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Angelina Jolie trapdoor spider. Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart’s frog. The Leonardo 
DiCaprio tree. Thomas Lincoln’s Sparrow. 
Sometimes such names—formally known as 
honorific names or eponyms—memorialize 
the original specimen collector. Sometimes, 
a scientist’s family member or friend, a 
government leader, a colleague or a 
colleague’s friend, or even a celebrity. 
Overall, eponyms make up around 20% of 
all animal names presently in use 
worldwide. Many of them were bestowed 
during the early days of scientific collecting, 
which was partially fueled by the broader 
exploration and colonization campaigns of 
North American and European powers 
throughout the 18th-20th centuries.  

In recent days, concerns with naming 
animals after humans have arisen. Here we 
first cover how species names are created 
and approved. Next, as the governing 
organization for bird species common names 
in North America, the American 
Ornithological Society (AOS) received a 
petition to look into problems with eponyms 
in avian common names. The AOS convened 
a committee that developed several 
recommendations: most importantly, 
change all eponymous names. This decision 
received considerable backlash, and the AOS 
has responded with a slightly altered plan to 
move ahead on the renaming project. 
Finally, we look briefly beyond the U.S. 
mainland and beyond birds to see how this 
movement has surfaced in different areas. 

Naming Systems 
Every species has a unique, two-part scientific 
name that, by convention, is in Latin. Nested 
within a hierarchical naming system for all 
organisms, this name reflects evolutionary 
relationships as currently understood. The 
framework for assigning scientific names to 
animals within this hierarchy is governed by the 
International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature, following a strict set of rules 
about when, how, and why scientific names can 
be created or changed. 

Each species is also generally known by a 
vernacular or common name, in whatever the 
predominant local language is. In North 
America, English common names of birds are 
used more often by members of the public than 
are scientific names. As a result, these common 
names are important for communicating 
matters involving birds, ranging from birding, 
public engagement, and environmental 
education to biodiversity, conservation, public 
policy, and law. The responsibility for 
determining and standardizing the common  
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Townsend’s Warbler (AOS website)



names of birds varies in different parts of 
the world. The American Ornithological 
Society (AOS) has served as the primary 
authority for bird species found in the 
Americas ever since it published its first 
Check-list of North American Birds in 1886. 
The AOS’s North American Classification 
Committee (NACC) maintains this checklist, 
whose geographic coverage now includes 
continental North America, Middle America 
(Mexico through Panama), Hawai’i, and the 
West Indies.  

Eponyms, Utility, and Social Justice 
In 2020, the Bird Names for Birds initiative 
submitted a petition to the AOS, with more 
than 2,500 signatures, calling upon the 
organization to address, directly and 
publicly, a number of issues surrounding 
eponymous names that fall under AOS’s 
umbrella, along with other names containing 
potentially derogatory, oppressive, or simply 
irrelevant terms from earlier times. 
Currently 150 species of AOS’s bird species 
have eponymous common names (e.g., 
Clark’s Nutcracker, Montezuma Quail). Such 
names contribute little to understanding, 
connecting with, or capturing the essence of 
a species. Beyond this lack of helpfulness, 
eponyms in some instances can be offensive.  

AOS governance took this petition seriously. 
In 2022, the Council named an ad hoc 
committee (the English Bird Names 
Committee, EBNC) “to develop a process 
that would allow the AOS to change harmful 
and exclusionary English bird names in a 
thoughtful and proactive way for species 
within AOS’s purview.” This committee 
included people with relevant but varied 
perspectives across the broader 
ornithological and birding communities.  

