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Wild	and	BeauGful	
A	Natural	History	of	Wildlands	in	Southern	California	

Whether	birds	or	mammals,	insects	or	spiders,	ecosystems	or	
geology,	scien5sts	and	enthusiasts	alike	migrate	to	San	Diego	
County	to	experience	the	diversity	that	makes	our	backyard	so	
notable.	Oceans,	wetlands,	mountains,	desert,	woodlands,	
chaparral…all	intertwine.		Our	14	habitats,	several	cri5cally	
threatened	themselves,	cradle	
unparalleled	numbers	of	species,	each	
dependent	on	the	health	of	another.		

No	one	is	more	qualified	to	
paint	a	picture	of	this	
diversity	than	Dr.	Allan	
Schoenherr,	Professor	of	
Ecology	from	CSU	Fullerton.	
As	a	noted	storyteller-
author-scien5st,	he	will	
make	sense	of	both	what	is	
and	what	we	can	do	to	
safeguard	our	wildlands	in	
the	years	to	come.		Join	us	
as	Dr.	Schoenherr	
illustrates	how	climate,	

weather,	and	the	interac5on	of	plants	and	animals	shape	our	
landscapes	and	the	life	they	support.		

Each	of	us	has	our	favorite	wild	place	to	be	and	wildlife	to	be	with.	
November’s	speaker	will	enrich	those	experiences	while	adding	new	
favorites	to	our	lists.		

Wednesday,	November	16	
	 	 	 6:30	p.m.	Social;	7:00	p.m.	Program	

	 	 	 					
	 	 	 																						There	will	be	no	general	mee5ng	in	December.	

by Herb Knufken

FLYER



BVAS	Annual	Appeal	and	the	Nature	Endowment	Fund	
It’s	&me	to	renew	your	annual	membership	in	BVAS	for	the	2017	calendar	year.		BVAS	doesn’t	differen&ate	between	
“dues”	and	“giEs.”		Any	dona&on	you	make	during	November	or	December,	or	any&me	during	2017,	will	enroll	you	as	a	
member	of	BVAS	for	2017.		To	make	it	easy	to	renew	your	membership	and	support	the	good	work	we	do,	we’ll	be	
mailing	our	annual	fundraising	appeal	leLer	in	November,	along	with	a	remiLance	envelope.		We	hope	you	can	make	a	
generous	dona&on!	

For	those	of	you	whose	membership	in	BVAS	results	from	your	Na&onal	Audubon	Society	(NAS)	membership,	we’d	like	
to	point	out	that	only	about	$2.25	of	your	annual	NAS	dues	and	dona&ons	gets	passed	on	to	BVAS.		To	put	that	into	
perspec&ve,	it	costs	us	$10	just	to	print	and	mail	the	newsleLer	to	a	member’s	home	for	a	year.		(Another	reason	to	sign	
up	for	emailed	delivery	of	our	digital	newsleLer.)		We	hope	you’ll	consider	making	a	direct	giE	this	year	to	help	support	
nature	programs	and	conserva&on	ini&a&ves	right	here	in	your	own	backyard.								

Our	fundraising	effort	this	fall	and	throughout	the	coming	year	will	focus	on	building	the	BVAS	Nature	Endowment	
Fund.		Every	$100	donated	to	the	endowment	campaign	results	in	a	$300	contribu&on	to	the	endowment,	thanks	to	the	
wonderful	double-matching-fund	grant	provided	by	Mr.	Brian	Malk.		The	endowment	fund	balance	passed	the	$250,000	
mark	in	September,	over	half	way	to	our	ul&mate	goal!		Recently,	a	long-&me	BVAS	member	decided	to	contribute	his	
en&re	2016	IRA	distribu&on	check	of	$7,300	to	the	endowment	fund.		His	dona&on	resulted	in	a	$21,900	addi&on	to	the	
endowment.	If	you’d	like	to	discuss	alterna&ve	ways	in	which	you	might	be	able	to	help	the	endowment	campaign	reach	
its	goal,	please	give	Andy	Mauro	a	call	at	760-753-1266.										

Thank	you	for	your	support!	

Tricolored	Blackbirds	
Reversing	the	Downward	Spiral	

Many	people	know	the	red-winged	blackbird,	but	how	many	know	about	the	
tricolored	blackbird?		The	familiar	male	red-winged	blackbird	is	a	medium-
sized,	glossy	black	bird	with	red	shoulder	patches	(called	“epaulets”)	edged	
with	yellow.	But	the	male	tricolored	blackbird	has	red	shoulder	patches	
bordered	with	thin	strip	of	white.	In	the	19th	century,	tricolored	blackbird	
flocks	abounded.		Es&mates	set	some	colonies	at	more	than	a	million	birds.		
Since	then,	the	popula&on	has	declined	con&nuously	and	precipitously.	In	the	
last	decade	alone,	the	tricolored	blackbird	popula&on	has	decreased	by	more	
than	two	thirds,	to	an	all-&me	low	of	145,000.		

