Directions: From I-5, take Hwy. 76 East; turn left at Douglas Dr.;
continue to the light at North River Rd.; go left on North River
Rd. Pass through entrance gate and follow signs to the lake.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

We’ll be looking for the many waterfowl and shorebirds that
come to spend the winter at North County’s coastal wetlands.
Directions: San Andres Drive—From I-5, take Via de la Valle
east; go right on San Andres Drive to end of road.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824.

RAMONA BIRD WALK
Sunday, February 14—8 a.m.
The hills and grasslands around Ramona are a
favorite hunting grounds for a number of
wintering raptor species, including golden
eagles, ferruginous hawks, and prairie
falcons. We’ll also be looking for a recentlyreported yellow-bellied sapsucker at Collier
Park, cackling geese, a nesting bald eagle,
mountain bluebirds, and other fun species.
Directions: Collier Park; 626 E. Street; Ramona. Take
Hwy. 78 east to Ramona; turn left to continue on Hwy. 78;
left on Olive St.; right on 7th St. Park at 7th and E St.
NOTE: Pay attention to Hwy. 78 signs as you drive through
Ramona. There are some changes in the name of the street but
it`s still Hwy. 78 and has the Hwy. 78 signs.
Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639; stevanbrad@gmail.com.

SECOND THURSDAY SURPRISE WALK
Thursday, February 11—8 a.m.
Join our weekday surprise-location bird walk on the second
Thursday of each month. Where we go is based on recent reports and Steve’s personal surveying. If you’d like to get on the
Second Thursday Walk notification list, please send an email
with your name, phone number and email address to:
stevanbrad@gmail.com.
Leader: Steve Brad, 760-633-1639.

BASIC BIRDING WORKSHOP AND
BUENA VISTA LAGOON BIRD COUNT
Saturday, February 27—9 a.m. (Note new start time.)
Join the BVAS birders for our basic birding workshop and bird
count at Buena Vista Lagoon. No experience necessary. We
meet at the Nature Center at 9 a.m. and then caravan around
the lagoon to a series of selected stops for some friendly, informal, no-pressure birding.
Directions: Meet at the Nature Center parking lot.
Leaders: Joan Fountain; Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.

PELAGIC BIRDING WITH BVAS
Pelagic Birding Information and Trip Registration
BVAS offers a series of pelagic birding trips out of San Diego every year. The trips are scheduled throughout the year to take
advantage of the seasonal movements of ocean birds off San
Diego’s coastline. Trips generally range from 6-12 hours, primarily depending on how far off shore the target birds generally
congregate at various times during the year.

The 2016 Pelagic Birding Schedule is now posted online.
Visit the BVAS pelagic website at www.sandiegopelagics.com for
details about all pelagic birding activities, including trip schedules, charter boats and landing locations, prices, targeted birds,
prior trip lists, and photos. The first BVAS pelagic trip of the
year will be a 12-hour excursion on April 30. Another late spring
trip will follow on May 21. Please check the website for info on
trip fees and sign-up details. Birders are encouraged to sign up
early for the pelagic trips to ensure their spots on the boat and
to take advantage of often significant early bird discount prices.

FEBRUARY BIRDING IN SAN DIEGO
It’s winter in San Diego. As the month begins, all birds present
are either year-round residents or migrant species that have
been in town for several months now. Some of our early
breeding species, like owls, hawks, egrets, and herons, will
begin exhibiting courtship and nesting behavior. Male thrashers will start singing as they stake
out breeding territory. As February progresses, some longdistance migrants begin to
appear. Look for a few earlyarriving swallows to be flying over
our lagoons and swooping down
to take insects on the wing.

2016 SAN DIEGO BIRD FESTIVAL
“SEA, SAGE, & SAND”
March 3-6, 2016
Marina Village Park—San Diego, CA
Field Trips / Workshops / Optics Displays / Pelagic Birding / Family Events / Special Guest Speakers / Banquet

Register online at: www.sandiegoaudubon.org.

MEMBERSHIP/VOLUNTEERS
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BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS

We all could use a helping hand.

Volunteer Today — Make a Difference!
Ever since the doors first opened 30 years ago, the Buena
Vista Audubon Nature Center has been maintained and
staffed by a wonderful corps of volunteers. Working together
the volunteers not only enrich our visitors’ time at the Nature
Center, but also help grow Buena Vista Audubon in the community. This new year will feature a wonderful mix of our
most popular special events and programs, as well as some
exciting new offerings. It’s the perfect time to jump on board,
join the fun, and help make a difference.
Please contact the Nature Center, 760-439-2473,
bvaudubon@sbcglobal.com or Bob Crowell, 760-207-3884, or
kbcrowell@cox.net, and we’ll get you started.

Here’s Looking at You, Kids!
To accommodate the large number of school
tours expected this spring, the Nature Guides
are in need of good used binoculars. If you
have an extra pair not being used please
drop them off at the Nature Center.