EBNC Recommendations 
After nine months of bi-weekly deliberations, 
the EBNC recommended three actions. The 
primary focus here is on their first 
recommendation: Change all eponymous 
common names. In addition to eponyms, the

EBNC identified three other problematic 
names. “Flesh-footed Shearwater,” with 
pinkish feet, implies that the default (or 
only) skin tone is that of a white person, 
providing an inherently exclusionary 
standard. “Eskimo Curlew” utilizes a term 
used by colonizers to describe Indigenous 
people of the far north. Most Inuit and 
Yupik people in Alaska and Canada 
consider it derogatory. And “Inca Dove” (a 
species of southwestern U.S., Mexico, and 
northern Central America) arose from a 
profound confusion about the geographic 
locations of the historic Inca Empire (along 
the western coast of South America) and 
Aztec Empire (in three city-states in 
Mexico). The conflation of these two 
distant and very different cultures 
suggests a glaring, careless insensitivity 
that should be corrected, the EBNC 
suggested. 

EBNC Findings 
Let’s examine some of the EBNC’s findings 
that led to these recommendations. (You 
can read more detail about all of these 
findings in the committee’s final report 
here.) EBNC members wondered, “Should 
any species be named after individual 
humans at all,” as if bird species were 
possessions, conquests, or trophies. Views 
of ownership over the natural world can be 
antithetical to Indigenous and other 
cultural perspectives as well as to 
conservation efforts. Such neocolonial 
practices can also alienate local 
communities and scholars from the 
countries of the species’ historic range. 
Furthermore, some eponyms honor people 
who were involved in or supported by 
oppressive colonialist practices such as 
slavery or ethnic cleansing.  

Geographical exclusion can create 
problems as well. Roughly 95% of the bird 
species described between 1950 and 2019 
occurred in the Global South (the nations 

Continued on page 3
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of the world regarded as having a relatively 
lower level of economic and industrial 
development typically located south of the 
more industrialized nations). Yet the 
describers of these species were 
disproportionately from the Global North 
(highly industrialized nations with stronger 
economies located north of the Global South 
nations). Similarly, nearly 70% of the 
eponyms established during this period 
honored individuals from the Global North, 
reflecting the systematic exclusion of 
professionals and community members from 
the Global South within ornithology in the 
Americas.  

Gender and race/ethnicity exclusion has 
occurred as well. Nearly all eponyms honor 
white men—a function and a reminder of 
widespread practices where women and 
people of color were excluded from 
education and science. The few eponyms 
honoring women (e.g., Lucy’s Warbler, 
Virginia’s Warbler, Anna’s Hummingbird) 
generally use only their familiar, less 
deferential, and more patronizing first 
names. (Notable exceptions are Snethlage’s 
Tody-Tyrant and Snethlage’s Antpitta, named 
after Marie Emilie Snethlage, a German-born 
Brazilian ornithologist. Also Blackburnian 
Warbler was named after Anna 
Blackburn[e], an English botanist who 
funded some ornithologist expeditions. 
Three exceptions that highlight the general 
rule.) Retaining such names underscores 
these inequities and signals resistance to 
making changes, even at the simplest levels. 

Backlash 
In November, 2023, the AOS Council voted 
to accept the EBNC’s recommendations. 
Some officials as well as AOS members 
pushed back from a variety of angles. For 
example, some suggested changing only 
those names honoring truly bad actors in 
history. The EBNC pointed out problems with 
this approach. For instance, who would be 
assigned (or, more realistically, get saddled 
with) that job? How bad is offensive enough 
to warrant a name change? And just how 

Two eponymous gulls, Franklin’s Gull being 
chased by a Heermann’s Gull (B. Swanson)

do you define “bad?” North American settler-
colonial culture regularly honors historical 
figures such as Washington, Jefferson, and 
Audubon. Yet for some members of our 
society, such people raise painful images or 
even revulsion, since they are viewed as key 
figures in colonial expansion and oppression. 
Because of the existence of these conflicting 
narratives, becoming the morality police 
results in inherently weighting some 
narratives more than others, which is how 
we landed in this predicament to begin with. 

Second, critics state that eponyms capture 
critical aspects of the history of ornithology. 
The EBNC report examined that concern a bit 
further. A disproportionate number of North 
American eponyms reference the American 
West of the mid-1800s, largely honoring 
“soldier-scientists” traveling with the U.S. 
Army during various wars and government-
sponsored explorations of what appeared to 
be unoccupied lands that were actually 
territories of Indigenous nations. So just 
whose history has been commemorated with 
past naming practices? Because eponyms 
disproportionately represent just one side in 
one chapter of the full story, they provide 
neither systematic nor comprehensive 
indices of ornithological history. 

