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Threatened:
California’s Woodpeckers and
Their Habitats
with Steve Shunk

Woodpeckers have always captured our a3en5on. Their unique
anatomy and behavior sets them apart. But like so many species,
the path ahead is uncertain.
The oﬃcial California bird list includes 17 woodpecker species, 15
of which breed in the state—more than any other state or
province in North America. However, 2 species rank as endangered
by California Fish and Game (Gila Woodpecker and Gilded Flicker);
and at least 10 species are listed at some level of conserva5on
concern by Partners-in-Flight. As primary excavators, all
woodpeckers play a keystone ecological role within their
respec5ve ranges. And, if we are concerned about woodpeckers,
what happens to the other 20+ cavity
nesters in California that depend upon woodpeckers to make their nest cavi5es?
If the desert woodpeckers decline, what happens to the Lucy’s Warbler and
Ash-throated Flycatcher? If the montane woodpeckers decline, what happens
to the Mountain Bluebird and Flammulated Owl?
Join Oregon naturalist, North American woodpecker
specialist, and Peterson’s Guide author Steve Shunk for
an expert analysis of woodpecker conserva5on issues
in the state and the trickle-down impacts on
California’s other cavity nesters. His lively
presenta5on and stunning images are sure to make
you the woodpecker’s “second greatest” champion.

Wednesday, September 21
6:30 p.m. Social; 7:00 p.m. Program
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Forging Ahead: The BVAS Nature Endowment
The new BVAS Nature Endowment con5nues to grow, with over $20,000 in new
dona5ons received in June and July. A total of approximately $75,000 has now been raised
from BVAS members and the community. Adding in the contribu5on of $150,000 of double
matching funds from Brian Malk and Nancy Heitel, the Nature Fund now stands at
$225,000. We’re almost halfway home!
A Flurry of $100 Dona?ons: The average dona5on received so far this year for the new
endowment fund is almost double the typical amount sent in by donors in recent years,
and it’s easy to understand why. Contribu5ons of $100 or more automa5cally triple in
value. This has been a chance for everyone to play the role of a “big-money donor” while
suppor5ng a cause they hold dear.
A GiB of Appreciated Stock: The campaign got oﬀ to a fast start thanks to a couple who
have been long5me supporters of BVAS. They had always intended to bequeath $25,000 to
BVAS but decided to speed up their dona5on to take advantage of the double match. By
contribu5ng stock that had appreciated in value, they earned a large tax dona5on and
avoided the capital gains tax. The value of the stock, together with the double matching
funds grant, resulted in a $100,000 boost to the Nature Endowment. Our donors saved
money on their taxes and had the sa5sfac5on of knowing their foresight and generosity
had resulted in a very signiﬁcant contribu5on to help support the Nature Center and BVAS
Nature Educa5on Programs for genera5ons to come.
If you’d like to have a conﬁden5al discussion about ways in which you might be able to
make a similar impact on the Nature Endowment Fund, please call Andy Mauro at
760-753-1266, or email at: akamauro1@gmail.com.
Thank you everyone for your wonderful support. As we said during our successful
campaign to acquire the lagoon property across from the Nature Center: With your help, we can do it!

Ci?zen Science: Rail Release and Survey at Buena Vista Lagoon

A group of agency oﬃcials and BVAS members gathered along the Nature Center trail in early July to par5cipate in
the release of three endangered Ridgway’s Rails. Each had a 5ny radio transmi`er aﬃxed to its back. Upon release, the
rails quickly disappeared into the ca`ails and the team tracked their movement by
honing in to the beeping signals emibng from the transmi`ers. The next
morning, and much to the delight of the survey team, one of the rails was found
foraging in the reeds on the edge of the new wetlands property BVAS had
purchased in January.
Things went smoothly un5l Day 5. The signal from one of the rails was lost.
The team searched the en5re Buena Vista Lagoon, even using a car-top antenna
to survey other nearby lagoons and coastal wetlands. All eﬀorts proved
fruitless. The fear was that the rail had met with misfortune, but a more
op5mis5c view was adopted: our rail is happily foraging, transmi`er-free and
undetected, in the reeds around the Central Basin of the lagoon.
Another of the rail’s signals stayed strong but seemed to stop moving.
Another mystery! Perhaps the transmi`er was dislodged. The rail, meanwhile,
may have joined its similarly oﬀ-grid cousin on their undetectable meanderings around the lagoon.
Our third rail, bless its heart, is s5ll rewarding the survey team by maintaining a small territory in the vicinity of the
trail bridge on the Nature Center loop trail. A rail has been spo`ed crossing over the trail on a number of occasions,
and a calling rail is ofen heard during the periods near dawn and dusk. It’s diﬃcult to say whether these sigh5ngs and
calls are from our released rail or from another that was already present. Either way, it’s a good omen.