Currently,	this	species	is	nearly	endemic	to	California,	with	about	99%	of	the	
popula&on.		Crea&ng	huge	breeding	colonies,	they	seek	habitats	near	water	
with	suitable	nes&ng	areas	(e.g.,	marshlands)	near	open	habitat	for	foraging.		
Once,	such	habitats	weren’t	hard	to	find.		But	with	widespread	land	
conversions,	suitable	op&ons	dwindled.	The	species	then	turned	to	dairy	farm	wheat	fields	for	breeding.		Unfortunately,	
with	this	shiE,	a	deadly	conflict	arises:		Tricolored	young	typically	have	not	yet	leE	their	nests	before	farmers	want	to	
harvest	their	crops.	Yet	such	harves&ng	destroys	tricolored	blackbird	nests	and	young.		

Conserva&on	groups	have	fought	to	have	the	tricolored	blackbird	listed	for	state	protec&on	for	more	than	a	decade.		In	
December	2015,	the	California	Fish	and	Game	Commission	finally	declared	the	species	a	candidate	for	this	status,	
providing	the	species	safeguards	un&l	it	receives	a	place	on	the	state’s	endangered	list.		In	addi&on,	Audubon	California	
has	been	working	with	other	groups	to	arrange	agreements	with	dairy	farmers	to	delay	harves&ng	their	fields.		NPR	
even	featured	these	special	birds	and	their	advocates	in	early	August:		hLp://www.npr.org/2016/08/07/489061743/
saving-the-tricolored-blackbird.		As	the	Audubon	California	Web	site	says,	“Spread	the	word.		It’s	the	least	you	can	do.”		
The	very	least.	

For	more	on	this	topic,	see	our	website:	www.bvaudubon.org/news/	
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WHELAN'LAKE'BIRD'SANCTUARY'WALK'
Saturday,'November'5th'—"8'a.m.'
Saturday,'December'3rd'—"8'a.m.''
Join"BVAS"for"our"regular"monthly"walk"and"bird"survey."
Directions:'From"I?5,"take"Hwy"76"east;"turn"left"at"Douglas"
Dr;"continue"to"the"light"at"North"River"Rd;"go"left"on"North"
River"Rd."Pass"through"entrance"gate"and"follow"signs"to"the"
lake."Feel"free"to"contact"the"leader"for"directions."
Leader:'John"Haddock"(760?941?7824)"
"
"
BUDDY'TODD'PARK,'OCEANSIDE''
Sunday,'November'13th'—'8'a.m.""
Birding"in"Buddy"Todd"Park"(BTP)"feels"like"birding"in"the"
mountains,"but"with"an"ocean"view!"BTP"has"a"long"history"of"
attracting"rarities,"so"you"never"know"what"we’ll"see."Time"
permitting,"we"will"visit"another"nearby"birding"area.""
Location:"2800"Mesa"Drive,"Oceanside,"CA"92054"
Leader:"Steve"Brad"(760?633?1639)"stevanbrad@gmail.com"
Note:&There&will&be&no&Second&Sunday&Bird&Walk&in&December."
"

STEVE’S'SURPRISE'THURSDAY'WALK"
Thursday,'November'10th'—'8'a.m."
Come"along"on"our"weekday"surprise?location"bird"walk"on"the"
second"Thursday"of"each"month."If"you’d"like"to"get"on"Steve’s"
Second"Thursday"Walk"notification"list,"send"an"email"to"
stevanbrad@gmail.com."
Note:&There&will&be&no&Second&Thursday&Walk&for&December."

'
SAN'DIEGUITO'RIVER'PARK'BIRD'WALK"
Saturday,'November'19th'—'8:30'a.m.'(Lower'Crest'Canyon)'
Saturday,'December'17th'—'8:30'a.m.'(San'Andres'Drive)'
We’ll"be"looking"for"various"species"of"waterfowl"and"
shorebirds"that'come"to"spend"the"winter"at"North"County’s"
coastal"wetlands."'
Directions:'Lower'Crest'Canyon—"From"I?5,"take"Via"de"la"
Valle"west;"left"on"Jimmy"Durante"Blvd.;"left"on"San"Dieguito"
Rd."Drive"east"1"mile"to"trailhead."
San'Andres'Drive—'From"I?5,"take"Via"de"la"Valle'east;"go"right"
on"San"Andres"Drive"to"end"of"road.'
Leader:'John"Haddock"(760?941?7824)"
"