Continued on page 4
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Third, worries arose that such an initiative 
would negatively affect the stability of avian 
data gathered to date. Yet the report noted 
that common names frequently change for 
various reasons, such as increased scientific 
knowledge leading to taxonomic splits or 
lumps. In fact, the AOS publishes a 
supplement every summer that summarizes 
the name changes that have been accepted 
from proposals submitted during the 
previous year. Few complaints are registered 
from the birding community—just, at worst, 
a weary resignation to try to remember the 
new name (hello, California Scrub-Jay) or 
the old-but-resurrected name (welcome 
back, Western Flycatcher).  

Opposition Petition and Resolution 
In March 2024, the AOS received a formal 
petition from the general birding 
community, with almost 6,000 signatories, 
to reconsider the decision to change all 
eponymous names and instead return to a 
case-by-case removal of offensive names. 
In April, the AOS also received a formal 
resolution signed by 231 AOS Fellows and 
Honorary Fellows (total n=669) requesting 
that the AOS defer replacing all eponymous 
names until a more inclusive approach could 
inform that decision. Others noted the 
challenges and consultation needed in 
considering birds that cross into areas 
outside the AOS’s purview. About half of the 
species with eponyms have breeding ranges 
in the U.S. and Canada. Yet many of these 
spend most of the year in South America 
and only come north for two to three 
months to breed (e.g., Baird’s Sandpiper, 
Arctic Tern).  

In response to these latest concerns, the 
AOS has now proposed proceeding with a 
set of six names (Inca Dove, Townsend’s 
Solitaire, Maui Parrotbill, Bachman’s 
Sparrow, Scott’s Oriole, Townsend’s 
Warbler) as a pilot project for renaming (as 
suggested in the Fellows’ resolution). They 
will bring together a wide variety of people 
from groups involved with birds and suggest 
new names to be adopted. Starting with just

a few names should allow a better 
understanding of what issues might arise as 
changes are proposed, without completely 
running the project off the rails. Among other 
actions, the AOS will also hold an open forum 
to get membership input at their next annual 
meeting in October 2024. (See details here.)  

Beyond Birds, Beyond the Mainland 
The U.S. isn’t the only area that has been 
grappling with these issues. And ornithology 
is not alone either. A number of fields have 
faced these concerns to varying degrees: 
ichthyology, primatology, botany, just to name 
a few. For instance, the Entomological Society 
of America (ESA) has undertaken a Better 
Common Names project to ensure that insect 
common names are respectful, inclusive, and 
accurately descriptive. In 2021, the ESA 
adopted new policies for new names: bar 
names that might stoke fear; names with 
geographic references, particularly for 
invasive species; and names referencing 
ethnic or racial groups. For example, 
Lymantria dispar, formerly known as “gypsy 
moth,” is now known as “spongy moth” to 
avoid a derogatory term for the Romani 
people.  

A few geographical areas have looked at 
these issues. For example, in Aotearoa (the 
Māori name for New Zealand), the official 
common names of many bird species are 
Indigenous Māori names. The use of these 

Continued on page 5

Anna’s Hummingbird (J. Mygatt)
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names acknowledges the significance of the 
species in Māori culture and helps establish 
them as iconic birds endemic to Aotearoa. (A 
bit ironically, some critics point out that this 
practice ignores the multitude of other 
Indigenous languages and cultures in 
Aotearoa.) These species are known by their 
Māori names throughout the English-speaking 
world. 