BIRDING WITH BVAS
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WHELAN LAKE BIRD SANCTUARY WALK

SAN DIEGUITO RIVER PARK BIRD WALK

Saturday, September 3—8 a.m.
Join BVAS for our regular monthly walk and bird survey.
The freshwater lake, adjacent riparian forest, and grassy
upland hills provide an exciBng array of bird species
throughout the year.
DirecCons: From I-5, take Hwy. 76 east; turn leK at Douglas
Dr.; conBnue to the light at North River Rd.; go leK on North
River Rd. Pass through entrance gate and follow signs to the
lake. Feel free to contact the leader for direcBons.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824

Saturday, September 17—8:30 a.m.—— Lower Crest Canyon
We’ll be looking for the many waterfowl and shorebirds that
come to spend the winter at North County’s coastal wetlands.
DirecCons:Lower Crest Canyon—From I-5, take Via de la Valle
west; leK on Jimmy Durante Blvd.; leK on San Dieguito Rd.
Drive east 1 mile to the trailhead.
Leader: John Haddock, 760-941-7824

SECOND THURSDAY SURPRISE WALK
Thursday morning, September 8
Join our weekday surprise-locaBon bird walk on the second
Thursday of each month. Where we go is based on recent
reports and Steve’s personal surveying. If you’d like to get on
the Second Thursday Walk noBﬁcaBon list, please send an
email with your name, phone number and email address to:
Steve Brad at stevanbrad@gmail.com

LA JOLLA BIRD WALK
Sunday, September 11—7:30 a.m.
Let’s enjoy one of the most scenic areas in SD! La Jolla’s
rocky shoreline will be the site for viewing a number of
pelagic birds. These may include Shearwaters (Pink, Sooty,
& Black-vented), Black Storm-Petrels, Brown Booby, &
more. Expected rocky shorebirds include Wandering
Taeler, Surf Bird, and, Ruddy and Black Turnstone. Bring a
scope; there will be some to share. Parking can be an
issue, so the start Bme will be 7:30.
DirecCons: Google the address 1160 Coast Blvd. La Jolla,
92037. Meet on the sidewalk that runs along the coast
near the La Jolla Bridge Club. Look for folks with
binoculars & scopes.
Leader: Steve Brad 760-633-1639 stevanbrad@gmail.com

BIRDING IN SEPTEMBER
Fall migraBon is another exciBng
Bme for birders, as familiar
seabirds and shorebirds can be
seen along the coast and
lagoons. The Black Skimmer
(related to terns and gulls) was
once a rarity, but is now established in Southern
California. The skimmer has an unusual bill, being
longer on the lower mandible. Black Skimmers ﬂy just
above the surface of the water with their lower bill
skimming for small ﬁsh. Skimmers ﬁnd food by touch.
As the lower bill touches a ﬁsh, the upper bill snaps
shut. Black Skimmers may be seen resBng on sand
bars, or ﬂying low along the BaBquitos lagoon as the
wind dies down around sunset.

BASIC BIRDING WORKSHOP AND
BUENA VISTA LAGOON BIRD COUNT
Saturday, September 24–9:00 a.m.
Join the BVAS birders for our basic birding workshop and bird
count at Buena Vista Lagoon. No experience necessary. We
meet at the Nature Center and then caravan around the
lagoon to a series of selected stops for some, friendly,
informal, no-pressure birding. At the end of summer, the
swallows, terns, and songbirds will all migrate back south. We
will begin to see the arrival of fall plumage shorebirds and
then wintering ducks.
DirecCons: Meet at the Nature Center parking lot.
Leaders: Joan Fountain; Tom Troy, 760-420-7328

12 HOUR PELAGIC FALL MIGRATION TRIP
Sunday, September 25 —7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
September is near-peak season for the Craveri’s Murrelet.
Storm-petrels should also be one of the highlights of this
trip. The list of other possible “goodies” includes scarce Redbilled Tropicbird, Buller’s Shearwater, and South Polar Skua,
as well as migrant Sabine’s Gulls.
Migrant landbirds around the boat
are always a possibility.
RegistraBon: $125 through Sept. 18.
Late registraBon:.-$135
Call Point Loma Sporjishing at
619-223-1627 Tell them you wish to
make a reservaBon for a birding trip
on the Grande.
We will board the Grande 30
minutes prior to departure at Point
Loma Sporjishing Landing.