'

BASIC'BIRDING'WORKSHOP'AND'
BUENA'VISTA'LAGOON'BIRD'COUNT'
Saturday,'November'26th'—'9'a.m.'
Come"along"with"BVAS"birders"for"our"basic"birding"workshop"
and"bird"count"at"Buena"Vista"Lagoon."No"experience"necessary."
We"meet"at"the"Nature"Center"and"then"caravan"around"the"
lagoon"to"a"series"of"selected"stops.""
Leaders:'Joan"Fountain"&"Tom"Troy"(760?420?7328)"
'
Friday,'December'30th'—'9'a.m.''
2016'Oceanside'Christmas'Bird'Count'
There’s"a"slight"change"to"the"regular"final?"
Saturday?of?the?month"bird"count."
Friday'December'30"is"the"Oceanside"Christmas"Bird"Count!"After"
our"walk"we’ll"return"to"the"Nature"Center"for"lunch"and"compile"
the"number"of"birds"everyone"has"seen."" 
Directions:'Meet"at"the"Nature"Center"parking"lot."
Leaders:'Tom"Troy"and"others"TBD"
"
"
"
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Winter"is"one"of"the"best"times"for"birding"in"San"Diego"
County."Join"us"in"one"of"the"most"popular"birding"events,"
the"Christmas"Bird"Count"(CBC)."It’s"a"full"day"of"bird?
watching,"camaraderie,"and"just"plain"fun."
"
Beginners"to"advanced"bird?watchers"are"welcome"to"
participate"in"the"Oceanside"CBC."If"you"are"new"to"bird?
watching,"join"the"CBC"at"Buena"Vista"Lagoon."See"above"
for"details."
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
Birders"with"more"experience"are"encouraged"to"join"one"
of"our"teams."Contact"Oceanside"CBC"coordinator"Jane"
Mygatt"(janemygatt@me.com)"to"be"assigned"to"a"group"
leader"who"will"fill"you"in"on"when"and"where"to"meet.""
Please"include"your"name,"phone"number,"and"a"sentence"
or"two"to"indicate"your"general"level"of"birding"experience."
If"possible,"let"Jane"know"by"December"10th,.""
"
Make"the"CBC"a"part"of"your"holiday"tradition!"
"
'
'
'
'
'

The'Pacific'Flyway'
We"are"fortunate"to"live"along"the"Pacific"Flyway,"a"major"north?
south"route"for"migratory"birds."Birds"from"Alaska"to"Patagonia"
travel"along"this"flyway"in"spring"and"fall."The"primary"driving"force"
behind"migration"is"securing"food,"not"escaping"cold"weather.""
Many"southbound"migrating"seabirds"can"be"observed"within"a"
few"miles"along"the"coast"during"the"winter"months."In"the"
company"of"an"experienced"“seawatcher”"using"a"spotting"scope,"
you’ll"experience"our"unique"coastal"version"of"a"winter"
wonderland,"filled"with"loons,"shearwaters,"terns"and"much"more."
"
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BVAS	OFFICERS,	BOARD*,	AND	CHAIRS	
			President																									Natalie	Shapiro*	 406-241-2153	
				Vice-President															Dennis	Huckabay*	 760-757-6437	
				Secretary																								Judi	Wilson*																					760-439-3649	
				Treasurer																								Sandy	McMullen*											760-944-5690	
				Director																										Andy	Mauro*																			760-753-1266	
				Director																										Dave	Billings*																			760-753-7925	
				Director																										Kathy	Billings*																		760-753-7925	
				Director																										Jane	MygaM*																				505-249-5333	
				Director																										Curt	Busk*																								521-393-4755	
				Center	Manager											AnneMe	Schneider											760-945-8891	
				ConservaPon	Chair						Joan	Herskowitz*													760-942-5167	
				FaciliPes/Exhibits									Danny	DiMento*														858-688-6891	
				Field	Trips																						Steve	Brad*																							760-633-1639	
				Bird	House	AucPon						Kelly	Deveney*																760-721-2441	
				GiX	Shop																								Denise	Riddle*																	760-439-0256	
				Library																												C.J.	DiMento																					760-231-9096	
				Membership/Mailings	Janice	Osborne	
																																																						email:	bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net	
				NaPve	Plant	Club									Joan	Bockman*	
																																																												email:	BVNPC@sbcglobal.net	
				Nature	Story	Time								Sally	Bickerton																	760-722-0375	
				NewsleMer	Editor									Bruce	Montgomery*							760-931-6678	
				NewsleMer	Editor									PaMy	Montgomery*								760-931-6678	
																																																														email:	mr.leakey@gmail.com	
				Programs																							Dennis	Huckabay*											760-757-6437	
				Publicity																									Natalie	Shapiro*															406-241-2153	
																																																email:	bloomingtrillium@yahoo.com	
				Volunteers/Outreach				Bob	Crowell*																			760-207-3884	
																																																																			email:	kbcrowell@cox.net	
				Webmaster																			J.J.	Springer																							818-859-8244	