Not all endemics have met with such success. 
The Maui Parrotbill is not a species of parrotbill 
but a Hawaiian honeycreeper. The native 
Hawaiian name of the Maui Parrotbill has likely 
been lost. In 2011, though, some people in 
the local birding community proposed the 
name ”Kiwikiu” as a common name, to remove 
the inaccurate reference to parrotbills: kiwi for 
“bent” (the parrot-like bill) and kiu for both 
“secretive” (a characteristic of the bird) and “a 
cold wind” (descriptive of its habitat). This 
proposed name would have brought this 
species name in line with the names of several 
other Hawaiian honeycreepers (e.g., Hawai’i 
‘Amakihi, ‘Apapane, ‘I’iwi, Hawai’i Mamo). 
However, at that time, the NACC greeted this 
creative proposal with palpable hostility. The 
official decision stated, “The last thing we 
need is yet another ridiculous Hawaiian 
language name” that was “contrived, 
unfamiliar, unpronounceable.” Today, though, 
the Maui Parrotbill is one of the six species 
names suggested for AOS’s pilot project. And 
the proposed name? “Kiwikiu.” 

Conclusion 
The debate over eponymous English bird 
names has become one of the most highly 
charged and publicized issues in the 
ornithological and birding communities. Critics 
argue that it is not the role of science to 
engage in politically motivated censorship or 
the cleansing of scientific history. However, the 
historical naming of species to celebrate and 
honor people was itself unambiguously a 
political act, whether  the desire was to 
impress a colleague, funder, or important 
dignitary or to celebrate a family member, 
friend, or collector of the specimen. Politics 
have always infiltrated the use of eponyms. 

The EBNC did not suggest that changing 
eponymous bird names would solve all social 
justice issues for ornithology and birding or 
that such names are the main barrier to 
broader demographic participation in birding. 
They noted that the ultimate barrier stems 
from the unexamined assumptions and 
systems that govern the naming process (and 
the field at large). The process of naming is 
but one manifestation of systems that act to 
exclude meaningful participation by more 
diverse audiences. As a result, changing the 
names and naming process can send a 
powerful signal of systemic change. 

Instead of Say’s Phoebe, perhaps it could be 
Sunrise Phoebe. (Have you ever seen one 
singing in the early light of day? Lovely.) Or 
Cinnamon Phoebe, to highlight that lovely 
cinnamon-colored chest and belly. Maybe 
change Steller’s Jay to Stellar Jay—because 
they just are. Perhaps we could follow the 
example of the odonates (dragon- and 
damselflies) community, who standardized the 
common names for dragonflies with creative, 
mellifluous ones such as "boghaunter" and 
"sundragon." Let your imagination and your 
poet’s heart run wild. 
	  
You can read the full report from the EBNC to 
the AOS Council here. And listen to an 
engaging and enlightening discussion by three 
of the members of the ad hoc committee about 
their internal process and decisions on the 
American Birding Podcast here. Finally, the 
most recent update to the renaming project 
can be found here.

Steller’s Jay (N. Christensen)

https://americanornithology.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/1-AOS-EBNC_recommendations_23_10_19.pdf
https://www.aba.org/inside-the-bird-name-committee/
https://americanornithology.org/english-bird-names/aos-pilot-project-to-change-harmful-english-common-bird-names/


EL CORAZON GARRISON CREEK 
(Oceanside) 
Wednesday, Jul 10 — 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Aug 14 — 7:30 a.m. 
Easy flat trail, ~1+ mile. 
Directions: From the intersection of El 
Camino Real and Oceanside Blvd., go east 
on Oceanside Blvd., turn left (north) into 
the first gate. Park to the left. 
Leader: Denise Riddle 
(driddle1855@att.net) 

STEVE BRAD’S BIRDING TRIPS   
Join Steve for these surprise-location 
offerings that include a good dose of 
education on bird identification. When and 
where we go is Steve’s choice! Starting 
times and days vary, so send Steve an 
email if you are interested in being on his 
notification list. 
Leader: Steve Brad 
(stevanbrad@gmail.com) 

BIRDING WITH BARBARA 
Saturday, Jul 20 — 8:00 a.m.  
Every third Saturday Barbara will guide us 
to a new area around San Diego County. 
In July we will explore the east part of 
San Elijo Lagoon starting at the La 
Orilla trailhead. 
Location: Meet at the La Orilla trailhead 
parking lot on the west side of El Camino 
Real, 16398 El Camino Real in Rancho 
Santa Fe. 