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Bird House Auction
Director
Director
Director
Center Manager
Conservation Chair
Education Chair
Facilities/Exhibits
Field Trips
Gift Shop
Library
Membership/Mailings

Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Judi Wilson*
760-439-3649
Sandy McMullen*
760-944-5690
Dave Billings*
760-753-7925
Kelly Deveney
760-721-2441
Kathy Billings*
760-753-7925
Patty Montgomery* 760-931-6678
Bruce Montgomery* 760-931-6678
Annette Schneider
760-945-8891
Joan Herskowitz*
760-942-5167
Fran MacNeel
760-929-9158
Danny DiMento*
858-688-6891
Steve Brad*
760-633-1639
Denise Riddle*
760-439-0256
C. J. DiMento
760-231-9096
Janice Osborne
Email: bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net
Native Plant Club
Joan Bockman*
Email: BVNPC@sbcglobal.net
Nature Storytime
Mary Ellen Marquand 760-918-6622
Newsletter Editor
Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
Email: akamauro1@gmail.com
Programs
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Publicity/Outreach
Natalie Shapiro*
406-241-2153
Email: bloomingtrillium@yahoo.com
Ridgway’s Rail Society Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
Volunteers
Bob Crowell*
760-207-3884
Email: kbcrowell@cox.net
Webmaster
J.J. Springer
818-859-8244

BVAS DONATION MINI-FORM (Clip and Send)
Name: _____________________ E-mail: ___________________
Address: _____________________________________________
Amount.: _______ Check (enclosed) ____ or *Credit Card ____
*Credit Card Info: (#) _______________________ Exp. ____
Please indicate how you’d like your donation applied:

Nature Center & Programs: ___
NOTE: For a limited time, donations received to support the Nature Center and BVAS conservation and
nature education programs will be matched by a special two-for-one pledge and placed in a permanent endowment to create a dependable source of annual revenue for generations to come. Details
surrounding this special pledge and lasting endowment will be announced in the March Lagoon Flyer.

Land Acquisition Fund: ___
BVAS is still collecting funds to support its legacy campaign to restore and manage the newly-acquired
lagoon parcel, and to purchase and restore the 33-acre property near the Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary.

Send to: BVAS; P.O. Box 480; Oceanside, CA 92049.

New BVAS Website!
If you’ve been wondering what’s
up with the BVAS website, it’s
being given a new look. The total
makeover has been under construction for several months now,
and BVAS webmaster J.J. Springer
tells us the final “reveal” will happen soon. The new website will
be a dynamic message board of
up-to-date news and special features. It promises to be a lot easier to navigate, especially for
those using their smart phones.
Many thanks to J.J., and to publicity chair Natalie Shapiro, for all
their work on this project. We
can hardly wait!

ACTIVITIES
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BVAS NATIVE PLANT CLUB

2016 Birdhouse Auction

NATURE CENTER GARDEN WORK PARTY —
Mondays at 10 a.m. Every Monday morning, the
garden crew gathers at the Nature Center to do a
little maintenance work around the native plant
garden and trails. Interested gardeners are invited to join the group for some casual gardening
and friendly chatter.
A Time to Sow—The long-awaited return of rain
gives promise of a banner year for native wildflowers throughout San Diego County. What
better way to celebrate our wonderful natural
heritage than to plant a patch of native wildflowers in your garden? Pick up a packet of mixed
California native wildflower seeds from a local
nursery, and sprinkle the seeds liberally wherever
you have a little bare ground. A gentle raking of
the soil before and after sowing can help the
seeds find purchase with the soil and improve
the odds of germination. Make sure your
planting area gets some decent exposure to the
sun each day (at least when the skies aren’t
cloudy), and let Mother Nature take care of the
rest. Come April and May there’s a good chance
you’ll be rewarded with a delightful showing of
California poppies, lupine, baby blue-eyes, and
other assorted goodies. After the blooms fade,
harvest the seeds to repeat the magic next year.

March 19—5:00-8:00 p.m.
BVAS is now soliciting donations of decorative or functional birdhouses and related bird-oriented items and art for this year’s festivities. A
limited number of undecorated bird houses are available at the Nature Center at the special price of $8, for those looking for a head start
on a birdhouse project for the auction.

Save the date—don’t miss out on all the fun!
*Silent auction of unique, handcrafted birdhouses,
feeders, and other select bird-oriented art.
*Live auction, featuring Oceanside’s own Larry Hatter.
*Special auction items provided by celebrity artists, including
Greg Evans of Luann Comics, and Janell Cannon of Stellaluna fame.
*Hosted bar featuring specialty beers from Stone Brewing Co.
*Fine wine, gourmet cheese, and other treats.
*Live music by The Endangered Speciez Project.

All this and more for a $10 donation at the door.
(All net proceeds will qualify for two-for-one matching funds to
support the new BVAS Nature Center Endowment Fund!)
More info and birdhouse registration forms are available at the
Nature Center or at www.bvaudubon.org.

KIDS’ CORNER AT THE NATURE CENTER
Joey’s and Johnny’s Clubhouse—
Sunday, February 21—1-4 p.m.
Kids and parents are invited to stop by the Nature
Center for some informal nature fun. Should we get
out the sidewalk chalk and draw a bunch of birds and
flowers near the front door of the Nature Center?
Maybe you have another nature project or activity for
you and your new friends to try? Come join the fun!