There’s	a	New	Sheriff	in	Town	

When	it	comes	to					
guardian	angels,	it	
appears	that	BVAS	has	
been	assigned	one	
full-Pme.	

Natalie	Shapiro	has	
stepped	up	to	take	the	
reins	as	our	new	
president.	

She	cycled	into	the	
Nature	Guides	group	in	

2012,	donaPng	Pme	and	energy	to	our	school-age	
visitors.	Unable	to	say	“no,”	Natalie	soon	became	
involved	in	dozens	of	other	BVAS	projects,	
eventually	chairing	publicity	and	joining	the	Board	
last	year.	

There	is	no	task	too	daunPng	to	keep	Natalie	from	
offering	her	talents.	Where	she	gets	the	energy,	
we	don’t	know;	it	can’t	be	the	seaweed	crackers!	

New	Leaders,	Same	Magical	Program	

Preschool	Founders	Shaped	a	GeneraSon	of	Naturalists	

Picture	happy	preschoolers	singing	songs,	playing	games,	making	craXs,	and	
enjoying	nature.	Since	2003,	this	joyful	scene	has	played	out	monthly	at	the	
Nature	Center.	

EducaPon	is	the	Nature	Center’s	primary	mission.		Preparing	to	become	a	
new	generaPon	of	conservaPonists,	our	youngest	junior	rangers	come	by	
stroller	or	aMached	to	doPng	parents	and	grandparents.	And	for	13	years,	the	most	fortunate	have	joined	
Mary	Ellen	Marquand	and	Joan	Fountain	at	Preschool	Nature	StoryPme.	AXer	over	100	gatherings,	Mary	
Ellen	and	Joan	are	passing	the	baton.	We	can	never	thank	them	enough	for	their	service!	

Filling	their	big	shoes	are	Sally	Bickerton	and	Sondra	Renwanz,	both	Nature	Guides	with	lifePmes	of	helping	
young	children.		Beginning	with	bats	in	October,	they	move	to	fall	leaves	in	November.	Grab	your	favorite	
preschooler	and	join	the	fun!		(See	page	5	for	details.)	

Switch	to	the	electronic	copy	of	the	Lagoon	Flyer	and	you’ll	not	only	
save	the	center	$10	a	year,	but	you’ll	be	able	to	adjust	the	size	on	the	
computer	to	make	it	more	comfortable	to	read.	If	you	don’t	know	how,	
just	ask	your	grandchildren.	Contact	Janice	Osborne	
(bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net)	with	your	name	and	email	address.		



KIDS’	CORNER	AT	THE	NATURE	CENTER	

Joey’s	and	Johnny’s	Clubhouse—	
Sunday,	Nov.	20	&	Sunday,	Dec.	18,	both	from	1-4	p.m.	
Kids	and	parents	are	invited	to	
parAcipate.	We’ll	make	leaf	wreaths	in	
November	and	nature	ornaments	in	
December.	Come	join	the	fun!	

Preschool	Nature	StoryAme—	
Monday,	Nov.	28	&	Monday,	Dec.	19,	
both	at	10	a.m.	(Please	note	the	December	meeAng	will	
be	the	third	Monday	of	the	month	due	to	the	holidays.)	
Bring	your	liQle	ones	to	our	monthly	program	that	gently	
introduces	them	to	the	wonders	of	nature.	We’ll	have	
stories,	songs,	a	take-home	craR,	and	more.		The	focus	
for	November	will	be	fall	leaves.	In	December	we	will	
learn	about	winter	animals.	QuesAons?	Call	Sally	at	
760-525-2351	
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Troop	752	Does	a	Good	Turn		
For	the	Lagoon	

Ripping	up	ice	plant	and	removing	invasive	Myoporum	
were	a	strenuous	way	to	earn	three	hours	of	community	
service	for	a	group	of	Life	Scouts	from	Boy	Scout	Troop	752	
in	Oceanside.	The	acAon	took	place	on	the	new	Buena	
Vista	Lagoon	Ecological	Reserve	across	the	street	from	the	
BVAS	Nature	Center	on	Coast	Highway.	