Saturday, Aug 17 — 8:00 a.m.  
In August, we will explore the San Elijo 
Lagoon just west of the tracks and along 
the Pole Road trail. 
Location: Meet at the tunnel under the 
railroad tracks (“West of tracks” eBird 
hotspot). The closest entry is from the 
Harbaugh Seaside Trails, with street 
parking on Hwy 101 and nearby side 
streets. 
Leader: Barbara Swanson 
(baswanson100@hotmail.com) 

RANCHO CARRILLO TRAIL (Carlsbad) 

We will take a break and be back in 
September! 

WHELAN LAKE BIRD SANCTUARY 
(Oceanside)  
Saturday, Jul 6 — 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug 3 — 8:00 a.m. 
Join us as we explore various areas 
around the lake. Easy to moderate 2+ 
miles, may have some steep areas. 
Location: 3850 N River Road.    
Leaders: Denise Riddle and Patti Langen 
(driddle1855@att.net) 

SEEKING NEW BIRDERS!  
Saturday, Jul 6 — 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug 3 — 8:00 a.m. 
Eve Martin is hosting a small, friendly 
group to introduce newcomers to the 
world’s best hobby—birding! The class is 
designed for first-time birders. Binoculars 
will be available for your use.  
To join Eve’s First-time Birders event, sign 
up on Meetup.com for The San Diego 
Beginning Birders group. 
Location: Varies. 
Leader: Eve Martin (message via 
Meetup.com) 

LET’S GO BIRDING! 
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Grab your binoculars and join one or more of our free guided birding 
tours. New birders are always welcome!

Blue-gray Gnatcatchers (B. Swanson)

mailto:baswanson100@hotmail.com
https://www.meetup.com/the-san-diego-beginning-birders/
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Preschool Storytime at the Nature Center for July and August 

Monday, July 22, 10:00 a.m.  
All about Dragonflies 

Check it Out 

Get your mid-summer nature fix at the Nature Center and the center's library. Check out 
children's books, nature guides, nature essays and so much more! 

Jean Booth, BVAS Librarian

Join us for a nature-themed Storytime for 
preschoolers. Dragonflies are such wondrous 
creatures with their bright colors and beautiful 
wings! Bring your preschoolers to read and learn 
about their life cycle and walk the trail in hopes of 
seeing some flying over the reeds and water. 

Monday, August 26, 10:00 a.m.  
Water: Wet and Wild! 

Bring your preschoolers to explore the properties of water. We will read, experiment, 
and learn about water and why it is so important to every living thing.   

NOTE: During the summer months, your older children are welcome to join the 
preschoolers at Storytime. Questions?  Call Sally, 760-525-2351

(J. Niedeck )

Nature Journaling for July and August 

Sunday, July 21, 1:30 to 3:30 pm 
Location: Meet upstairs (if available) at the San Elijo 
Lagoon Nature Center, 2710 Manchester Avenue in 
Encinitas. There will be a short program on maps. 

Sunday, August 18, 1:30 to 3:30 pm 
Location: Meet at the Agua Hedionda Lagoon 
Foundation, 1580 Cannon Road in Carlsbad. There 
will be a short program on lettering. 

Contacts: Patti Langen (patti.langenzoo@gmail.com) 
and Barbara Swanson (baswanson100@hotmail.com) 

 Nature Journal page (B. Swanson)

mailto:patti.langenzoo@gmail.com
mailto:baswanson100@hotmail.com
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Proper Exposure for Gray Days 
by Barbara Swanson 

One of the harder exposures to get right is when 
your subject is against a bright background 
without bright light shining on the front of your 
subject. This is called “high key” when the 
background is white. For bird photographers, we 
run into this situation on cloudy days. While these 
conditions can make for wonderful photographs, 
usually some exposure compensation is needed 
to bring out the best in your subject. 