WOODPECKER FIELD WORKSHOP WITH STEVE SHUNK
Saturday, September 24—8 a.m. (all day)
Visit Guajome Park and Palomar Mt. in search of 8
woodpecker species including Whiteheaded & Lewis’s. Learn woodpecker
natural history in the ﬁeld from “the guy
who wrote the book” on North American
Woodpeckers. Space is limited! Contact
Steve Brad for details, including cost, and to
reserve a spot. 760-633-1639
stevanbrad@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP / SCIENCE
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Hail to the Chief!
The Buena Vista Audubon Society has
been blessed with a parade of hardworking, talented leaders, but none more
than outgoing president, Andy Mauro. As
president, Andy has orchestrated and
championed projects as diverse as land
acquisiPon, partnerships with local governments and
conservaPon groups, and the establishment of a half million
dollar endowment campaign. In the last 15 years, he has also
served as Board Director, Treasurer, and editor of the Lagoon
Flyer. Under his direcPon and with his unwavering support,
visitaPon has soared, community events have mulPplied, and
the BVAS has emerged as an important member of the
conservaPon community.
Stepping Up while Stepping Down: Andy will conPnue to play
a larger-than-life role, weaving his magic as board director,
past president, and director of ﬁnancial projects. He will
forever be an avid birder and ciPzen scienPst, lending direcPon
to BVAS as it conPnues to grow and thrive.
As impressive as his resume is, however, it’s not what ﬁrst
comes to mind when members and the community were
asked about Andy Mauro. “Bright, thoughiul, empowering,
dedicated, and tenacious” top the long list of superlaPves. On
one thing everyone agrees: President Andy personiﬁes the
power of giving back and paying forward.

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS
Co-Vice-President
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Co-Vice-President
Joan Herskowitz*
760-942-5167
Secretary
Judi Wilson*
760-439-3649
Treasurer
Sandy McMullen*
760-944-5690
Director
Andy Mauro*
760-753-1266
Director
Dave Billings*
760-753-7925
Director
Kathy Billings*
760-753-7925
Director
Jane MygaN*
505-249-5333
Director
Curt Busk*
521-393-4755
Center Manager
AnneNe Schneider
760-945-8891
ConservaPon Chair Joan Herskowitz*
760-942-5167
FaciliPes/Exhibits
Danny Dimento*
858-688-6891
Field Trips
Steve Brad*
760-633-1639
Bird House AucPon Kelly Deveney*
760-721-2441
GiX Shop
Denise Riddle*
760-439-0256
Library
C.J. DiMento
760-231-9096
Membership/Mailings Janice Osborne
email: bvaudon@sbcglobal.net
NaPve Plant Club
Joan Bockman*
email: BVNPC@sbcglobal.net
NewsleNer Editor
Bruce Montgomery*
760-931-6678
NewsleNer Editor
PaNy Montgomery*
760-931-6678
email: mr.leakey@gmail.com
Programs
Dennis Huckabay*
760-757-6437
Publicity/Outreach Natalie Shapiro*
406-241-2153
email: bloomingtrillium@yahoo.com
Volunteers
Bob Crowell*
760-207-3884
email: kbcrowell@cox.net
Webmaster
J.J. Springer
818-859-8244
Webmaster
Natalie Shapiro*
406-241-2153

Woodpeckers, CaviVes, and Snags: Changing a Stubborn Paradigm
Most woodpeckers excavate their own nest and roost caviPes, and most do so each breeding
season. Where woodpeckers live, the abundance of caviPes increases each year, and, more than 40
other North American bird species—not including the woodpeckers themselves—exploit this
abundance for their own nests.
Cavity excavaPon is their “signature behavior” elevaPng the woodpeckers’ ecological signiﬁcance
in disproporPon to their relaPve abundance, the very deﬁniPon of a “keystone” organism. Remove
the keystone from a stone arch and the arch collapses; remove woodpeckers from the forests, and
cavity-dwelling wildlife communiPes face collapse.
Certain necessary condiPons, known as “limiPng factors,” must exist for woodpeckers to perform
this keystone role. One such factor is the availability of nesPng sites—in this case, the availability of
dead trees, or snags.
Sadly, our general percepPon of snags—our current snag paradigm—labels dead trees as ugly and unsafe. And, snags have no
place in a live forest culPvated solely for its Pmber. From urban parks to suburban neighborhoods, and from rural woodlands to
remote forests, we are inclined to remove snags from the landscape.
A healthy woodland comprises trees of diverse size and age, including dead trees at varying degrees of decay. We can help
woodpeckers perform their keystone roles in wooded ecosystems by changing the way we think about snags.
To learn more about how you can support cavity-dwelling wildlife, visit www.cavityconservaPon.com, and come see Steve
Shunk’s presentaPon on September 21st.

