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Buena Vista Audubon
Seeks $1 Million to
Purchase 2 Key Properties
By Andy Mauro
BVAS has entered into purchase agreements with two separate landowners to buy Oceanside properties adjacent to
sensitive wetlands. One parcel is next to the Buena Vista
Lagoon, across the street from the BVAS Nature Center. The
Buena Vista Lagoon parcel, with the Nature Center in the background.
other property is adjacent to the San Luis Rey River, just a
few hundred yards west of the Whelan Lake Bird Sanctuary.
Other Potential Funding Partners—Discussions are on-going
Both represent important opportunities for restoration.
with major donors, charitable foundations, and public agenThe cost for each property will be determined by appraisals cies interested in the acquisition of lands for conservation.
now underway, but the total is expected to be between $3-4 The Buena Vista Lagoon parcel being sought could play an
million. BVAS has advanced $50,000 into escrow for the two important role in the restoration of the lagoon. Completion
purchases. BVAS is actively seeking partners to help provide of the EIR on the lagoon restoration project, expected within
the bulk of needed funding for the two acquisitions. Funding the next 12 months, is expected to help free up funding for
is also needed to restore the land and establish an endowacquisition of this parcel.
ment to provide for on-going habitat management.
The parcel located next to the San Luis Rey River is bordered
Your Help is Needed—Acquiring either parcel will ultimately on the north by Camp Pendleton, and thus represents a
require an amount of matching funds to be raised by BVAS
unique opportunity for partnership. BVAS has already enand the community. Many of the funding agencies being
tered into a memorandum of understanding with the Decontacted require a tangible level of community support as a partment of the Navy, providing a mechanism for the two to
condition for land acquisition funding.
share equally in the purchase of this parcel. The Navy would
also fund the restoration and on-going management of the
The Million-Dollar Clapper Rail Society Fund
new habitat.
At its May meeting, the BVAS Board voted to create the ClapThe Two Parcels Being Sought by BVAS
per Rail Society Fund, with a goal of raising $1 million from
the community. The money will be used to help fund these
and future land acquisition, restoration, and habitat management efforts. Donors to the fund will become lifetime members of the Clapper Rail Society. All donations, large and
small, are being sought, and all will be publically recognized.

Buena Vista Lagoon Parcel—This well-known, 3.56-acre
property borders the Buena Vista Lagoon and is located
along So. Coast Hwy., directly across the street from the
BVAS Nature Center. Its southern half contains disturbed
and remnant wetlands and provides habitat for the endanInitial Donations Already Total $120,000—Two conservation gered light-footed clapper rail. BVAS would like to acquire
the land, restore it to its historical wetlands and edge habigroups, Preserve Calavera and North County Advocates,
tat, and have it included within the Buena Vista Lagoon Ecohave pledged $50,000 in matching funds to support the aclogical Reserve.
quisitions. As a result, the first $100,000 of donations received from the community will be matched dollar-for-dollar. BVAS and a neighborhood coalition successfully rallied severBVAS Board members have pledged a total of $10,000 in
al years ago against a proposed hotel, condo, and restaurant
personal contributions to the Fund, separate from funds al- project on this site. The property was eventually sold and
ready being advanced by BVAS. Finally, a $10,000 pledge
the new owner has expressed interest in having BVAS purhas also been made by the Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation. chase the land for conservation.

(See “Land Acquisitions,” p. 2.)

Land Acquisitions”—Continued from p. 1.

San Luis Rey River Parcel—The second parcel being sought is 31 acres
of rolling terrain sandwiched between the San Luis Rey River and
Camp Pendleton. BVAS would like
to acquire this parcel and see it restored with coastal sage scrub and
chaparral, suitable for the endangered California gnatcatcher and
several other endangered animal
and plant species. Separating the
property from the Whelan Lake Bird
Sanctuary on the east is a small parcel of city-owned land that’s presently being restored to provide
San Luis Rey River parcel, with Whelan Lake in the background.
habitat for the endangered willow
flycatcher and least Bell’s vireo. This acquisition by BVAS would link together four contiguous protected habitats.
BVAS is encouraging the community to join the effort to purchase and restore these important properties. The form
below has been provided for your convenience. If you have questions or would like to discuss your possible participation in confidence, please contact Andy Mauro (760-753-1266).

Buena Vista Audubon Clapper Rail Society Fund
Name_____________________

Amount $__________

Address___________________

Check _____ (Please make checks payable to “BVAS”.)

City; ZIP__________; _________
Phone/Email:___________/___________

Credit Card # _________________ Exp. Date_____; CVR___

Donations are fully tax-deductible and will be placed in the BVAS Clapper Rail Society Fund to be used for
future land acquisitions and related expenses, habitat restoration projects, and on-going habitat management costs.
Please send your donations to:

Clapper Rail Society
c/o Buena Vista Audubon Society
P.O. Box 480
Oceanside, CA 92049

I would like to discuss this further. Please contact me. _____
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