When you are photographing a small bird flying 
across a cloudy sky, if you use the settings 
suggested by your camera, most likely the bird 
will look quite dark. This is especially true if you 
use averaged metering, such as matrix or center-
weighted metering; spot metering might be more 
accurate if you can keep it on the bird. Because 
your camera doesn’t really know how dark or 
light the subject should be, your camera wants to 
make the exposure come out as medium gray 
(18% gray). Cloudy skies, such as we have with 
June Gloom, are often brighter than medium 
gray, fooling your camera into under-exposing 
your image to make the sky medium gray in 
tonality instead of a light gray. This results in the 
bird in your frame looking even darker, almost a 
silhouette. 

The way to solve the under-exposure problem is 
to allow more light onto your sensor. This can be 
achieved by decreasing the shutter speed, 
opening up your aperture (decreasing your f-
stop) and/or increasing the ISO. If you are using 
an automatic exposure mode such as shutter 
priority, use your camera’s exposure 
compensation feature. For example, if you need 
to brighten your image by two stops, then you 
would dial in “+2 EV.” (Check your manual for 
how to do this.)  

There are many ways to determine how much 
more light you need to add. If the bird is 
stationary, you can take a test photo and then 
look at the histogram or the photo on the back of 
your camera and make adjustments. If you have 
a mirrorless camera, you can see an 
approximation of your exposure as you 
photograph, so you can adjust until it looks 

Mourning Dove photographed with four 
exposures; all were at 1/2500 sec and f/
5.6 but each has a different ISO to vary 
the exposure. 1) ISO 500. My camera 
thought this was the correct exposure for 
medium gray. 2) ISO 1000. 3) ISO 2000. 
4) ISO 3200. I thought this was the correct 
exposure for the bird. Note that it is 2 2/3 
stops brighter than the camera's "correct" 
exposure. (Photos: B. Swanson)

reasonable. In general, adding one to 
three stops of light will be sufficient; this 
would be the equivalent of raising the 
ISO from 500 to somewhere between 
1000 and 4000. However, if you over-
expose, then the light seems to wrap 
around your subject, losing detail and 
contrast in the bird. Fortunately the light 
often does not change very quickly on a 
cloudy day. So once you determine how 
much exposure compensation you need 
you might not need to change it much as 
you photograph. 

I find that photos taken under these 
conditions often need a little more 
attention during post-processing. I fine-
tune the exposure and usually need to 
add more contrast and vibrance as well.



WITH THANKS 
The newsletter continues to be a group effort. Thanks to all the contributors and 
proofreaders. A special thanks to Tina Mitchell, who meticulously edits every article.  
Jane Mygatt, Newsletter Editor 

BIRDS AROUND TOWN   
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June started off with a bang, with many 
rarities being seen in San Diego County. 
One highlight in North County along the 

San Luis Rey River was a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, found by Sally Veach.  

In California, Yellow-billed Cuckoos used to 
number more than 15,000 pairs. In the last 
100 years their population has declined to 
about 40 pairs due to the destruction/
degradation of riparian habitats. The 
western subspecies of Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
is protected as threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act since October 2014.

Photos: S. Veach



SAVE THE DATE!!! 

OUR BIRDHOUSE AUCTION AND ART PARTY RETURNS 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19TH, FROM 4:00-7:00 PM!

Buena Vista Audubon Society Nature Center 
2202 S. Coast Hwy, Oceanside

■ More details will be announced soon. 

■ Please start creating your own birdhouses, 
bird feeders, and nature-themed art. 

■ Birdhouses for decorating are available in 
limited supply at our nature center for a 
low cost. 

■ We will collect the art in October.  

■ All donations will belong to BVAS; please 
limit your art contributions to three items 
per person.

BIRD HOUSE AUCTION   
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From NestWatch, some tips on features that make 
a good birdhouse. (here)

https://nestwatch.org/learn/all-about-birdhouses/


Our Mission: Conservation through education, advocacy, land management, 
and monitoring.