Now	that	BVAS	owns	over	4	acres	of	land,	we	need	help	
managing	the	invaders.	Our	approach	involves	removing	
any	non-naAve	plants	from	the	land.	NaAve	plants	will	
oRen	seize	the	opportunity	and	sprout	anew	when	their	
oppressors	have	been	driven	back.	

Pictured	next	to	the	newly	liberated	waterfront	reeds	are	
Daniel	de	la	Cruz,	Ben	Grinnell,	Michael	Kreissig,	Antonio	
Layler	and	Jared	Zimmerman.	Kevin	Bockman	and	Mr.	
Grinnell	helped	out	along	with	Ms.	Kreissig	and	
Scoutmaster	Jason	Stewart.	BVAS	Board	members	Joan	
Bockman	and	Danny	DiMento	provided	direcAon.		

  	Reprinted	with	permission	from	Lonnie	Easterling.

Spring	Has	Sprung	

For	naAve	plants,	it	is	now	spring	in	our	wildlands.	
The	first	rains	will	start	to	wake	our	naAves	from	
their	“winter”	sleep.	They	aren’t	fooled	by	one	rain,	
however,	so	it	will	take	a	few	storms	to	get	them	
going.		

Meanwhile,	this	is	a	great	Ame	to	plant.	NaAves	love	
the	cooler	temperatures	and	

steady	moisture	of	the	
season.	But	since	we’ve	only	
been	averaging	one	storm	a	
month,	water	new	plants	at	
least	once	a	week	to	get	
them	started.	Green	Thumb	
Nursery	in	San	Marcos	and	

Anderson’s	in	Carlsbad	both	
have	naAve	plant	secAons,	and	

their	experts	will	help	you	choose	just	the	right	
plants	for	your	garden.	

****************************************	
BVAS	NATIVE	PLANT	CLUB	

Mondays	at	10	a.m.	—	Every	Monday	morning,	the	
garden	crew	gathers	at	the	Nature	Center	to	do	a	liQle	
maintenance	work	around	the	naAve	plant	garden	and	
trails.	Interested	gardeners	are	invited	to	join	the	group	
for	some	casual	gardening	and	friendly	chaQer.



BVAS	QUICK	CALENDAR	
NATURE	CENTER:	
Garden	Club		 	 Every	Monday		 	 	10	a.m.	
Joey’s	&	Johnny’s	Club	 Nov.	20	&	Dec.	18		 			1	p.m.	
Preschool	Nature	Story	 Nov.	28	&	Dec.	19		 	10	a.m.	
Speaker:		 	 Nov.	16	 	 													6:30	p.m.	
			“Wild	and	BeauJful”	with	Allan	Schoenherr	

MEETINGS:	
Board	MeeJngs				 Nov.	4	&	Dec.	2	 	 			9	a.m.	
Nature	Guide	MeeJngs			 Nov.	18	&	Dec.	9	 	 	10	a.m.	

WALKS:	
Whelan	Lake	Walk		 Sat.	Nov.	5	&	Dec.	3	 			8	a.m.	
Steve’s	Surprise	Walk		 Thurs.	Nov.	10	 	 			8	a.m.	
Buddy	Todd	Park			 Sun.	Nov.	13	 	 			8	a.m.	
San	Dieguito	River	Walk	 Sat.	Nov.	19	&	Dec.	17						8:30	a.m.	
Basic	Birding	Workshop	 Sat.	Nov.	26	 	 			9	a.m.		
		during	BV	Lagoon	Bird	Count	
Christmas	Bird	Count	 Fri.	Dec.	30												Varies,	see	page	3	

ELECTION	DAY:	Nov.	8						
VOTE	CONSERVATION	

Yes	on	67	(PlasJc	Bag	Ban)	
No	on	Prop.	A	(Transit	Tax)	

Buena	Vista	Audubon	
A	Chapter	of	the	NaLonal	Audubon	Society	
2202	S.	Coast	Highway		Oceanside,	CA	92054	

760-439-BIRD	
email:	bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net	
website:	www.bvaudubon.org	

Sunday:	1	-	4:00	p.m.	
Monday:	CLOSED	
Tuesday	-	Saturday:	10:00	a.m.	-	4:00	p.m.		

DON’T	LET	YOUR	MEMBERSHIP	AND	
SUBSCRIPTION	LAPSE!		
See	page	2	for	details.	

LAGOON	FLYER	
BUENA	VISTA	AUDUBON	SOCIETY	
P.O.	Box	480	
Oceanside,	CA	92049

DATED	MATERIAL	
Please	Deliver	Promptly	

Change	Service	Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PERMIT # 193

Oceanside, CA