Preschool Nature Storytime—

BUENA VISTA AUDUBON NATURE CENTER
Tuesday-Saturday—10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday—1-4 p.m.
Location:
2202 South Coast Hwy.
Oceanside, CA
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049
Phone:
760-439-2473

BVAS Website:
www.bvaudubon.org
Pelagic Birding Website:
www.sandiegopelagics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

Email:
bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net

Monday, February 22—10 a.m.
Birds can’t go sleep in a
cave all winter, so what do
they do when the snow
starts falling up North? Just
like some of our friends who
live in colder areas of the
country, a lot of birds fly
down to San Diego to visit
us on a winter vacation!
We’ll have stories, songs, a
take-home craft, and a look into our surprise box.

Questions? Call Mary Ellen: 760-918-6622.

LAGOON FLYER
BUENA VISTA AUDUBON SOCIETY
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

DATED MATERIAL
Please Deliver Promptly
Change Service Requested

BVAS QUICK CALENDAR
Fri. Feb. 5
Board Meeting
9 a.m.
Sat. Feb. 6
Whelan Lake Bird Walk
8 a.m.
Thurs. Feb. 11 Surprise Bird Walk
8 a.m.
Fri. Feb. 12
Nature Guides Meeting
10 a.m.
Sun. Feb. 14
Ramona Bird Walk
8 a.m.
Wed. Feb. 17
General Meeting
6:30 p.m.
“Pelagic Birds of San Diego” with Matthew Binns
Sat. Feb. 20
San Dieguito River Park Birding
8:30 a.m.
Sun. Feb. 21
Joey’s & Johnny’s Clubhouse
1 p.m.
Mon. Feb. 22
Pre-School Nature Storytime
10 a.m.
Sat. Feb. 27
Basic Birding Workshop/B.V. Lagoon Bird Count 9 a.m.

We

Birds!

Valentine’s Day—2016
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Bird of the Year
One of California’s
most beloved birds
has been named
the 2015 Audubon
California Bird of
the Year. The
western bluebird
received the designation after winning more than 30
percent of the
votes cast during an
online poll this fall.

Western Bluebird
—Shaun McCready

This month’s digital edition of the Lagoon Flyer includes a report on the status of the bluebird by Carol
Killebrew, coordinator for the Bluebird Recovery
Project in San Diego. The article can also be viewed
on the BVAS website: www.bvaudubon.org.
Of special note, bluebird houses are a featured
attraction of the BVAS Birdhouse Auction, coming up
on March 19. It’ll be a perfect opportunity to buy a
new house to help out California’s “Bird of the Year.”

URBAN ADAPTATION OF THE WESTERN BLUEBIRD
By Carol Killebrew, San Diego County Coordinator for the California Bluebird Recovery Program
According to the North American Breeding Bird Survey, Western Bluebirds are numerous and populations
have been increasing since 1966. Partners in Flight estimates a global population of 6.7 million with 67
percent spending some part of the year in the U.S., 52 percent in Mexico, and 1 percent in Canada.
Range: Southern British Columbia through much of western U.S. into Mexico. (map by Paul Lehman)

winter

summer

year round

Over much of its range the Western Bluebird
population trend appears to be increasing. This
is a reversal of the earlier decline as a result of
loss of nest cavities to logging, fire suppression,
and from competition for cavities from nonnative European Starlings and House Sparrows.
The Western Bluebird is not considered a
"threatened" or "endangered" species. Its
current conservation status is listed as "Least
Concern" by the IUCN Red List. And in San Diego
County, despite many competitors for nest
sites, the Western Bluebird appears to be
extending its breeding range.
Phil Unitt, curator of birds at the San Diego
Natural History Museum, has published a nice
book: San Diego County Bird Atlas. In his book,
Unitt states that summer and winter bird counts
since the late 1990's indicate the Western
Bluebird is holding its own in the foothills and

mountains of San Diego County, and showing signs of spreading into urban areas with mature trees and wide
lawns. He says in the late 1980's, Nuttall's Woodpecker started adapting in San Diego County, moving into the
city wherever it was landscaped with wood-pecker friendly trees like liquid-amber, birch, alder, eucalyptus and
even agave. This cavity excavator helped pave the way for two secondary cavity nesters, the House Wren and
Western Bluebird.
Unitt also says that more people are putting up birdhouses, making the nesting boxes an increasing factor in
the spread of the House Wren and Western Bluebird. He also sees a pattern emerging: many arboreal species
that can live in a stratum above us people on the ground ultimately adapt to urbanization, while terrestrial
and undergrowth species retreat.
Western Bluebirds are fascinating, lovely songbirds. To attract them you will
need to put up a nest box specifically designed for Western Bluebirds in the
appropriate location and monitor it. You may also need to supply water and
protect the birds from pests. You'll find information about how to get
started with Western Bluebirds (and more) at the “Bluebirds of San Diego
County” website: http://www.cbrp.org/SDBluebirds.