Buena Vista Audubon Nature Center 
2202 S. Coast Highway 
Oceanside, CA 92054  (760-439-2473) 

Nature Center Hours 
Tuesday-Sunday: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Monday: Closed

BVAS honors and respectfully acknowledges the Payómkawichum (also known as the 
Luiseños), who are of the land on which the BVAS Nature Center stands. The Tribal 
Nations of San Diego County are the Payómkawichum, the Kumeyaay, the Cupeño, and 
the Cahuilla. 

Become a Member! 

Help support our work and become a member of BVAS. All donations of $25/year or more 
qualify as membership dues. As a BVAS member, you will receive the chapter newsletter, have 
voting privileges at our Annual Meeting and other member meetings, and enjoy the satisfaction 
of belonging to a group that supports nature in North County. All donations are tax-deductible. 
BVAS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and will receive 100% of your contribution. 

https://bvaudubon.org

BECOME A MEMBER! 
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Nature Center Quick Calendar 

Birding – Page 6 
Garden Crew – Mondays, 9 – 11 a.m. 
Nature Guides – First Friday at 10 a.m. 
Nature Journaling - Page 7 
Monthly Program – No programs in July 
and August 
Preschool Nature Storytime – Page 7 

https://bvaudubon.org/


In what are now the countries of 
Belize and Guatemala, the ancient 
Maya civilization once flourished, 
leaving behind cities, temples, 
pyramids, and observatories still 
standing, enshrouded in tree cover. 
Amid rainforests and valleys, 
archaeological sites tell the story 
of this culturally rich region 
while also providing habitat for 
a diversity of flora and fauna, 
including hundreds of bird 
species. As you seek out resident 
and migratory avifauna across a 
variety of ecosystems, you’ll also 
gain a behind-the-scenes look at 
Audubon’s current bird-based 
tourism initiatives and flyway 
conservation efforts in partnership 
with local community-based 
organizations.

•	 Discover	both	concentrated	flocks	and	rare	sightings	of	avifauna,	such	as	
the	Jabiru,	Yellow-headed	Parrot,	Yucatan	Jay,	and	Yucatan	Woodpecker,	
in	the	wetlands	and	pine	savannas	of	Crooked	Tree	Wildlife	Sanctuary.

•	 Examine	Maya	history	at	the	Tikal,	Yaxha,	and	Cahal	Pech	archaeological	
sites,	and	go	birding	amid	the	ancient	structures	and	surrounding	
forests.

•	 Meet	with	members	of	the	Petén	Birding	Association,	a	local	group	
dedicated	to	birding,	environmental	education,	and	conservation	
through	ecotourism.

•	 Hike	the	trails	at	Cockscomb	Basin	Wildlife	Refuge,	a	tropical	moist	
forest	sheltering	some	300	avian	species,	including	trogons,	tanagers,	
flycatchers,	and	the	Yellow-billed	Cacique.

•	 Learn	about	a	community-based	conservation	project	in	the	village	of	
Red	Bank	aimed	at	saving	and	creating	habitat	for	the	Scarlet	Macaw.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

9 DAYS  |  Mar. 6 – 14, 2025
$3,700 per person plus airfare, based on 10 participants

•	 Bilingual	local	birding	expert
•	 Accommodations
•	 Activities
•	 Private	transportation
•	 Meals
•	 Beverages	with	meals
•	 Carbon	offsetting

WHAT’S INCLUDED?

Neotropical Birds and Mayan Ruins
BELIZE & GUATEMALA with Buena Vista Audubon Society

OCELLATED TURKEYS (MELEAGRIS OCELLATA) IN TIKAL NATIONAL PARK

KEEL-BILLED TOUCAN (RAMPHASTOS SULFURATUS)

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL
Visit http://holbrook.travel/bvas-bg25 or contact Stan Walens at stanwalens@gmail.com or Jill Hays at jill@holbrooktravel.com