NATURE CENTER / GARDENS
SAVE THE DATE!
Oct. 15 — 1p.m.
Listen to the
famous book,
Stellaluna, read by
the actual author/arPst,
Janell Cannon. T.V. celebrity,
Amanda Mascia, from The
Good Food Factory, will
assist children in creaPng a
snack, packed full of foods
that have been
pollinated by
BATS!
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THE ARTIST KNOWN AS “DR. DUCK” EXHIBITS HIS WORK
Paul Weber (aka Dr. Duck) generously loaned 25 of his whimsical, metal
sculptures to the nature center for 2 weeks in August.

FREE KIDS EVENT!
Ages 4 and up.
Please RSVP by October 7 at
the Nature Center. Or email
Natalie Shapiro at
buenavistanature@gmail.com

See www.bvaudubon.org for
more details.

BVAS NATIVE PLANT CLUB
NATURE CENTER GARDEN WORK PARTY
Mondays at 10 a.m.—Every Monday
morning, the garden crew gathers at the
Nature Center to do a li]le maintenance
work around the naPve plant garden and trails.
Interested gardeners are encouraged to join the group
for some casual gardening and friendly cha]er. Bring
your green thumbs.
WINTER IN SEPTEMBER?
We really are in the dead of winter. No really, we are.
Plants go dormant in other parts of the country because
it gets cold. Here, the naPves go dormant because
there is no rain. So, that puts “winter” in September.
Don’t be fooled by all that irrigaPon on your block.
Adding water during the dormant season is really just a
way to grow bugs. If there is never a “winter,” the bugs
keep mulPplying.
Dormant just means that the plant is resPng; it
does not mean that the plant is dead. It is good
to water at least once a month during the dry
season. A li#le irrigaPon will perk up naPves but
they do need a month of rest during the “winter.”

KIDS’ CORNER AT THE NATURE CENTER
Joey’s and Johnny’s
Clubhouse—
Sunday, Sept. 18 — 1-4 p.m.
Kids and parents are invited
to stop by the Nature Center
for some informal nature fun.
This month, kids will make their own Nature
Notebook! Watch it grow as you capture the
wonders of nature in the days ahead. Come join
the fun!
Preschool Nature StoryNme—
We are sad to report that this event has been
canceled for now.
The Art & Science of Wildlife Tracking
Sign up early for a 2 day workshop:
Oct. 21 - 6-9 p.m. & Oct. 22 - 9 a.m.noon. Register at
www.sandiegoaudubon.org or email
cooper@sandiegoaudubon.org.
For details:
htpp://bvaudubon.org/events/

LAGOON FLYER
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BVAS QUICK CALENDAR
Fri. Sept. 2
Board Mee)ng
9 a.m.
Sat. Sept. 3
Whelan Lake Bird Walk
8 a.m.
Thurs. Sept. 8
Surprise Bird Walk
8 a.m.
Fri. Sept. 9
Nature Guide Mee)ng
10 a.m.
Sun. Sept. 11
La Jolla Bird Walk
7:30 a.m.
Sat. Sept. 17
San Dieguito River Park Bird Walk 8:30 a.m.
Sun. Sept. 18
Joey’s & Johnny’s Clubhouse
1 p.m.
Wed. Sept. 21 General Mee)ng
6:30 p.m.
“Woodpeckers ” with Steve Shunk
Sat. Sept. 24
Field Trip with Steve Shunk
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. Sept. 24
Basic Birding Workshop
during B.V. Lagoon Bird Count
9 a.m.
Sun. Sept. 25
Pelagic Fall
Migra)on Trip
7a.m.-7p.m.

We

fall for

Sept. 22
1st Day of Autumn

Ridgway’s Rails Released!
(Say that 3 )mes quickly.)

birds!
See page 2 for details.

